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“THE SUFFERING SERVANT”

Text: Isa.52:13 – 53:12 Do not read at this time – ask listeners to mark their Bibles.
Introduction
A. Of the many servants mentioned in the book of Isaiah, the Suffering Servant is seen as Jehovah’s ideal servant, the Messiah. (text; do not read yet!)

Isaiah 42:1-3a 
Figurative language, “…as referring to those from afar, to the weak and helpless, to those of little faith, etc. …” (H, Matt. P.521) “The soul about to perish is ‘a reed that has been bruised’ and is now in that condition, ‘a flax (wick) smoking,’ the flame being almost out, as the smoke indicates.” (Lenski, Matt. P.474) Here is a negative statement where the corresponding affirmation is intended: He will make that flaxen wick burn brightly. Those who are destroyed by sin He will save.

Isaiah 42:3b-9; Isaiah 49:1-13; Isaiah 50:4-11

B. Who is the Suffering Servant? Acts 8:34 (v.32 = Isa.53:7)
1. The text undeniable refers to the Messiah.
2. The nt settles the question: John 12:37-38; Romans 10:16-17; Matthew 8:17; 1 Peter 2:21-25; Acts 8:35; Luke 22:37 (Isa.53:12)
BODY:
THE SON: THE SUFFERING SERVANT IN 5 STANZAS
1. The First Stanza: a brief overview (Isa.52:13-14)

a. That begins with exaltation. (v.13) Isaiah 6:1-4

b. But not before there would be humiliation! Isaiah 52:14
c. Leading the nations to be even more astonished by His exaltation! Isa.52:15
2. The Second Stanza: Israel’s rejection of her Messiah (Isa.53:1-3)
a. There is nothing about Jesus’ background or physical appearance to attract the masses
Isa.53:1-2; (Miracles attracted) Mark 2:2-3
John 1:46; Luke 8:1-2; Matthew 8:20; John 7:15,48
b. Thus, He was the rejected Redeemer Isa.53:3; John 1:11; John 7:2-5; John 6:60,66; Matthew 26:47-56 (Judas betrayed Him; all the disciples left Him and fled); 69-75 (Peter denied Him three times, with an oath!) 27:39-44
3. The Third Stanza: recognition of His atoning work (Isa.53:4-6)
a. The Jews commonly judged a man’s sufferings to indicate his own sin.
Job 4:7-8; John 9:1-2; Isaiah 53:4b

b. The vicarious nature of the Servant’s suffering (Isa.53:4a, 5-6)

2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 5:6-8
4. The Fourth Stanza: the voluntary nature of the Servant’s suffering

Isaiah 53:7-9
a. His was a free-will offering.
John 10:17-18; Luke 9:51; John 18:1-9; Matthew 26:52-53

b. He offered no defense to gain His freedom.

Matthew 26:62-63; Matthew 27:12-14; Luke 23:8-9; John 19:8-11; Mark 14:61-64

4. The Fifth Stanza: the ultimate exaltation of the Suffering Servant (Isa.53:10-12)

a. The source of His suffering was God 10a; Romans 3:21-26 
b. The results of the Servant’s suffering (10b)

Revelation 1:17-18; Isaiah 53:11-12; Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 7:25

Conclusion: Some practical lessons from the Suffering Servant—
1. Our prejudice can blind us to the truth -- Luke 24:25-27; Luke 24:44-47

2. Sin is indescribably horrible. -- Psalms 119:104; Romans 12:9; 1 Thess.:21-22
3. The Way to Glory Involves Suffering
Luke 24:26; Hebrews 2:9-10; 1 Peter 1:11-12; John 15:20; Acts 14:22; Romans 8:16-17; 2 Timothy 3:12; 2 Corinthians 4:17; Romans 8:18
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