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UNEQUALLY YOKED TOGETHER WITH UNBELIEVERS
TEXT: 2 Cor.6:14-18
14Do not be bound together (kjv=unequally yoked together) with unbelievers; for what partnership (kjv=fellowship) have righteous-ness and lawlessness, or what fellowship (kjv=communion) has light with darkness? 15Or what harmony (kjv=concord) has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever (kjv=infidel)? 16Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 17Therefore, come out from their midst and be  separate,” says the Lord. “And do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you. 18And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty.
INTRODUCTION
A. Different opinions on this subject.

1. We are concerned with what Paul is here teaching.

B. Some say it refers or applies to marriage.
l. Cf., I. C. Nance, bulletin (Note: No reference to 2Cor.6 in bulletin, but maintains Christian who marries a non-Christian sins.)
2.1 will not present both sides of the issue because it would take too long for one lesson.

C. Let’s study this question.

I. WHAT IS FELLOWSHIP?
A. Fellowship means: “communion, fellowship, sharing in common, communication; and that which is the outcome of fellowship, a contribution.”
B. Our study of God’s Word teaches us that Christians are not to have fellowship with anyone that God -will not have fellowship with., as...

1. Devil

2. Unfruitful works of Darkness

3. Error

4. Brother in sin and refusing to repent

5. Unequally Yoked {bound} together with Unbelievers
a. The question we must answer is. Does this mean we cannot have any association with or relation to anyone who is not a member of the church of Christ?
b. To this end we direct our study.
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II. DEFINITIVE DEFINITIONS OF WORDS IN TEXT

A. v.l4, (fellowship kjv) partnership =  metoch (met-okh-ay’) from 3348; participation, i.e. intercourse:—fellowship.

1. This is the only place in the nt this word is found. Other forms of the word are found.  {metecho, met-ekh-o} is found in 8 passages, for example, 1 Cor.9:10 ... the

plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing {} the crops.

B. v.l4, (communion kjv) fellowship = , 2842. koinwnia, koy-nohn-ee’-ah from 2844; partnership, i.e. (literally) participation, or (social) intercourse, or (monetary) benefaction (contribution in aid agl)...
ENGLISHMAN’S GREEK CONCORDANCE (p.427)
Acts   02:42
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
Rom. 15:26
to make a certain contribution
1 Cor.01:09
called unto the fellowship of his son
10:16
is it not the communion of the blood
10:16
is it not the communion of the body

2 Cor.06:14
what communion hath light

08:04
and (take upon us) the fellowship
09:13
for (your) liberal distribution
13:14
 the communion of the Holy Spirit,
Gal.    02:09
the right hands of fellowship
Eph.   03:09
what (is) the fellowship of the mystery
Phil.   01:05
For your fellowship in the gospel
02:01
if any fellowship of the Spirit,
03:10
and the fellowship of his sufferings,
Philemon 6
That the communication of thy faith

Heb.   13:16
and to communicate forget not:

1 John 01:03
may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship (is) with

06
If we say that we have fellowship
07
we have fellowship one with another,

C. v.l 5 (concord, kjv) harmony ==  4857. sumfwnhsiv, soom-fo’-nay-sis from 4856; accordance’.-concord.

D. v.l 5 (infidel, kjv) unbelievers ==  571. apistov, (ap’-is-tos) from 1 (as a negative particle) and 4103; (actively) disbelieving, i.e. without Christian faith (specially, a heathen); (passively) untrustworthy (person), or incredible (thing):...

E. v.l4 (unequally yoked together {literal}, kjv) bound together ==  2086. eterozugew (het-er-od-zoog-eh’-o) from a compound of 2087 {another or different} and 2218 {to join, especially by a “yoke”}; to yoke up differently, i.e. (figuratively) to associate discordantly:...

thayer: 2086  heterozugeo het-er-od-zoog-eh’-o = yoked with a different yoke; (used in Lev.l9:19 of the union of beasts of different kinds, e.g. an ox and a donkey), from a compound of <2087> and <2218>: <tdnt 2:901.301>: v
av-be unequally yoked together with 1; 1) to come under an unequal or different yoke, to be unequally yoked la) to have fellowship with one who is not an equal: 2Co 6:14, where the apostle is forbidding Christians to have intercourse with idolaters
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W. E. Vine=Yoke, Yoked
<A-l,Noun, 2218, zugos>
“a yoke,” serving to couple two things together, is used (1) metaphorically, (a) of submission to authority, Matt.11:29-30, of Christ’s “yoke,” not simply imparted by Him but shared with Him; (b) of bondage. Acts 15:10; Gal.5:1, of bondage to the Law as a supposed means of salvation; (c) of bondservice to masters, 1Tim.6:1; (2) to denote “a balance,” Rev.6:5. See balance.

<A-2,Noun, 2201, zeugos>
“a pair of animals,” Luke 14:19. See pair.
<B-l,Verb, 2086, heterozugeo>
“to be unequally yoked” (heteros, “another of a different sort,” and A, No. 1), is used metaphorically in 2Cor.6:14.
Webster
1. yoke—n. (gives 11 definitions, including the yoke of a dress) 4. any mark or symbol of bondage or servitude. 5. subjection; bondage; servitude. 6. something that binds, unites, or connects; as, the yoke of brotherhood.

2. yoke—vb yoked...; yoking... vt (bef. 12c) 1 a (1): to put a yoke on (2): to join in or with a yoke b: to attach a draft animal to;... 2: to join as if by a yoke 3: to put to work - vi: to become joined or linked

3. unequal—1. not equal; not even; not of the same size, length, breadth, quantity, strength, talents, acquirements, age, station, form, etc. 2. insufficient; inadequate; as, his strength is unequal to the task. 3. not equitable; unfair; partial; unjust; as, an unequal peace. 4. not regular; not uniform; variable; fluctuating; as, unequal pulsations. 5. not balanced or symmetrical.
III. WHAT SECOND CORINTHIANS CHAPTER SIX DOES NOT  TEACH

A. It does not teach that we cannot have any association with unbelievers.
1. The example of Christ:

Mark 2:15-17 And it *happened that He was reclining at the table in his house, and many tax collectors and sinners were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many of them, and they were following Him. 16When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they said to His disciples, “Why is He eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners?” 17And hearing this, Jesus *said to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Luke 15:1-2 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to

listen to Him. 2Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”

Matt.11:16-19 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market places, who call out to the other children, 17and say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’ 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
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a. Christ was yoked with Scribes, Pharisees and Sinners – in the sense of association!
b. His prayer: John 17:15 “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.
2. The example of Paul: 1Cor.9:19-23
19For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law;
21to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. 22To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it.
a. His teaching in: 1Cor.5:9-10 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; 10I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world.

1Tim.6:1-2 All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against. 2Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but must serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these principles.
3. The nt teaching concerning our attitude toward unbelievers:

a. Teach them (Great Commission)

b. Care for them James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

c. 1Thess.5:15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.

B. It does not teach that the Christian cannot be married to the non-Christian.

1Cor.7:12-16 But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, she must not send her husband away. 14For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the un-believing wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.
15Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace. 16For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?
1Pet.3:1-2 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.
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IV. WHAT SECOND CORINTHIANS CHAPTER SIX DOES  TEACH

A. One explanation: Paul is writing regarding their association with false teachers, v.11-13 Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide. 12You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. 13Now in a like exchange—I speak as to children—open wide to us also.
B. Another explanation, and the one I prefer: Paul is dealing specifically with the problem in the church at Corinth concerning eating meat in the idol’s temple, 1Cor.10:14f

1. Note the phrase in v.32—Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;
2. And the phrase in 2Cor.6:3 (concerning Paul, himself)—giving no cause for offense in anything, so that the ministry will not be discredited,

3. 2Cor.6:16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

V. MARRIAGE IS NOT UNDER CONSIDERATION

A. Except, perhaps, in a secondary sense, as many other things are in various passages.

B. The key word in our text, I believe, is unequal.
1. Christ was not unequally yoked with Scribes, Pharisees, Sinners.
a. He associated with them, but did not engage in their sinful practices.

b. Had He done that, the yoke would become unequal!

2. Paul was not unequally yoked with unbelievers.

a. He became all things to all men - but not without the Law of Christ!
b. He did not engage in sinful practices with them; to have done so would have made the yoke unequal
3. Marriage is an equal yoke - Eph.5:22f
a. Marriage is a two-way proposition.

A} Wife to love and be in subjection to husband
B} Husband to love wife as own self
b. Problems arise when Christian marries one not member of Lord’s church, but such is not sin!
c. To allow our marital relationship with an unbeliever to influence our lives will be to make the yoke unequal.

4. Same principle applies to business relationships, partnerships, etc.
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CONCLUSION
A. We cannot allow any relationship to become an unequal yoke.
1. Cannot allow any association to cause us to cease serving the Lord; to sin against Him.

B. If our relationship with an unbeliever causes us to sin against God; to leave Him; or causes others to stumble, we must (2 Cor.6:l7) come out from their midst and be  separate,”

says the Lord. “And do not touch what is unclean;
1. Those who believe it is a sin for a Christian to marry a non-Christian because of

2 Cor.6:14 will not apply this verse! They say it is okay after the wedding ceremony!

C. Some principles need to be observed in our relationships:

1. Abstain from every form of evil. (1 Thess.5:22)
2. 2 John 9
3. Eph.5:11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;
4. Recognize some things as our personal and private opinion—

not what the Lord has set forth, 1 Cor.8; Rom.14
5. In every relationship, whether marriage, partnerships, political, etc. Acts 5:29
... “We must obey God rather than men.”
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