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UNHOLY MARRIAGES

TEXT: Matthew 5:31-32 "And it was said, 'whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce';  32but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastity  {porneia, fornication}, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Matthew 19:3-12 And some Pharisees came to Him, testing Him, and saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all?" 4And He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5and said, 'for this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh'? 6"Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate." 7They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?" 8He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way. 9"And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality {i.e., sexual immorality - porneia, fornication}, and marries another woman commits adultery." 10The disciples said to Him, "If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry." 11But He said to them, "Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been given. 12"For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept this, let him accept it."

INTRODUCTION

A.
Begin series on the home [family]; will try to answer any written questions submitted to me.

B.
Today’s lesson has to do with the Permanency of Marriage.
C.
God’s Law for marriage, Divorce and Remarriage is stated by our Lord in our text.


1.
Men can and do put it asunder.



Divorces Obtained for Multiplicity of Reasons
Grounds for Divorce in Texas = Cruelty; Desertion; Felony; Three Years Insanity; Three Years Separation, No Cohabitation; Incompatibility; Incompatibility Without Regard to Fault.
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C.
Great need for preaching on this subject.

1. The serious spiritual implications of these figures on divorce are clearly indicated when one takes into account what the New Testament says about the matter.

2. Young people need to know the seriousness of marriage and what the Bible teaches concerning divorce.

3. Too much inaccurate thinking and false teaching done on this subject.



a.
Scriptures clearly reveal God’s Will concerning this.



b.
Preachers and churches circumventing His Will today!




1}
One of the major problems today.

I. SCRIPTURES MUST BE TAKEN--NOT EMOTIONALISM OR OPINIONS!

A.
Emotions cloud the mind on not only this subject, but others as well, blinding us to the truth.

1. Example: Faith Only -- man in desert; man on way to being baptized, killed by tree limb; etc.

2. I am interested in knowing and teaching only the truth -- on this and all other subjects.

B.
Scriptures give the answer to the Marriage-Divorce-Remarriage question.


1.
Every one of us needs to know clearly the teachings of the Bible along this line;



just what God’s Will is on this matter.


2.
Many have already become involved in soul-damning relations.



a.
Church polluted with adultery in many places.

II. MARRIAGE IN THE PATRIARCHAL AGE

A. From creation to giving of Law to Jews -- What was God’s original intention concerning marriage?

Gen.1:27 And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. (not male & male or female & female)

Gen.2:18 Then the Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him."  v. 22 And the Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  23  And the man said, "This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."  24  For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. (Not Adam and Steve but Adam and Eve)

B.
Jesus verified that God’s original intention was one woman for one man [text].


1.
God intended for marriage to be “for life” i.e., as long or while both parties live.
1Cor.7 1Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: "It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman." 2But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 3The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 6Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. 7I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. 8To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single as I am. 9But if they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion. 10To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her husband 11(but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife. 12To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. 13If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him. 14For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 15But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace. 16Wife, how do you know whether you will save your husband? Husband, how do you know whether you will save your wife? 17Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 18Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 21Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it. But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity. 22For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a slave of Christ. 2 You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 24So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God. 25Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 26I think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is. 27Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that. 29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 36If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if his passions are strong, and it has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them marry--it is no sin. 37But whoever is firmly established in his heart, being under no necessity but having his desire under control, and has determined this in his heart, to keep her as his betrothed, he will do well. 38So then he who marries his betrothed does well, and he who refrains from marriage will do even better. 39A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 40Yet in my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is. And I think that I too have the Spirit of God.
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Romans 7:2-3 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.  So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.

1 Cor.7:10-11 But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband (but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife away.  v.39 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

III. MARRIAGE IN THE JEWISH AGE

A. A divorce law is given -- for the first time in 2500 years! Exclusively for the Jews {not for Gentiles}. (No Gentile had liberty to divorce his wife.}

B. Jews were permitted to divorce their wives for several reasons -


- Jewish women were not permitted to divorce their husbands for any reason!

C. Some reasons for divorce:


1. Wife he had bought (Exodus 21:7-11).

"And if a man sells his daughter as a female slave, she is not to go free as the male slaves do. If she is displeasing in the eyes of her master who designated her for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed. He does not have authority to sell her to a foreign people because of his
unfairness to her. And if he designates her for his son, he shall deal with her according to the custom of daughters. If he takes to himself another woman, he may not reduce her food, her clothing, or her conjugal rights. And if he will not do these three things for her, then she shall go out for nothing, without payment of money.”


2. Wife taken captive (Deut. 21:10-14).

"When you go out to battle against your enemies, and the Lord your God delivers them into your hands, and you take them away captive, and see among the captives a beautiful woman, and have a desire for her and would take her as a wife for yourself, then you shall bring her home to your house, and she shall shave her head and trim her nails.
She shall also remove the clothes of her captivity and shall remain in your house, and mourn her father and mother a full month; and after that you may go in to her and be her husband and she shall be your wife. And it shall be, if you are not pleased with her, then you shall let her go wherever she wishes; but you shall certainly not sell her for money, you shall not mistreat her, because you have humbled her.”


3. Wife in whom was uncleanness (Deut. 24:1-4).

"When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house, and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's wife, and if the latter husband turns against her and writes
her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife, then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the Lord, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.

D. Why were they permitted to put away their wives? Matt.19:8  ..."Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.”
1. Jews even perverted the “allowance” (Deut.24) as per their questioning the Lord.
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Lenski, p727-728 on Matt.19:3--
And there came to him the Pharisees, tempting him and saying, If it is lawful to release one’s wife for every charge, (let us know).  ... their object is to tempt Jesus to make a pronouncement that will discredit Him:


The question raised was one on which the schools of Shammai and of Hillel differed. Shammai interpreted Deut.24:1 as follows: “The man is not to release his wife unless he have found something indecent in her...”  Hillel allowed as a charge the fact that in cooking the wife had burnt her husband’s food; and Rabbi Akiba, referring especially to the expression, “that she find no favor in his eyes,” permitted her release when the husband found a better-looking woman. Shammai was stricter, Hillel utterly lax.


… Josephus, … writes: “He that desires to be divorced from his wife for any cause whatsoever--and many such causes happen among men--let him in writing give assurance that he never will use her as his wife any more, for by these means she may be at liberty to marry another husband, although before this bill of deliverance be given she is not to be permitted to do so.”


So the question before Jesus is, whether he agrees with Hillel’s exposition of Deut.24:1. “Tempting Him” means that they tried to make Him compromise Himself in some way. If, for instance, He should agree with Hillel and the common Jewish practice, the Pharisees could side with Shammai and charge Jesus with moral laxity. If He sided with Shammai who held that only actual shameful conduct could be a cause for divorce, Jesus could be reproached for His own friendly treatment of sinners. The choice of either view would involve Jesus in the Jewish party disputes. If, however, as the Pharisees most likely expected, Jesus should reject both Hillel and Shammai and declare Himself against all divorce, they could charge Him with contradicting even the law stated in Deut.24:1. The Pharisees felt quite  certain that they Had asked a question which Jesus could not answer without great harm to Himself. ...”
D. God permitted divorce, but, even then, ... Malachi 2:13-16
13"And this is another thing you do: you cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with weeping and with groaning, because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14Yet you say, 'For what reason?' Because the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 15But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then, to your spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth. 16For I hate divorce," says the Lord, the God of Israel, "and him who covers his garment with wrong," says the Lord of hosts. "So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously."

E. Now it is not permitted!  Acts 17:30
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IV. MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE IN THE CHRISTIAN AGE

A. Christ’s Law is applicable to all - Both saint and sinner.
1. Some teach that if you are married and divorced and remarried before being baptized, then baptism removes this sin and you are no longer an adulterer.

a. Baptism does not change relationships between men and women. If they are living in adultery before baptism, then they are living in adultery after baptism. The relationship is the same!  Other examples: Stealing; cussing; lying; drinking; homosexual; polygamist, etc.

2.
Transgressing Christ’s Law makes one a sinner!


1 John 3:4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.
John 12:48 "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day."
3. Some teach that the alien is not subject to Christ’s Law.

a. Taught in effort to justify adultery.

b. They say, not that baptism removes the sin of adultery, but that such a sin is not possible for unbelievers!

c. 1 Cor.6:9-11 refutes such an idea!  (We will note that passage in a moment.)

B. Let us consider, then, Christ’s Law on Marriage - Divorce - Remarriage: Matt.19:3-12
[v.9 particularly] "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality {i.e., sexual immorality - porneia, fornication}, and marries another woman commits adultery."


1. Giving only one reason, other than death, for separation and remarriage.

2. Christ did not say that divorce and remarriage could be had for:

Drinking; Non-support; Cruelty; Beatings; Incompatibility; Etc.

(“Etc.” includes EVERY cause (Matt. 19:3), except forni​ca​tion!)

a. This is where emotions cloud our minds on this particular subject. The truthfulness of what Jesus teaches is not determined / established by human emotions, nor is following human emotions to be equated with following the doctrine of Christ.

b. There is no need to have another study to consider Divorce without Remarriage for the above reasons (cruelty etc.). 
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Why would such a study be deemed necessary?  #1 deals with what Jesus taught about both!  Jesus discussed putting away and remarrying.  He taught that adultery is not committed when one puts away and remarries, if the person does it for the cause of fornication! The “above reasons” are not fornication!  Even though the person does not remarry, he disobeys Jesus upon putting away not for fornication!


Jesus does not teach that one, upon putting away for fornication, must remarry; he teaches that adultery is not committed if one for fornication puts away and remarries!  A spouse may put away a fornicator-mate, and God will release that spouse from the marriage bond.  Freed from that bond, the person is no longer responsible for his vows that he made to that mate in marriage.  He may or may not choose to remarry.  That’s his prerogative.  

The issue put to Jesus was the lawful-ness (“Is it lawful?”) of putting away for every cause (= the things you specify, and the etcetera).  No, it is not lawful, Jesus teaches, and then adds: If one does that, except for the cause of fornication, and marries another, he commits adultery.  That implies that a spouse is divinely permitted to put away for the cause of fornication, and should he remarry (but he is not commanded to remarry) he does not commit adultery.  But sin is committed (Matt.19:6) upon putting away for any and every cause (excepting fornication) and the additional sin of adultery is committed upon remarrying (19:9a).  (The reason people put away, or divorce, is principally for the purpose or remarriage).


Whether one remarries or not, sin is committed when a spouse puts away, leaves, departs from, a mate to whom he is bound by God in marriage (1 Cor.7:10-11), doing this for any and every cause (except for fornication).  Christ commands that it not be done (Matt.19:6)!  Should one do it (that is, commit this sin), he is not permitted to remarry, but must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to his mate that was abandoned.


Putting away for any and every cause, excepting fornication, is the very issue at hand, whether one marries again, or not.  It is not lawful.  Christ commands that it not be done!  One sins if he disobeys God.  Remarriage (with divine approval) enters the picture only if the putting away is done for the cause of fornication! In such a case, the innocent (but not the guilty of fornication) is divinely permitted to remarry, if he so chooses.
I wrote: <This subject is troubling to me in that sometimes a wife finds herself in the situation of being beaten, life threatened and/or the life or lives of her children in jeopardy. Should she remain in this situation?>
Larry: The context of 1 Cor. was the distress (7:26) that was upon the Corinthians.  Because of it, some were advocating different situations, such as leaving unbelieving spouses, not marrying at all, etc.  v.10-11 were written to combat such false notions.  Those verses have nothing to do with escaping from persecution/physical abuse (compare Acts 9:23-25).  A wife who flees from a gun-toting, life-threatening husband, is not violating 1 Cor.7:10-11.
 I wrote: <Is v.10 an absolute prohibition and to separate is sin? ~ Does remaining unmarried (v.11) equal forgiveness of that sin?>

Violating 1 Cor.7:10-11 is a sin.  It is leaving a spouse when there is no cause for it.
Remaining unmarried is not forgiveness; it is an avoidance of more sin. Compare 1 John 2:1 --  it is not alright to sin just as long as we use Christ for an Advocate.  Rom.11:18 -- it is not alright to boast as long as one remembers a certain fact. Glad to be of some help, Larry.  Brotherly, Bill Reeves
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V. WHAT ABOUT THE SIN OF ADULTERY?

A. Two kinds of “joining” --

1. The wrong kind:

Rom.7:2-3 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband. So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.

“joined” to another while “bound” to her husband.


1 Cor.6:16 [joined to a harlot.]
Rom.1:26-27 [homosexuality; “joining” (marriage?) recent innovation.]

a.
Examples of the wrong kind:




A] Herod, married his brother’s wife; unlawful. [Mark 6:17-18].




B] The Corinthian man who “had” his father’s wife [1 Cor.5:1].

2. The right kind:

a. The “joining” that God does, Matt.19:6 “...What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate."
b. The kind that “no man” can “separate” !

B. What about the sin of adultery?

1 Cor.6: 9-11 Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.


1.
So, we see the seriousness of it.


2.
Do not become involved in the first place!



a.
Do not date divorced persons.



b.
1 Thess.5:22 “abstain from every form of evil.”


3.
If involved now, repent of your sin!

a. Drunkard must stop drinking; thief stop stealing; liar stop lying; adulterer cease adulterous relationship.



b.
Christ said some became eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake!




A] One cannot continue in an adulterous union and be pleasing to God!



c.
Church’s responsibility is clear-cut in [unquestionable] cases of adultery! (1 Cor.5)

Page Eight                                                         UNHOLY MARRIAGES                Chart #307                       S 87 A
CONCLUSION

A.
This is briefly the teaching of the Scriptures on this subject.

B.
It is a very serious subject.

C.
Eternal destinies are in the balance.

D.
Live so as to please God, not man or ourselves!
E.
God intended for marriage to be for life!  He hates divorce! [Malachi]


1.
One has no right to another as long as or while his/her spouse lives.



a.
Except when divorce is obtained because of sexual immorality (fornication).

2. To have another’s spouse while that one lives, or to have a wife or husband while one’s spouse lives is adultery [fornication] and needs to be repented of, i.e., quit living together!


Summary of Matt.5:32; 19:9; Mk.10:11-12; Lk.16:18

by Farrell Jenkins
THE MAN Everyone that putteth away his wife (all 4 accounts) and marries another (Lk; Mt.19) committeth adultery
THE WOMAN She puts away her husband (Mk) and (she) marries another – committeth adultery
THE PUT AWAY WOMAN (The Man who) putteth her away maketh her an adultress (Mt5) committeth adultery against her (Mk)
THE THIRD PARTY Whosoever shall marry her (Mt5; 19; Lk) (the put away-divorced-woman) committeth adultery
ONE EXCEPTION “Saving (except) for fornication” (Mt.5; Mt.19)
F.
Men, to avoid fornication and the temptation to indulge in it, do as Joseph did when Potiphar’s wife wanted him to lie with her --run away!
G.
Women, do not be like Potiphar’s wife or Uriah’s wife [Bathsheba] who bathed in plain view of the King’s roof (2 Sam.11).

H.
Men, do not be like David and succumb to the temptress!

Matt.5:27-28  “You have heard that it was said, ‘you shall not commit adultery’; but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart."
	YEAR		MARRIAGES                 DIVORCES		    % OF DIVORCE TO MARRIAGE


                      NUMBER  RATE		NUMBER  RATE


	1890		   570,000		 9.0		    33,461  		 0.5	    A little Less than		 6%


	1950		 1,667.231		11.1		  385.144		 2.6	    A little More than		23%


	1970		 2,158,802		10.6		  708,000		 3.5	    A little Less than		33%


	1980		 2,406,708		10.6		1,182,000		 5.2	    A little More than		49%


	1985		 2.425,000		10.2		1,187,000		 5.0	    A little Less than		49%








1 Corinthians 7:26  I think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is.
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