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WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIRE?
Micah 6:8

He has told you, O man, what is good;

And what does the lord require of you

But to do justice, to love kindness,

And to walk humbly with your God?
INTRODUCTION
God Himself has shown you what is good; that which is profitable to you, and pleasing to Himself. And what is that? Answer, You are –
A. To do justly, or justice, or right or righteousness; to give to all their due. 

1. To God his due; your heart, your body, soul, and spirit; your wisdom, under-standing, judgment. "To love him with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and your neighbour as yourself." This is God's due and right from every man. 

2. You are to give your neighbour his due; to do to him as you would that he should do to you, never working ill to him. 

3. You are to give to yourself your due; not to deprive your soul of what God has provided for it; to keep your body in temperance, sobriety, and chastity; avoiding all excesses, both in action and passion. 

 B. You are to love mercy, or kindness or good; exercising love; not only to do what justice requires, but also what mercy, kindness, benevolence, and love require.

C. But how are you to do this? You are to walk humbly with your God (means to have) fellowship with God; , hatsnea, to humble yourself to walk. This implies to acknowledge your iniquity, and submit to be saved by his free mercy, as you have already found that no kind of offering or sacrifice can avail. Without this humiliation of soul there never was, there never can be, any walking With God; for

without His mercy no soul can be saved; and He must be your God before you can walk with him. Many, when they hear the nature of sin pointed out, and the way of salvation made plain through the blood of the Lamb, have shut their eyes both against sin and the proper sacrifice for it, and thrust aside all exhortation, threatening, &c., with this text: "God requires nothing of us but to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with Him."
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Are you willing to stand or fall by this text? … on this ground (alone) no soul of man can be saved. Nor does God say that this doing justly, &c., shall merit eternal glory. No. He shows that in this way all men should walk; that this is the duty of every rational being; but (that is not all that is required of man to effect his salvation). [see Adam Clarke's Commentary]

D. This covers last six commands of the Law, dealing with man’s relationship with man.

1. The Jews of Micah’s time practiced, instead,

a. Injustice
b. Oppression
c. No Affection 
E. The Old Testament contains many profitable lessons.

Rom.15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

1 Cor.10:11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

F. Our text reveals that God required some things of the Israelites.

1. God has always required something of man. Adam & Eve; Noah; etc.

2. In our day, many ignore His requirements, but such is fatal to the soul.

Matt.7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

2 Thess.1:7-9 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 8In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;
1 Pet. 4:17-18 For the time is come that judgment must begin (from) the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 18And if the righteous (are) saved (with difficulties, persecutions), where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? (my translation)
G. In this lesson, we are concerned with that which God requires of us. Let us consider:
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I. GOD REQUIRES A WILLING MIND –that is—God requires you first and foremost!
Micah 6:6-7 With what shall I come to the lord And bow myself before the God on high? Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, With yearling calves? Does the lord take delight in thousands of rams, In ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I present my firstborn for my rebellious acts, The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
God requires you before your sacrifices or offerings!

You must give yourself to God before you offer anything to Him!

1. In Micah Six we have the case of God against Israel –

what He has done for them and their disobedience and ungratefulness.

2. v.6-8 (v.8, Text; 6-7, above) are key verses in this book. What could they offer for their sins?
Psalm 51:16-17 For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.

Nothing except themselves!

3. If the heart is right, there will be no constant urging to study the Bible, attend services, teach others, serve others, etc.

a. Situation in Israel: cheating, lying, deceit, violence (Micah 6:11-12)

"Can I justify wicked scales And a bag of deceptive weights? For the rich men of the city are full of violence, Her residents speak lies, And their tongue is deceitful in their mouth.”

b. No Godly, Just, Upright people, only violence and bloodshed, to the extent that one had to be wary of his own family!

Micah 7:2 The godly person has perished from the land, And there is no upright person among men. All of them lie in wait for bloodshed; Each of them hunts the other with a net.
Micah 7:5-6 Do not trust in a neighbor; Do not have confidence in a friend. From her who lies in your bosom Guard your lips. For son treats father contemptuously, Daughter rises up against her mother, Daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; A man's enemies are the men of his own household.
So—Micah 6:6-8.
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A. The Christian’s service is to be a hearty service. Col.3:18-25

18Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart. 22Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.
B. God does not coerce, He invites the willing to serve.

Matt.11:28-30 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29"Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30"For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."
Rev.22:17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.
Isa. 55:7 Let the wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the lord, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.
C. The Lord has ever required a willing mind as a prerequisite to service to Him.

Consider these examples:

1. Contribution for the Tabernacle. Exodus 25:2

Tell the sons of Israel to raise a contribution for Me; from every man whose heart moves him you shall raise My contribution.”
In Exodus 36:6 they were restrained from bringing!

2. Rebuilding of the walls. Neh.4:6 So we built the wall and the whole wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.
3. Healing of snakebites by serpent of brass.  Num.21:8-9

Then the lord said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will live." And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived.
4. Must be present in our giving. 2 Cor.8:12

For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have.
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II. GOD REQUIRES AN OBEDIENT HEART
A. That God has ever required obedience, no Bible student can deny!

1. Israel was commanded to obey Him. Num.15:37-41
37The lord also spoke to Moses, saying, 38Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they shall make for themselves tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and that they shall put on the tassel of each corner a cord of blue. 39It shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the lord, so as to do them and not follow after your own heart and your own eyes, after which you played the harlot, 40so that you may remember to do all My commandments and be holy to your God. 41I am the lord your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt to be your God; I am the lord your God."

2. We must obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29).

3. Our freedom from bondage of sin is conditioned upon obedience. (Rom.6:17-18) But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

4. Christ is the source of eternal salvation to the obedient. (Heb.5:8-9) Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,

5. Only obedient have a right to the bliss of Heaven (Rev.22:14) Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.
6. Only the obedient know God (1 John 2:3-6) By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

7. Only the obedient can enter the kingdom of Heaven (Matt.7:21)

B. The obedient heart serves God, not man – when not watched – as well as when watched!

(Col.3:22-24, p.2, top) Phil.2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;
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1. If deprived of earthly glory for service rendered, many would quit serving.

2. It is God who must be pleased, Gal.1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.

III. GOD REQUIRES SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
A. So many in the church are content to do nothing!

1. They think they have done their duty when they attend one 60-minute (and not more than this either!) service on the Lord’s Day.

2. It is dangerous to be indifferent! (Rev.3:15-22)

B. Every member of the church has a part in edifying the church. (Eph.4:11-16)

11And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 16from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
C. God requires growth
2 Pet.3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
1 Pet.2:1-2 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,
D. Christian growth necessitates study (1 Pet.2:1-2, above)
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E. Christian growth necessitates exercise (Heb.5:12-14)

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

1. There are many spiritually anemic church members who are thus because they have not studied and/or exercised (practiced what they studied).

CONCLUSION
A. Are you doing that which the Lord requires of you?

1. Have you given yourself to Him (willing mind)?

2. Have you obeyed the Gospel (obedient heart)?

3. Are you developing spiritually?

B. If not, now is the time to begin!
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