Page One                                          WHAT IF CHRIST HAD NOT COME INTO THE WORLD?                                                S 59 E

What If Christ Had Not Come Into The World?
INTRODUCTION
A. Jesus Christ is the hope of the world, for through Him we have the abundant life here and eternal life hereafter.
B. But what would our condition be if Jesus had not come into the world? If He had never been born?
John 10:10 … I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

12:46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness.

15:22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.

I. WE WOULD NOT HAVE A PERFECT EXAMPLE
A. Jesus is held up before the world as the one and only perfect example that men may follow and be certain of making no mistake, 1 Peter 2:21
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.

1. He is our Example because He did no sin (1 Pet2:22 He committed no sin, …)
2. No other person in all the world has been able to claim such sinlessness. In Him was the embodiment of perfection.
John 8:46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?

Heb.4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

B. He is our Example...

1. In manner of life, 1 Pet, 1:15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
2. In speech,. 1 Pet.2:22 … neither was deceit in His mouth
3. In faithfulness to the Father, John 4:34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work)
6:38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.
4. In unselfish service, Matt20:26-28 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
C. But we would not have this Perfect Example if Jesus had not come into the world!
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II. WE WOULD NOT HAVE AN INCOMPARABLE TEACHER
A. Jesus came not simply to be our Example in living, but to teach us the truths of the Father,
John 8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free, 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed

B. Truly did Nicodemus say to Jesus (John 3:2) “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
C. We have not one line of Jesus’ writings.
1. Most of the world’s great teachers have written books that have been left as a heritage for the generations to follow; but as far as we know, Jesus never wrote a line except when He wrote on the ground,
John 8:6 … Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground.

2. Yet Jesus has done more through His teachings (divinely revealed and recorded in the Scriptures) to influence civilization and to mold character than all the writings of the philosophers of the centuries. Why? Because He is “a teacher come from God.”
D. Take the Parables of Jesus that so enrich and enlarge our lives. How much poorer we would have been without the Parable of the Prodigal Son and the Parable of the Good Samaritan.
E. Take the Sermon on the Mount, that even the unbeliever admits to be the true basis of proper human relationships.
F. But we would not have these wonderful, incomparable teachings if Jesus Christ had not come into the world.

III. WE WOULD NOT HAVE THE RIGHT ESTIMATE OF, IDEA OF, ATTITUDE TOWARD, HUMANITY
A. It is easy to evaluate things as being more important than human beings.
1. It is easy to imagine that gold, stocks and bonds, houses and lands, are those thing that constitute the chief values in life.
2. Christ does not so teach. He teaches that more important than all the gold and silver that fill the banks, more important than houses and lands, is one soul of man, though ignorant, poor and humble it may be
Matt.16:26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life?
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B. The correct test of a civilization is the kind of people that civilization produces. Civilization without Christ would be darkness!
C. But we would not have the proper evaluation of humanity if Jesus Christ had not come into the world.
IV. WE WOULD BE WITHOUT AN ADEQUATE ATONEMENT FOR SIN
A. Without Christ men tried to create their own atonement for sin.
1. They were beating themselves, torturing themselves, they were offering all kinds of crude and terrible sacrifices, if only they might ease the ache of their hearts, tormented by an accusing conscience.
B. But the day that changed the world was the day when Christ died for our sins.
1. Of course the whole world is not changed. Many still do not have Christ and worship in vain.
2. The Maya civilization did “...in many respects achieved the highest development among the original inhabitants of the Western hemisphere” (Funk and Wagnalls New Encyclopedia)
a. ‘They lived in Mexico, Guatemala and in parts of Belize and Honduras” (ibid.)
b. Yet they offered human sacrifices to pagan gods! (“... a number of nature gods.” ibid.)
Human sacrifice was a common religious practice. It was thought to ensure fertility, demonstrate devoutness, and appease the gods. Without such sacrifices, it was believed that bad luck, chaos, or cosmic disorder would occur. When important leaders or rulers died, servants were killed at funerals and buried with their master to accompany them in the next world. Players of a type of ball game literally played their “hearts-out” as loosing players were typically sacrificed by being rolled down the stairway of temples.

3. Iraq ~ We have seen in the news (2004), after the liberation of the country, the religious zealots whipping themselves on the back, bringing blood. quickly go to next slide
4. THE SIMILARITY BETWEEN SHIA RITUALS AND CHRISTIAN RITUALS

a. While it is not a prevalent practice among Christians, some who call themselves “Christians” in the Philippines practice the same self flagellation tactics practiced by Modern day Shia (a branch of the Muslims).
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b. Notice that this practice goes back to early Christianity and outdates the practice of the Shia —who most probably took it from them. From the fourth century AD, flagellation was practiced by both clergy and non-clergy as the most effective means of penance. (See the New Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol 4, MIcropaedia, p 813.)

C. Now, if that occurs with Jesus coming into the world, what kind of world would we be living in today if Jesus Christ had not come into the world? All of us who are Gentiles would probably be idolaters!
D. We would be without an adequate atonement for sin if Christ had not come into the world!
V. WE WOULD BE WITHOUT THE PROMISE OF REMISSION OF SINS
A. It has always been true that “w/o the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins” (Heb.9:22)

1. The sacrifice of the blood of animals under Judaism looked forward to the only blood that could take away sin, (Lev. 16:7-22)
2. Such sacrifices could not take away sin, Heb.10:4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

B. It is only through the shedding of the blood of God’s only Begotten Son that we could have remission of sins.

John 1:29 … Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Matt26:28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Col.l:13-14 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanseth us from all sin.
Rev.1:5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood

VI. WE WOULD NOT HAVE A SAVIOR

Matt.1:21 “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
A. Man needs a Savior
1. Because all have sinned. Rom.3:10-12 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
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2. Because he is unable to save himself.
Jer.10:23 I know, O LORD, that the way of man is not in himself, that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.

Isa.64:6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Rom.7:18-25 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 
19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

B. Who, then, could become man’s Savior?
1. Not a saint upon earth, for there was not one who had not sinned.
2. Not an angel in heaven, for angels are spirit beings.
a. Angels could represent God to man for certainly they are acquainted with God’s goodness, love and mercy; but they could not represent man to God, for they know nothing of man’s fleshly weaknesses and temptations.
3. Consequently it was necessary to have one who was both God and man, who could properly and righteously represent both Heaven and Earth, and Jesus Christ, the son of God (Immanuel) was the only one qualified to serve as man’s Savior.
C. We Would Not Have A Savior If Jesus Had Not Come Into The World!

VIl. THE CHRISTIAN WOULD NOT HAVE A MEDIATOR

A. There is but one Mediator between God and man and that is Jesus Christ
1 Tim.2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
1. He is our Mediator because He is both God and man.
John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3A11 things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Phil.2:6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
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2. He is our Mediator because He was without sin. Heb.4:14-16
14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
B. He is, therefore, an able mediator who is always available for every need.
Heb.7:25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.
C. The Christian would not have a mediator if Jesus had not come into the world!
VIII. WE WOULD BE WITHOUT A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE

A. We can be assured that His judgments will be just and righteous, John 5:30
“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me.”
1. Often, in the judgments and courts of this earth, there is more or less partiality and respect of persons, but not so with the Great Judge of all man.
2. He will show no partiality and there will be no alibi accepted from anyone. 2 Cor.5:10
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of . Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
B. We Would Be Without A Righteous Judge If Jesus Had Not Come Into The World!

IX. WE WOULD HAVE NO DOOR OF HOPE BEYOND THE GRAVE

A. Jesus Christ is the answer to the question, “If a man die, shall he live again?” (Job 14:14)
B. Jesus came with comfort for the brokenhearted John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
14:19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.
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C. There are three great matters that concern all mankind: life, death and eternity.
1. Christ alone has the only definite, authoritative and satisfying word concerning all three.
Rev.1:18 I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.
D. We would have no door of hope beyond the grave if Jesus had not come into the world!
CONCLUSION

A. Truly Jesus Christ is the hope of the world; but where would we be if Jesus had not come? In a pagan world of darkness and doubt!
B. But if you have not obeyed His gospel, His coming as far as you are concerned has been in vain!
C. What is your attitude toward Christ and His coming into the world?
1, If you are not His disciple, if you have not made Him your Savior, how can you keep from giving you all to Him?
D. Will you enter the door of salvation so as to have a door of hope of heaven?
E. Obey Him today. Come to Him

Humbly
Penitently
Obediently
Trustfully
and He will receive you and bless you for time and for eternity.
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