WHAT HAVE THEY SEEN IN YOUR HOUSE?

Isaiah 39:1-8

At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. And Hezekiah was pleased, and showed them all his treasure house, the silver and the gold and the spices and the precious oil and his whole armory and all that was found in his treasuries. There was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah did not show them. Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and said to him, “What did these men say, and from where have they come to you?” And Hezekiah said, “They have come to me from a far country, from Babylon.” And he said, “What have they seen in your house?” So Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among my treasuries that I have not shown them.” Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lord of hosts, ‘Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left,’ says the Lord. ‘And some of your sons who shall issue from you, whom you shall beget, shall be taken away; and they shall become officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.’” Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the Lord which you have spoken is good.” For he thought, “For there will be peace and truth in my days."

INTRODUCTION

1. Text: King Hezekiah allowed the enemies of Israel to see what was in his house and, as a result, the treasures were carried into Babylonian captiv​ity.

2. Visitors in our homes get true conceptions of our home life by what they see.

a. A great man once said, "Tell me what is in your house by choice, and I 
will tell you your home life."

b. Names in our guest books, titles of books, magazines, entertainment, conversations, authority, love, companionship, hospitality, parental example.

3. Truly, "There is no place like home."

a. The sweetest sounds to mortals given are heard in mother, home, and hea​ven" (William Goldsmith Brown).

b. Expressed also in poetry and songs ("Home, Sweet Home").

4. God decreed the home and home life. First home in Eden was a paradise.... Gen.2
a. This perfect home was wrecked by sin. Likewise today

5. The question, "What have they seen in your house'' is a vital one even now.

a. Let us study some things God's word teaches should be in our homes.

SOME THINGS THAT SHOULD BE FOUND
IN THE HOMES OF CHRISTIANS

I. Authority

A. Man is the head of his wife (Eph.5:22-23 Wives, be subject to your own husbands,.. For the husband is the head of the wife,...).

1. Longfellow likened a woman to the cord of a bow, bending the bow, yet responding to it... ''one useless without the other."

2. Woman was made for a ''helpmeet" for man (Gen. 2)

a) Benjamin Franklin compared a single man to the odd half of a pair of scissors.

B. Train children to respect authority

Prov.22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it.
Prov.23:13 Do not hold back discipline from the child, Although you beat him with the rod, he will not die.

Prov.29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.

Prov.1:7-9 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction. Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, And do not forsake your mother’s teaching; Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head, And ornaments about your neck.
Eph.6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth. And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
1. Proper teaching is the first step in discipline.

a) ''Nurture'' means instruction and discipline, and "admonition" means putting in mind that which is ministered by the Lord. Synonym "Paideia'' stresses training by ACT.

2. Many do not teach children because parents or children are too busy. "Too many electric switches, too few peach tree switches" (Marshall Keeble)

3. Still other parents do not know enough about God's word to teach, and will make no effort to learn.

C. Respect for civil authority must be taught by parents (Rom.13:1-5)
1. The "Hippie" and "Yippie" movements are but a reflection upon parents!
II. LOVE (Eph.5:22-33)
A. True love will be shown by deeds.

1. A mother who "seeketh not her own" needs, but those of her family

(I Cor.13:5, "Love does not seek its own").
2. A father who provides the needs of the family (1 Tim. 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.)
B. A major problem lies here.

1. If the wife is willingly at the beck and call of her husband, it is easy for him to take advantage of her and act selfishly

2. If the husband tries to anticipate the wife's every wish and exhibits a love which he thinks is Christ-like, she may be tempted to impose on his efforts to please God and permit or even expect him to pamper her.
III. GOOD COMPANIONSHIP
A. Illustration: A lock and key form a functioning unit.

B. Husband "giving honor unto the weaker vessel" (I Pet.3:7). (Not infer​ior, but more delicate).

C. Wife "not a brawling woman, nor contentious"

Prov.25:24 It is better to live in a corner of the roof Than in a house shared with a contentious woman.

Prov.27:15 A constant dripping on a day of steady rain And a contentious woman are alike;

1. "Looketh well on the things of her household" Prov.31:27-28
She looks well to the ways of her household, And does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and bless her; Her husband also, and he praises her, saying: 
D. This companionship must be carried into social, recreational, and re​ligious activities.
IV. GOOD LITERATURE
A. Bible versus movie, sex, crime, etc.

B. "As he thinketh in his heart, so is he'' (Prov.23:1). As one reads, so he thinks.

C. Which do you think will ultimately win? Better develop a regular period of Bible study

1 Cor.15:33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”
V. HOSPITALITY (Rom.12:13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.)
VI. GOOD EXAMPLE BY PARENTS
A. Profanity, gambling, dancing, fornication, immodest apparel, temper, wagging tongue, covetousness?

1. Parents who run down the preacher, elders, deacons, songleader, other members in front of their children are setting themselves up for disappointment and failure!

2. Parents who take their children to school functions instead of Bible Class etc.....

B. Parents owe it to their children to be Christians!

C. No one lives without influence Rom.14:13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way.

1. Jesus taught by example 1 Pet.2:21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

2. Paul, and other apostles set an example 1 Cor.11:1 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

3. Why was Timothy such an outstanding young preacher? 2 Tim.1:5
For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well.
VII. SOME OBSTACLES IN MAKING OUR HOMES WHAT GOD WOULD HAVE THEM BE
A. Competition in the environment.

1. Activities which take children out of the home.

a. School games, plays, band, glee club, Boy-Girl Scouts, 4H clubs, FFA.

2. Activities which take parents out of the home.

a. Business, community projects, recreational activities, social functions.

3. Competing elements in the home.

a. Children's school work, housework, parent's business home work, newspapers, television, etc.

4. Certainly, these things are needed and are not sinful, but they must not take precedence over religious duties and privileges.

B. Influence of worldly preachers. Those who condone worldliness rather than condemn it.

C. Unconverted church members: Those who have been converted to faith, rep​entance, baptism, and the "Church of Christ" but have not learned that God's people are "transformed."

D. Mothers should choose caring for their children instead of working out​side the home if possible.

1. Some, of course, must work to provide necessities of life.

2. Some, on the other hand, want unnecessary material wealth.

3. This applies also to those who find working outside "Challenging, invigorating, and satisfying," while homemaking and child-care are drudgery to them.
CONCLUSION

1. I don't propose to solve all problems by this lesson, but this would make a good beginning.

2. What have they seen in thine house? (Review items studied)

3. Let us resolve now to ''set our house in order" 2 Kings 20:1
In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.’”

4. "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" Joshua 24:15
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