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HEAVEN

Text: 2 Corinthians 12:2 ESV I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven--whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows.
I LOVE TO HEAR IT AGAIN

So oft I’ve read
what the prophet said

of the blessed home above,
Where the saints will meet

at Jesus’ feet

and bask in His smiling love.

I’ve read of the land

on the golden strand,

the place so free from pain,
I’ve oft been told
of the streets of gold

but I love to hear it again.

I’ve read it too,

that the skies are blue,

that the storm will never rage;
That the city fair,
and the people there

will never grow old with age.

I’ve read of the gates
where the angels wait;

of the crowns the righteous win,
I’ve read it oft,

but ‘tis not enough,

I love to read it again.

I’ve read of the song
by the ransomed throng

how the vaults of heaven will ring,
Till my heart would fill
with a holy thrill—

I could almost hear them sing.

In songs of praise
with heavenly lays

they sing of freedom from sin.

I’ve oft been told,
but it ne’er grows old,

I love to hear it again.

—Author Unknown
Sometimes it may seem as though preachers and others think the main thing that will convert people is fear! (Many sermons on hell.)

Hear now one on the love of God and the beautiful home awaiting faithful Christians.
The Jews (or some of them) thought there were seven heavens.
Thayer mentiones “… seven distinct heavens described by the author of the testaments of the twelve patriarchs and by the Rabbins.”
adam clarke, in his commentary on 2 Cor.12:2, says concerning these “7 heavens” — “All this is sufficiently unphilosophical, and in several cases ridiculous. In the sacred writings three heavens only are mentioned.” He lists and describes these “7 heavens” —

1. the velum or curtain, “Which in the morning is folded up, and in the evening stretched out.” cf. Isa.40:22
2. the firmament or expanse, “In which the sun, moon, stars, and constellations are fixed.” cf. Gen.1:17
3. the clouds or aether, “Where the mill-stones are which grind the manna for the righteous.” cf. Psa.78:23-ff
4. the habitation, “Where Jerusalem, and the temple, and the altar, were constructed; and where Michael the great prince stands and offers sacrifices.” cf. 1 Kings 8:13
5. the dwelling-place, “Where the troops of angels sing throughout the night, but are silent in the day time, because of the glory of the Israelites.” cf. Psa.42:8 with Deut.26:15
6. the fixed residence, “Where are the treasures of snow and hail, the repository of noxious dews, of drops, and whirlwinds; the grotto of exhalations.” cf. 1 Kings 8:39, 49
7. the araboth, “Where are justice, judgment, mercy, the treasures of life; peace and blessedness; the souls of the righteous, the souls and spirits which are reserved for the bodies yet to be formed, and the dew by which God is to vivify the dead.” cf. Psa.89:14; Isa.59:17
again: “All this,” says Clarke, “is sufficiently unphilosophical, and in several cases ridiculous. In the sacred writings three heavens only are mentioned.”
first — Atmosphere

second — Starry Heaven (Sun, Moon, Planets, and Stars)
third — The place of the Blessed, or the Throne of the Divine Glory.

let us look at the word translated “heaven” as described by thayer (pp. 464-5)
 (from a root meaning ‘to cover,’ ‘encompass’ ...), heaven; and, in imitation of the Hebrew (Hebrew Word) (i.e. prop. the heights bove, the upper regions),  the heavens ..., i.e.
1. the vaulted expanse of the sky with all the things visible in it;

a. generally: as opposed to the earth, Heb. i. 10 (And, Thou, Lord, In the beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the works of Thy hands;); 2 Pet. 3:5, 10, 12 (...the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water; ....heavens will pass away...earth and its works will be burned up; ...heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt...);  (heaven and earth) the same as or equivalent to the universe, the world (according to primitive Hebrew manner of speaking, inasmuch as they had neither the conception nor the name of the universe, …
The ancients conceived of the expanded sky as an arch or vault the outmost edge of which touched the extreme limits of the earth....; hence such expressions as (from one end of heaven to the other), Matt. 24:31; (from the farthest end of the earth, to the farthest end of heaven) Mk. 13:27.....

b. the aerial heavens or sky, the region where the clouds and tempests gather, and where thunder and lightning are produced, Matt.16:2-3( (where reference is made to the sky — or, HEAVEN — and its appearance, by which it is determined whether or not it will be a fair or stormy day)....

....These heavens are opened by being cleft asunder, and from the upper heavens, or abode of heavenly beings, come down upon earth —
—now the H.S., Mt. iii. 16; Mk. i. 10 (And immediately coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opening (or, “being parted”), and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him;); Lk. iii. 21 sq; John i. 32;
-now angels, John i. 51 (52) (...you shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.);
—and now in vision appear to human sight some of the things within the highest heaven, Acts vii. 55 (I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.); x. 11, 16 (and he beheld the sky (or, “heaven”) opened up,...; And this happened three times; and immediately the object (or, “vessel”) was taken up into the sky (or, “heaven”). );
through the aerial heavens sound voices, which are uttered in the heavenly abode: Mt. iii. 17; Mk. i. 11; Lk. iii. 22; John xii. 28; 2 Pet. i. 18.

2. Heaven #2 THE SIDEREAL or STARRY HEAVENS: .... Heb. xi. 12 (stars of heaven) ...; ...THE HEAVENLY FORCES (hosts), i.e. THE STARS.....

3. Heaven #3 THE REGION ABOVE THE SIDERAL HEAVENS, THE SEAT OF AN ORDER OF THINGS ETERNAL AND CONSUMMATELY PERFECT, WHERE GOD DWELLS AND THE OTHER HEAVENLY BEINGS:

A. This is the heaven we are concerned about in our study. Concerning this heaven, we learn..........

I. IT IS THE HIGHEST HEAVEN, THE DWELLING PLACE OF GOD
1 Kings 8:30 “And listen to the supplication of Thy servant and of Thy people Israel, when they pray toward this place; hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling place; hear and forgive.”
2 Chron.30:27 “...their prayer came to His holy dwelling place, to heaven.”
Psalm 11:4 “‘The Lord is in His holy temple, The Lord’s throne is in heaven;..”
Psalm 33:13-14 “The Lord looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of men; from His dwelling place He looks out On all the inhabitants of the earth.”
Matt.5:34 “... .heaven. ... is the throne of God;”
Rev.11:13; 16:11 “...the God of Heaven...”
Matt.5:16 “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see our good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
Matt.5:45 “in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven;”
II FROM THIS HEAVEN, CAME THE SON OF MAN, JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD
John 3:13 ‘And no one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven, even the Son of Man.”
John 3:31 “He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the earth* He who comes from heaven is above all,
John 6:38 “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”
John 6:41 “The Jews therefore were grumbling about Him, because He said, ‘I I am the bread that came down out of heaven.’”
1 Cor.15:47 “The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven.”
III. THIS HEAVEN IS THE ABODE TO WHICH CHRIST ASCENDED AFTER HIS RESURRECTION.

Mark 16:19 “So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God.”
Acts 1:9-11; 2:34 1 Peter 3:21-22; Ephesians 1:18-23

This is our hope 1 Cor.15 (13-14) “But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.” (16-17) “For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.” (19) “If we have only hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men most to be pitied.”
IV. FROM THIS HEAVEN, THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS SENT DOWN

1 Peter 1:12 “It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, — things into which angels long to look.”
JOHN 14:16-17, 26; 15:26; 16:7-8, 13; ACTS 1:4-5 , 8; 2:l-4
V. FROM THIS HEAVEN JESUS WILL RETURN WITH HIS ANGELS

Whose dwelling place is this Heaven (cf. I. p.4)
Matt.24:36 “angels of heaven”
Matt. 28:2 “an angel of the Lord descended from heaven”
1 Thess.4:13-18; 2 Thess.1:6-10
VI. THIS HEAVEN IS APPOINTED AS THE FUTURE ABODE OF IHOSE WHO, RAISED FROM THE DEAD AND CLOTHED WITH SUPERIOR BODIES, SHALL BECOME PARTAKERS OF THE HEAVENLY KINGDOM. (cf., above passages)

2 Cor.5:1 “For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”
Col.1:5 “because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel,”
1 Peter 1:4 “to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.”
INVITATION: DO YOU HAVE THIS HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE IN HEAVEN?
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