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Overview of Calvinism

Theme: Understanding the doctrine of Calvinism. Gal. 1:6-9
TEXT: ESV 6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- 7not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.
INTRODUCTION

A. There are many denominations professing Christianity who also hold to the teachings of Calvinism. 

1. Others not only realize it, but glory in it, believing it to be the only "true" Christianity. 

2. Furthermore, many Christians do not know what Calvinism is or any of its tenets. 

3. Thus, the following lessons are aimed at presenting the teachings of Calvinism and comparing it with the word of God...since God's word is our standard for Christianity. 

B. For the next six lessons we shall look at the main doctrines that comprise the overall view of Calvinistic doctrine. 

1. This morning, however, we shall look at background to Calvinism. 

2. This background is helpful in understanding the roots of Calvinism in light of Christianity.

I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

A. Pelagius and Augustine (early 5th century). 

1. Pelagius - among other teachings: 

a. Man has the ability (free will) to reject evil and seek God. Matt.5:48
ESV You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
b. Rejected the doctrine of "original sin" and taught that children are born innocent of the sin of Adam. 

c. note: others, as far back as Clemens Alexandrinus (ad), held to similar views. (He flourished under the reigns of Severus and Ca-racalla, 193-217)
2. Augustine - in addition to other convictions, solidified the following beliefs against Pelagius' teachings: {God had prepared Augustine also spiritually for this battle (against Pelagianism).}
http://www.prca.org/books/portraits/august.htm
a. Human nature had been so completely corrupted by Adam's fall that no one, in himself, has the ability to obey either the law or the gospel.
b. Divine grace is essential if sinners are to believe and be saved, and this grace is extended only to those whom God predestined to eternal life before the foundation of the world. 

c. summary: The act of faith, therefore, results, not from the sinner's free will (as Pelagius taught) but from God's free grace which is bestowed on the elect only. 1 

B. James (Jacobus) Arminius and John Calvin (early 17th century). 

1. Arminius: Though different from Pelagius (hence his doctrines are referred as "semi-Pelagianism"): 2  {he broke away from Calvinism}
a. God has decreed to save through Jesus Christ those of the fallen and sinful race who through the grace of the Holy Spirit believe in him, but leaves in sin the incorrigible and unbelieving. (In other words predestination is said to be conditioned by God's foreknowledge of who would respond to the gospel). 

b. Christ died for all men (not just for the elect), but no one except the believer has remission of sin. 

c. Man can neither of himself nor of his free will do anything truly good until he is born again of God, in Christ, through the Holy Spirit. (Though accused of such, Arminius and his followers were not Pelagians.) 

d. All good deeds or movements in the regenerate must be ascribed to the grace of God but his grace is not irresistible. 

e. Those who are incorporated into Christ by a true faith have power given them through the assisting grace of the Holy Spirit to persevere in the faith. But it is possible for a believer to fall from grace. 

2. Calvin: After the teachings of Augustine.
II. THE FIVE POINTS OF CALVINISM - T U L I P 

A. Total Depravity (Total Inability): Man is sinful and was born that way because of one man, Adam. Through Adam's sin, man was cursed to die and suffer eternal separation from God and damnation to Hell (original sin).
Romans 5:12 ESV Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned--

Ephesians 2:1-3 ESV 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience-- 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

B. Unconditional Election: God chooses (elects) those who will spend eternity with Him. This is not based on income, status, how "good" you are, or on any works whatsoever. This is a pure and free GIFT from God. 
Matthew 22:14 ESV “For many are called, but few are chosen."
Romans 8:28-30 ESV 28And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

C. Limited Atonement (Particular Redemption): Christ's death and defeat of sin was sufficient to cover the sins of all mankind. However, this atonement by Christ is limited to only those who believe on His name and call him Lord of their life.
Luke 19:10 ESV  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."
Galatians 1:3-4 ESV 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,

D. Irresistible Grace (The efficacious* call of the Spirit): Once you are elected by God, He begins His work in you through the power of the Holy Spirit. This grace, which exposes your sin and convicts you, cannot be ignored and sooner or later, you will have to go to the foot of the Cross and acknowledge your need of a Savior.
*having the power to produce a desired effect
Romans 8:14 ESV For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

1 Corinthians 12:3 ESV Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says "Jesus is accursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except in the Holy Spirit.
E. Perseverance of the Saints (Security of Believers): This statement applies to the fact that once a person is truly saved, his salvation is secure and upon physical death, will be reunited with God and glorified in Heaven.
John 3:16 ESV "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
John 5:24 ESV Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.
III. QUOTES REGARDING CALVINISM
A. John Calvin: "Predestination we call the eternal decree of God, by which He has determined in Himself, what would have to become of every individual of mankind. For they are not all created with a similar destiny; but eternal life is foreordained for some and eternal death for others. Every man, therefore, being created for one or the other of these ends, we say he is predestinated either to life or to death." 3 

B. Martin Luther: "All things whatever arise from, and depend on, the divine appointment; whereby it was foreordained who should receive the word of life, and who should disbelieve it; who should be delivered from their sins, and who should be hardened in them; and who should be justified and who should be condemned." 4 

C. Loraine Boettner: "We are living in a day in which practically all of the historic churches are being attacked from within by unbelief. Many of them have already succumbed. And almost invariably the line of descent has been from Calvinism to Arminianism, from Arminianism to Liberalism, and then to Unitarianism. And the history of Liberalism and Unitarianism shows that they deteriorate into a social gospel that is too weak to sustain itself. We are convinced that the future of Christianity is bound up with that system of theology historically called "Calvinism.' 5
CONCLUSION 

A. Next week we delve into the many scriptures that expose the falsehood of this doctrine. 

B. Until then, know that God's word is clear in that you have a choice to come today to receive His gracious gospel. Acts 2:37-41
Romans 6:17 ESV But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,

INVITATION
FOOTNOTES: 
1. Steele and Thomas, The Five Points of Calvinism, p. 20.

2. Calvinism and Arminianism, http://www.dcn.davis.ca.us/~gvcc/theology_notes/Calvin_and_Arminius.html
3. Turner, A critical examination of Calvinism, http://members.tripod.com/rethinking/calbk_1.html
4. ibid

5. Boettner, The Reformed Faith, http://www.datasync.com/~crwnrts/fbs/reformed.htm
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