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Overview of Calvinism: Unconditional Election 2

Theme: God wants all saved (not some), but salvation is conditional. 2 Pet. 3:5-9
ESV 5For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
INTRODUCTION 

A. In the previous lesson we looked at the first point Calvinism teaches in support of their doctrine 'unconditional election': God -- before the foundation of the world -- chose each individual He would save.
B. We continue to look at their teachings used to support this false doctrine.

I. CALVINISTIC DOCTRINE OF "UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION" 

A. Election is not salvation but is unto salvation.
1. Calvinistic doctrine analogy: Just as the president-elect does not become the president of the U.S. Until he is inaugurated, those chosen unto salvation are not saved until they are regenerated by the Spirit and justified by faith in Christ. Rom.11:7; 2 Tim.2:10
Romans 11:7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened,
2 Timothy 2:10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

2. God's word on election.
a. Election means to choose.
1) As noted in the last lesson (Rom.8:29-30) God's chosen are those who God foreknew would receive His word and thus predestined to be conformed to image of Jesus Christ.
a) Those predestined for glory are those who obeyed from their heart that form of doctrine to which they were delivered. (Rom.6:17)
b) Naturally, those predestined for glory are synonymously justified (made righteous) by God's grace.
2) God's chosen, however, can also "choose" to leave the Lord.
a) Judas was chosen by Christ to be His apostle, yet Judas chose to forsake the Lord. John 6:70 (cp. Gal.5:4)
John 6:70 Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you, the Twelve? And yet one of you is a devil."
Galatians 5:4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.
b) Likewise, compare the "chosen" (God's people) with those chosen, "and faithful." Rev.2:5; 17:13-14
Revelation 2:5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.
Revelation 17: 13These are of one mind and hand over their power and authority to the beast.  14They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful."

B. Election based upon distinguishing mercy of almighty God.
1. Calvinistic doctrine: It was not man's will but God's will that determined which sinners would be shown mercy and saved. Deut.7:6,7; Matt.20:15; Rom.9:10-24; Rom.11:4-6, 33-36; Eph.1:5
Romans 11: 4But what is God's reply to him? "I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal." 5So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.

Ephesians 1:5 he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,
2. God's word.
a. As noted earlier in the lesson: God wants all saved. (John 3:16) 1 Tim.2:4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
b. God's mercy is extended to those, who, of their good and noble hearts, obey the Lord's calling. Luke 8:15 As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.
CONCLUSION
A. Calvinism teaches that God chooses those whom He wanted saved from the foundation of the world, yet this doctrine contradicts the clear teachings of the scriptures:
1. That God wants all saved and provided a means by which all could be saved.
2. That man can receive or reject God's gracious gift of salvation.
B. Those who make up the "elect" were foreknown by God.
1. As the elect, one can choose to "fall from God's grace."
2. Thus, God's election is conditional... not unconditional as Calvinism teaches
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