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Overview of Calvinism: Limited Atonement

Theme: Christ's atoning blood was shed for all. Hebrews 7: ESV 26For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.
INTRODUCTION
A. Previously:
1. We looked at the historical background to the Calvinistic doctrine.
2. We looked at the doctrine of 'Total Depravity' as it related to the whole of Calvinism.
3. We also saw the false teaching regarding 'Unconditional Election.'
B. We are now in the third (not including the intro lesson) of five lessons that make up the totality of Calvinism: Limited Atonement.
1. "Limited Atonement" means that God limits the atoning blood of Jesus to particular individuals He has chosen from before the foundation of the world.
2. When looking only at the scriptures used to promote this doctrine (as in any one-sided study) it may seem that God has -- without man's participation in the process of salvation -- chosen certain individuals to salvation.
3. This study will show the whole counsel regarding this matter, and as a result, show the error of the "limited atonement" doctrine.
I. CALVINISTIC DOCTRINE OF
"LIMITED ATONEMENT"
NOTE: The Scriptures describe the end intended and accomplished by Christ's work as the full salvation (actual reconciliation, justification, and sanctification) of His people.
A. The Scriptures state that Christ came, not to enable men to save themselves, but to save sinners. Matt.1:21; Luke 19:10; 2 Cor.5:21; Gal.1:3-4; 1 Tim.1:15; Titus 2:14; 1 Pet.3:18
Matthew 1:21 She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."
1 Timothy 1:15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.

B. The Scriptures declare that, as the result of what Christ did and suffered, His people are reconciled to God, justified, and given the Holy Spirit who regenerates and sanctifies them. All these blessings were secured by Christ Himself for His people.
1. Reconciliation
2 Corinthians 5: 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Ephesians 2: 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
Colossians 1:21And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,

2. Justification. Rom.3:24-25; 5:8-9; 1 Cor.1:30; Gal.3:13; Col.1:13-14; Heb.9:12; 1 Pet.2:24
Romans 3: 24and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in His divine forbearance He had passed over former sins.

3. Regeneration and sanctification. Eph.1:3-4; Phil.1:29; Acts 5:31; Titus 2:14; Eph.5:25-26; 1 Cor.1:30; Heb.9:14; 13:12; 1 John 1:7
Ephesians 1: 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. …
C. Some passages speak of Christ's dying for "all" men and of His death as saving the "world," yet others speak of His death as being definite in design and of His dying for particular people and securing salvation for them.
1. Saving work in general terms.
a. "World." John 1:9, 29; 3:16-17; 4:42; 2 Cor.5:19; 1 John 2:1-2; 4:14
John 1:9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

b. "All." Rom.5:18; 2 Cor.5:14-15; 1 Tim.2:4-6; Heb.2:9; 2 Pet.3:9
Romans 5:18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.

2. Saving work in definite terms. Matt.1:21; 20:28; 26:28; John 10:11; 11:50-53; Acts 20:28; Eph.5:25-27; Rom.8:32-34; Heb.2:17; 3:1; 9:15, 28; Rev.5:9
Matthew 1:21 She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."
Acts 20:28 … the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.

II. THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD
A. Christ indeed came to save man and that man cannot save himself.
1. The difference between the Calvinist and the whole counsel of God's word is that God provided man the free will to accept or reject the Lord and His saving grace. Cp. Rom.6:17
But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,

2. Thus, while salvation is "by grace," such a grace comes "through faith." Eph.2:8
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,

a. The Calvinistic doctrine of "unconditional election" (last week's lesson) teaches that God imparts faith to a chosen sinner.
b. God's word says that "faith" comes by hearing God's word (Rom.10:17) and without this faith it is impossible to please God. (Heb.11:6)
c. Therefore, God allows man to choose to do well. Cp. Gen.4:7
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it."

B. It is true that God's people are reconciled, justified, and sanctified. (scriptures noted above in lesson).
1. The Calvinist teach that God imparts the Holy Spirit which makes them "saved."
2. Yet, the scriptures reveal of individuals who "received the Holy Spirit" yet were not yet "saved" (Acts 10:48), knowing that baptism is for the remission of sins, or synonymously, to wash away your sins. Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16
C. The counsel of God declares that "all" can be saved, but conditions "all" who are saved.
1. Whoever believes in Jesus (and His gospel) can be saved. John 3:16; Rom.1:16

2. Those who do not believe are condemned. Mark 16:16
3. In both cases, a free choice to the heavenly calling is made possible by God's design.
Acts 26: 19"Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance.

Acts 26: 27King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe." 28And Agrippa said to Paul, "In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?" 29And Paul said, "Whether short or long, I would to God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become such as I am--except for these chains."

CONCLUSION
A. God's atonement is for the whole world.
B. The only limitation to God's atonement is confined to all who choose to obey.

PAGE  
5

