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Overview of Calvinism 7: Perseverance of the Saints

Theme: Man can choose to stop persevering in their walk with the Lord. 2 Peter 1:5-9
NKJV 5But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.

INTRODUCTION
A. Previously:
1. We have looked at the historical background to the Calvinistic doctrine.
2. Additionally, we have also looked at the doctrine of 'Total Depravity' as it related to the whole of Calvinism.
3. We looked at the doctrine of 'Unconditional Election.'

4. We looked at the doctrine of 'Limited Atonement.'

5. We looked at the Calvinistic teaching regarding 'Irresistible Grace.'

B. We conclude this series of lessons regarding Calvinism with the doctrine known as 'Perseverance Of The Saints.'
1. This doctrine is more commonly referred to as the "Once saved, always saved" doctrine prevalently attributed to Baptists (yet, found in the majority of professed Christian religions).
2. According to the authors of the Five Points of Calvinism, they state: "Nothing can separate them from the eternal and unchangeable love of God. They have been predestined unto eternal glory and are therefore assured of heaven."1
C. God's word, contrary to this doctrine, specifically reveals that while nothing "externally" can separate the fellowship between His people, the individual who chose to come to him can choose to leave Him. cp. Rom.8:13
Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

I. CALVINISTIC DOCTRINE OF PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS
A. NOTE: As a condition of this doctrine it is stated: The doctrine of the perseverance of the saints does not maintain that all who profess the Christian faith are certain of heaven. It is saints -- those who are set apart by the Spirit -- who persevere to the end. It is believers -- those who are given true, living faith in Christ -- who are secure and safe in Him. Many who profess to believe fall away, but they do not fall from grace for they were never in grace. True believers do fall into temptations, and they do commit grievous sins, but these sins do not cause them to lose their salvation or separate them from Christ.2
B. Scriptures used (NOTE: scriptures in brackets are mine. M.D.): Isa.43:1-3 [Deut.28:15, Joshua 23.15-16]; 54:10; Matt.18:12-14 [Isa.59:1-2]; John 3:16, 36; 5:24; 6:35-40, 47; 10:27-30; 17:11, 12, 15; Rom.5:8-10; 8:1, 29-30, 35-39; 1 Cor.1:7-9; 10:13; 2 Cor.4:14, 17; Eph.1:5, 13-14; Col.3:3-4; 1 Thess.5:23-24; 2 Tim.4:18; Heb.9:12-15; 10:14; Heb.12:28; 1 Pet.1:3-5; 1 John 2:19, 25; 5:4, 11-13, 20; Jude 1, 24-25
Isaiah 43: 1But now, thus says the LORD, who created you, O Jacob, 

    And He who formed you, O Israel: 

    "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

    I have called you by your name; 

    You are Mine. 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

    And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. 

    When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, 

    Nor shall the flame scorch you. 3For I am the LORD your God, 

    The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 

    I gave Egypt for your ransom, 

    Ethiopia and Seba in your place.

Deut.28:15 "But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:”

Joshua 23: 15Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all the good things have come upon you which the LORD your God promised you, so the LORD will bring upon you all harmful things, until He has destroyed you from this good land which the LORD your God has given you. 16When you have transgressed the covenant of the LORD your God, which He commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed down to them, then the anger of the LORD will burn against you, and you shall perish quickly from the good land which He has given you."

Matthew 18: 12"What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying? 13And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. 14Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

Isaiah 59: 1Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, 

    That it cannot save; 

    Nor His ear heavy, 

    That it cannot hear. 2But your iniquities have separated you from your God; 

    And your sins have hidden His face from you, 

    So that He will not hear.

II. THE SCRIPTURES REVEAL THAT MAN CAN CHOOSE TO LEAVE THE LORD AND THUS FALL FROM GRACE
A. Man can choose to come to the Lord and leave the Lord.
1. Choosing to go to the Lord by believing and receiving His word.
Matthew 11:28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Acts 2: 40And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation." 41Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

1 Thess.2:13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.

2. Choosing to leave the Lord. 1 Tim.1:20; 2 Tim.2:17
1 Timothy 1:20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.

2 Timothy 2:17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort,

B. Those who leave the Lord are equivalent to not "persevering."
1. To persevere means: denotes to continue steadfastly in a thing and give unremitting care to it.3
2. Scriptures regarding perseverance: This word has the two senses
a. "to be strong" and

b. "to endure steadfastly."4
3. Exhortation to persevere. Heb.12:1-3
1Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

4. Christians are to persevere "lest you fall short of the grace of God."
Heb.12:14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:

5. Those who persevere (be faithful unto) death receive the gift of salvation.
Rev.2:10 … Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

C. Thus, the whole counsel of God reveals that one can in fact fall away from the Lord after having fellowship with God.
CONCLUSION:
A. We have clearly shown that while there are truths found within Calvinism, there are grievous error intertwined that makes the whole of the doctrine poisonous to the soul and damning to those who believe and teach its doctrine. 

B. The whole counsel of God reveals that:
1. Man is "totally depraved" only in the sense that he sinned and lost his fellowship with God and can ONLY receive salvation through Jesus Christ.
2. The "election" which is "unconditional" can only be "unconditional" from the standpoint that God's gift is for all who (choose) to believe in His Son (Jesus Christ).
3. God's "limited atonement" is limited only to those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.
4. There is no such thing as "irresistible grace" because God DOES NOT make someone believe on Jesus Christ, it is TOTALLY based upon God's ordained will that man be free to choose His great grace.
5. The "perseverance of the saints" has nothing to do with a miraculous security blanket and everything to do with God's people keeping the covenant they freely chose to accept, knowing that those who do receive God's great gift of eternal life.
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