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An Angel Who Sinned At Ivanhoe

James 1:13-16

13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.
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INTRODUCTION
1. This sermon begins inside a cheap, dirty upstairs motel room. The Ivanhoe in Anaheim, California, welcomes the city’s lowest common moral denominator. Drug addicts and pushers intermingle at The Ivanhoe. That is why it is newsworthy that police arrested and carted off a millionaire from Room 52.
2. The champion of this media-driven melodrama is an unlikely man, a hero in one sense, but a villain in another:

a. He was a thirty-eight year old baseball player who at the time excelled, though considered ancient in his profession. His on-base percentage seasonally ranked among the league leaders. He was a fast and savvy base runner. He loved to win and he instilled that emotion in his teammates. He was definitely a menace to opposing teams.

b. This durable success, this baseball star, this husband who was rearing two daughters was none other than Tony Phillips. He was caught by police “holding a loaded pipe (filled with three rocks of crack cocaine) in one hand and a lit match in the other” (Dan Shaugnessy, New York Times). 
c. This guiding light, instead of being a fallen star, continued to shine on a nightly basis. The Angels’ ownership rightly sought to remove him indefinitely from the team, but the clamoring of his teammates, manager, and (most powerfully) baseball’s union had him promptly reinstated.
(from www.jerkoftheweek.com) After rejecting contract offers from three teams because they were too low, 38-year-old free-agent outfielder Tony Phillips did the same to the Mets this week. Why? Because "Tony demands respect," his agent said. Respect? Phillips became a free-agent when the Angels decided not to offer him a new contract after a season in which he was arrested and pled guilty on cocaine possession charges. In this latest round, the Mets reportedly offered Phillips $500,000, which would grow to $1 million if Phillips reached 650 plate appearances. Phillips was asking for $700,000 that could grow to $1 million with similar incentives. Phillips' agent explained that the low offer was somewhat insulting. "He demands a certain degree of respect for 16 years in the major leagues." Like the respect he showed Angel fans the day he was arrested in an Anaheim hotel while trying to buy $30 worth of cocaine? Maybe he would still have a job if he had shown his former teammates and fans some of that respect he's talking about.
d. Phillips demonstrated no remorse and accepts little responsibility.

e. The lessons learned in this affair are abundant. They illustrate what constitutes sin. It displays its influence, regardless of the transgressor. Look back into this story:

I. SIN LOWERS ONE'S STANDARDS 

Look at it - a man with an annual salary of nearly a million dollars checks into a thirty-dollar motel with just over twenty-five dollars worth of illegal drugs. He associated with a drug dealer and sat inside an unsanitary room in the worst part of town.

1. That is what sin does to a person. It leads him lower and lower into the corruption of sin. Sin took him further and further away from God:

2 Peter 2:14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;
Jeremiah 8:12 “Were they ashamed because of the abomination they had done? They certainly were not ashamed, And they did not know how to blush; Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; At the time of their punishment they shall be brought down,” Says the Lord.

Isaiah 59:1-2 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear so dull That it cannot hear. 2But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.
2. Slavery to sin will take people places they otherwise never would have gone.

3. Slavery to sin causes one to associate with persons they would normally disdain. 
1 Samuel 28: 7Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek for me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “Behold, there is a woman who is a medium at En-dor.” 8Then Saul disguised himself by putting on other clothes, and went, he and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night; and he said, “Conjure up for me, please, and bring up for me whom I shall name to you.”

Luke 15: 15“So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him.”

II. SIN HURTS ONE'S INFLUENCE

A. Phillips maintained: “As an athlete, I’m not a role model. I'm a role model to my two daughters.”
B. But assuming he is right about not being a role model to other impressionable minds, consider claim. 
1. Here is a man who, by his actions, told his two children — It’s ok to get high on deadly drugs, despite the attending illegality. 

2. Question: How effective can he be as a leader in his home, as a disciplinarian and a moral guide?

A. Sin devastates one’s influence (Hebrews 4:11 Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.)
B. Sin causes one to be a “stumbling block” (Cf. the priests, Malachi 2:8 “But as for you, you have turned aside from the way; you have caused many to stumble by the instruction; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts.)
1. It should frighten one to think that his course offends those who are following his example
Matthew 18:6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.
2. Uncovered sin can undo the great good a person has attempted to do
Ezekiel 3:20 “Again, when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I place an obstacle before him, he will die; since you have not warned him, he shall die in his sin, and his righteous deeds which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand.”
III. SIN HARDENS ONE’S HEART 

A. Nonchalantly Phillips concluded: “Time takes care of everything.” 

B. He also defended his lifestyle: “I’m pretty much a mellow guy who likes to laugh. I like good times outside the white lines (of a baseball diamond, I suppose). After all, People are people.” 

C. Look at him: He was using a deadly drug. He flaunted law enforcement. He was blind to his own iniquity.

D. Likewise, most sinners embroiled in sin choose to rationalize, defend, and minimize their misdeeds, instead of showing penance. 

1. God calls sin:

a. “Death,” Rom.6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
b. “Violation” of his law, 1 John 3:4 … sin is lawlessness.
c. “Very grievous,” Genesis 18:20 And the Lord said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave.
d. “Reproach,” Proverbs 14:34 Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a disgrace to any people.
2. A Sinner's heart is hardened to the deadly destruction of evil, Exodus 9:34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened his heart, he and his servants..
Romans 1:32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.
IV. SIN HAS IT’S DEFENDERS 

A. Baseball’s players’ union and his own teammates wanted him back. 

1. Despite the evidence against him and his total lack of remorse, they stood behind him. 

2.  The facts matter little. He can play ball - consequently, he is forgiven.
B. Sin always has its guardians: 

1. Homosexuals, abortionists, fornicators, etc. — all have their champions and supporters.

2. Those who teach and espouse religious error are, at times, defended by members of the Lord’s church!

3. Yet, God tells us not to have fellowship with evil and to even reprove it! Ephesians 5:11

Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;

4. It is dangerous, however commonplace, to defend what God calls indefensible.
CONCLUSION

What Tony Phillips did is yet another proof of how sin deludes and destroys. 

The most important thing undone by unforgiven sin is a home in heaven. 

Many things are less severe than crack cocaine, but this is severe enough to sever one from the hope of eternal life! 

Let no Christian ever defend or willfully cling to the ugly entity of sin, 1 Thess.5:2
For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.

This sermon was suggested by a short article written by Neal Pollard, October 1997
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