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The Three Steps Of Apostasy
Psalm 7:14 Behold, he travails with wickedness, And he conceives mischief and brings forth falsehood.
Introduction
The Psalmist is speaking of his enemies’ … v.1 O Lord my God, in You I have taken refuge; Save me from all those who pursue me, and deliver me,
However, we want to apply it to apostasy.

The ever-present danger of apostasy needs to be emphasized. By becoming familiar with the three steps of apostasy, we can be helped to detect and avoid apostasy.

travail: חבל (H2254); a prim. root; to bind, pledge …;

kjv o.t. hebrew lexicon: 4. to bring forth, travail 
a. (Piel) to writhe, twist, travail

Webster: labor with pain; severe toil; … vi, to suffer the pains of childbirth
keil-delitzsch: …Man brings forth what he has conceived; he reaps what he has sown. … … חבּל {travail) signifies,… to be and to become pregnant. The (emphasis) indicates the correct relationship of the three members of the sentence. First of all comes the general statement: Behold he shall travail with, i.e. bring forth with writhing as in the pains of labour, און, evil, as the result which proceeds from his wickedness. Then, by this thought being divided into its two factors … it goes on to say: that is, he shall conceive (concipere) עמל, and bear . The former signifies trouble, … the latter falsehood, viz. self-deception, delusion, vanity, …

conceive: הרה H2029; a prim. root; to conceive, become pregnant
We shall consider the three steps of apostasy as the conception (mischief); the labor-pain (travail) (iniquity; wickedness); and the child (brings forth falsehood).
I. Conceives Mischief the seed of apostasy planted in the heart.
A. Wrong attitudes and theories always bring forth overt acts of disobedience.

1 Timothy 4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,
2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,
B. Modern examples:

1. “Don’t need authority for everything we do!”

Colossians 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
2 John 9 Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.
2. “There is no pattern.”

1 Corinthians 4:17 … I have sent to you Timothy, … he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.

1 Corinthians 7:17 … And so I direct {ordain, kjv} in all the churches. 
G1299 διατάσσω diatassō Thayer Definition: 1) to arrange, appoint, ordain, prescribe, give order
Titus 2:7 in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified,

G5179 τύπος tupos Thayer Definition: 1) the mark of a stroke or blow, print

2) a figure formed by a blow or impression 2a) of a figure or image 2b) of the image of the gods

3) form 3a) the teaching which embodies the sum and substance of religion and represents it to the mind, manner of writing, the contents and form of a letter

4) an example 4a) in the technical sense, the pattern in conformity to which a thing must be made 4b) in an ethical sense, a dissuasive example, a pattern of warning 4b1) of ruinous events which serve as admonitions or warnings to others 4c) an example to be imitated 4c1) of men worthy of imitation 4d) in a doctrinal sense 4d1) of a type, i.e. a person or thing prefiguring a future (Messianic) person or thing

2 Timothy 1:13 Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, …

G5296 ὑποτύπωσις hupotupōsis Thayer Definition: 1) an outline, sketch, brief and summary exposition 2) an example, pattern 2a) for an example of those who should hereafter believe 2b) to show by the example of my conversation that the same grace which I had obtained would not be wanting also to those who should hereafter believe

How about Moses’ Pattern? (Exodus 25:9) cf. Heb.8:5. Any less pattern now?

3. Epithets and name calling, designed to frighten brethren from taking a stand.

Example: legalists; negativists.

Luke 11:42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others. (emp. mine—we ought to keep the fine points! kjv—these ought ye to have done)

2 Timothy 4:1-3 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,
There is much negative work in the Gospel!

II. Travails With Wickedness pain in child-bearing
A. Wickedness translated iniquity in the kjv. עמל H5999; from an unused root perh. Meaning Properly to pant (hence to exert oneself, usually in vain; to come to naught); strictly nothingness; also trouble, vanity, sorrow, wickedness:— 
B. This word in the lxx is anomian (acc. sing. of anomia, lawlessness, violation of law,…; iniquity, sin,… (agl p.31). This is the condition of one without law, whether ignorant of it or violating it. Every departure from the truth begins in efforts to minimize Bible Authority (as we have seen, 1 Tim.4:1; 2 Tim.4:3).

C. Modern examples. The fruit of disrespect for Bible authority is seen in…

1. Instrumental music in worship

2. Missionary societies

3. Church supported benevolent societies and colleges

4. Sponsoring church combines

gospel minutes, vol.39, no.1, Jan.5, 1990

“ONE NATION UNDER GOD”

cookville, tenn – The elders of the Sycamore Church of Christ in Cookeville, Tennessee have announced plans to launch a nation-wide evangelistic campaign called “One Nation Under God” in the summer of 1991.
In a coordinated effort with churches of Christ throughout the United states, plans are being made for a full page ad in reader’s digest, a direct mail piece to go to every household in the United States, a week-long series of nation-wide television broadcasts and simultaneous gospel meetings all across the country. “This is the kind of effort Christians have been talking about for years,” explained one of the deacons at Sycamore Church of Christ. “The technology and resources are available. Our only problem is deciding whether we believe God will help us do what He’s told us He wants us to do.”

… mailing and other expenses are estimated at 17 per household, or $15 million. “Some churches of Christ will want to use funds not already budgeted by missions and evangelism,” said the spokesman. “others may want to plan special contributions. We hope local churches of Christ will use this campaign as a springboard for local outreach and Bible study.”

(more, see jpg under “clip art” and then “church”)

5. Church sponsored recreation and entertainment programs

6. Church houses (Discipling Movement)

7. No organization for local church (Charles Holt)

III. Brings Forth (birth; child) Falsehood 
A. A false position always necessitates a false doctrine.

1 Timothy 4:2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,
2 Timothy 4:4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
B. Modern examples of taking refuge in lies (Isa.28:15)

1. Instrumental music in worship: only an aid
2. Missionary Society: only a method; the church at work; doesn’t say “how;” etc.
3. Church supported benevolent societies: “all men” of 2 Cor.9:13, kjv; the home restored; only a method; an expedient; etc.

4. Church supported colleges: an expedient; need leadership in church and must train men; etc.
5. Sponsoring churches: receiving church just doing its own work; merely carrying out the Great Commission; etc.

6. Church sponsored recreation: Christian fellowship; church can do what the individual can do; etc.

7. Concerning those who oppose such activities: They’re just jealous; they’re dying out; they’re opposed to good works; etc.

Conclusion
Today we have brethren and churches…

conceiving mischief

travailing with wickedness

bringing forth lies

Recognize apostasy for what it is and avoid it by refusing to walk in these three steps.
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