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NOT FORSAKING THE ASSEMBLY
TEXT Hebrews 10:19-31

19Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21And having an high priest over the house of God; 22Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
24And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 26For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 27But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 28He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:
29Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 30For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

INTRODUCTION
I wish that all were here this morning, but some seem to think it is unimportant to attend all the services of the church. We want to try to determine this morning the importance of attending all services.

To assemble is a plain command of God (Heb.10:25 (Passage explained...)

"Day"
1. Some say "judgment day" - not so, can't "see" it coming!

2. Others say "Sunday" - however, context does not limit it to any one day or "special" day of assembling.

a. True, Sunday special" day (Acts 20:7; I Co. 11:18-23; 16:1-2) but cannot overlook fact the early disciples met daily (Acts 2:46)!

3. I believe context of entire Hebrew letter places the "day" as the destruction of jerusalem, which was soon to come.

"forsake" -- means to abandon but it is applicable to one assembly

1. Matt.27:46 (Jesus on Cross)
2. If we concede it means to abandon the assembly completely, it still remains that to "forsake" one assembly is a sin!

a. This we will attempt to show in our study.

Reason for Forsaking the Assembly…

1. Willful (Heb.10:26).  Not talking about being sick; flat on back in bed or hospital.

2. Not talking about having to work.  Need to arrange jobs so may be present at all services but this is sometimes impossible.

a. However, some do not even give employers a chance - never inquire!

The question, "Does a Christian have to attend all the services of the church?" should not have to be asked by one who is a Christian.

1. It implies that the one asking is not desirous of attending.
2. “Aw, Mom, do I have to go to school?”
The Christian who refuses to attend regularly is hardly "constrained ("controlled" nasb) by the love of Christ"
(2 Cor.5:14).
1. Or motivated by His grace (8:9).

2. Nor is he "destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God"  -  nor -  "taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor.10:5).
TO MISS A SERVICE OF THE CHURCH
IS A MATTER OF GRAVE CONCERN
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE ATTEND
ALL THE SERVICES OF THE CHURCH!

I. IT IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE MUCH SPIRITUAL GROWTH COMES FROM EXHORTING ONE ANOTHER...
Exhort: To incite by words or advice; to animate or urge by arguments to a good deed or to any laudable conduct or course of action; hence, to advise; to warn, to caution.  As, I exhort you to be of good cheer. (Acts 27:22) [webster]
Exhortation is done in the assembly (of course, at other times, also). Heb.10:25.
It comes in the form of oral and written exhortation.

Acts 13:15-16  "...if ye have any WORD of EXHORTATION for the people, SAY ON.  Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand, SAID,
Heb.13:22  "...bear with this word of EXHORTATION, for I have WRITTEN to you briefly."
II. IT IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IN THE ASSEMBLY WE:

A. "Draw near to God" and "hold fast the confession of our hope"

B. Have Jesus in our midst (Matt.18:20).
C. "...stimulate one another to love and good deeds" (Heb.10:24)
D. Are edified and equipped for the work of service. Eph.4:11-12
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
E. Manifest our love for Christ.  It is an expression of that love. John 14:15, 21, 23 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments." "He
who has My commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves Me;... If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word;..."

1. We have already seen that assembling (not forsaking the assembly) is a command!

F. Manifest our desire for the Word of God (I Pet.2:1-2).
III. IT IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST AND WE ARE MEMBERS IN (OF) HIS BODY:

A. (Illustrate by drawing "body" on board and writing individual names on members of body.)

B. When the church assembles, let us not be guilty of leaving a member at home!

1. physically impossible, but brethren think nothing at all about leaving spiritual member at home!

C. Need to be careful lest we be taken from body (vine, John 15) by God (husbandman; vinedresser).

IV. IT IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE EARLY DISCIPLES CONSIDERED IT IMPORTANT!

A. They assembled in face of opposition, persecution, possible death!

1. Saul, Herod the king, others persecuted Christians (Acts 7:58 to 8:3; 9:1-2; 12:1-3).
B. If the afflictions were upon us today, would you attend worship services? 
Bible Classes? [remember--"as the manner of some is"!]

1. If we do not attend now, how could we possibly say we would attend in the face of such trials?
V. IT IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE THESE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD ARE DISOBEYED WHEN WE FORSAKE:

A. (Applicable Only On Sunday)--

1. The Lord's Supper (Matt. 6:26-28  John 6:53-54; Acts 20:7).
2. Laying by in store (I Cor.16:1-2)
a. The word of preaching the gospel and caring for needy saints goes undone if we fail to assemble and give every Sunday.

b. If we go out of town often (week-end cabin; sick parents; farm; etc.) be sure to leave contribution at "home congregation" --
they depend on your support!

B. (Applicable To Sunday And every other Assembly):

1. Singing (Eph. 5:19-21; Col. 3:16).
2. Praying (Acts 2:42).
3. Collective Study (exhortation & edification).  Bible study and preaching services.

VI. IT IS IMPORTANT CONSIDERING SOME CAUSES FOR NEGLECTING THE ASSEMBLIES:

A. Many do not realize the necessity of assembling.

1. Think they can worship at home just as well!

B. Others absorbed in temporal and worldly affairs.

1. TV.; Sports; Movies; etc.).

C. Over-all decline in Spiritual Life.

"I really don't think the Good Lord will condemn me if I miss…."
1. Evidently don't care whether they obey the Lord or not!
VII. IT IS IMPORTANT, RECOGNIZING THAT THE DANGER OF FORSAKING IS APOSTASY!

A. One seldom goes into apostasy all at once.  Accomplished over period of time.

1. Miss a Wed, night.  Then another; Then all of them.  Then, Sunday night; Then Sun. Bible Study; then altogether!

B. We fail to learn and to grow spiritually when we forsake the assemblies, resulting in falling by the wayside.

VIII. IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOT FORSAKE THE ASSEMBLING OF OURSELVES TOGETHER BECAUSE TO FORSAKE IS TO SIN! -

A. What is sin (I John 3:4).  Heb.10:25 - part of Christ's law! (Plus all the other things we have considered!)

B. Wages of Sin? (Rom.6:23)!!
C. We need to compare Heb.10:25 (and all the other considerations) to 2 Thess.3:6
1. God cuts off the person that sins against Him (John 15) even though he may continue to enjoy full fellowship of the local church.

2. We do this person no good by continuing fellowship with him.
CONCLUSION:
LET US NOT FORSAKE THE ASSEMBLY, SEEING:

1. It is a plain command of God.

a. If one can forsake, all can!

b. Preacher too, and his wife!

2.
Much spiritual growth comes from our association one with another.

3.
We cannot confine our worship to our homes.

4.
It is an expression of our love for God.

5.
Jesus is in our midst.

6.
To forsake is to Sin.

7.
We are members of the body of Christ.

8
We cannot be the best and strongest Christian and willfully forsake the assembly.
a. Who is the best school boy, one who attends regularly or one who
habitually absents  himself?

b. 
Who is the best business man?  Who is the best Christian?

c. Consider those who habitually "miss


1) School boy - warned - detention - expelled.


2) Business man - warned - wage cut - fired.


3) Christian - warned - withdrawn from - eternal torment!

Finally: If the church has elders, one more commandment is violated when we habitually forsake and refuse to repent:

Heb 13:17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.
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