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CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD AUDIENCE
TEXT: Acts 10:33 “So I sent for you at once, and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.”
INTRODUCTION
1. Nine cases of conversion in the book of Acts make crystal clear the
WHAT, HOW, and MEANS of conversion, showing that every person, regardless of age or rank, is saved the same way.
2. Our concern is not with "conversion," but with the audience that was present (Relate the story; stress v.33)
Angel

Housetop

Holy Spirit
3. Common today to hear the speaker exalted and praised due to people's attitude toward meetings; sometimes without regard for the attitude of the audience.
a. Audience most essential to the effectiveness of a preaching service. The gospel in the hands of the most effective speaker will avail little if the attitude of audience is not good.
4. Types of audiences revealed in the New Testament:
a. Those not receptive: indifferent; rebellious, Acts 7:51-54
51 "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and, murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it. 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."

Wayside soil—devil takes away (Luke 8:4-15) 
b. Those who are receptive:
1) Pentecostians, increased to 5,000 (Acts 2:41; 4:4)
2) Bereans, Acts 17:11-12 11Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men. 

3) Eunuch, Acts 8:30-31 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

4) Cornelius with all his household present is the mark of a good audience!
I. "WE ARE ALL HERE"

A. Who included? 
v.24 And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends v.27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered. 

Like Andrew, he was interested in others 
John 1:40-42 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which means Christ). 42He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas" (which means Peter).

Andrew's program was
"following, finding, saying and bringing" (Lipscomb).
a. There was promptness, a characteristic of interest. Tardiness evidences indifference.

b. There was completeness: "We are all here." How often said of us?
c. Inclusiveness: Not "they," but "we." We say, "they" don't do this or that, etc.
II. "PRESENT BEFORE GOD"

A. An ideal audience is cognizant of God's presence 
Matt. 18:20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.

Matt.28:18-20 18And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

1. Though there is no outward sign or symbolic expression of His presence.
2. Realization of God's presence should cause us to be present and reverent 
Psalm 89:7 a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all who are around him?
Hab.2:20 But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him."
a. Today we see folks courting, writing notes, whispering, writing in the song books, tying knots in the ribbon marker, looking at pictures, playing with babies, etc.
b. Generally irreverent and disorderly. These things ought not to be! 

III. "TO HEAR"
A. To hear the Word (Do you suppose that is all Cornelius wanted? To hear?)
James 1:22-25 22But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

Matt.7:21-27 21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?' 23And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'  24Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.
25And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it."
Luke 8:11-15 11"Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12The ones along the path are those who have heard. Then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away.  14And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience."

1. Some attend out of courtesy, to appease, to "feel" something, etc.
2. In Cornelius' house, they came to hear!
B. The New Testament always records the failure to listen with tragic results. Examples: 
Acts 7:57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him.
2 Tim.4:3-4 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.

C. We hear on every hand about the failure to communicate... in government, in the home, in business, and in the church.
1. One of the problems is that everyone is talking and no one is listening.
2. In communication there are two parts,
speaking and listening; talking and hearing
a. Too many want to do all the speaking and nobody wants the humble job of simply listening.
b. We teach courses in public speaking and that is good, but the need today is public and private listening. 

D. There are two areas in which listening is needed to be acceptable to God.
1. Man listening to God.
a. The story is told about one of the great preachers of the gospel of Christ many years ago. One brother was bragging about the number of hours spent in prayer and, as the conversation continued, the hours doubled and then tripled. Finally, the brother asked the preacher how many hours a day he spent in prayer. The reply was: "In prayer, that is God listening to me, but when I study, that is me listening to the Lord."
b. Prayer is greatly needed by us all, but we need to learn that listening to God is also a great need  (See Rev.2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. ...)
c. Too many are following their own preconceived prejudices and ideas without ever listening, really listening, to what God has to say.
d. The revelation of the gospel was given with great sacrifice and great purpose. That purpose is Bible study!
1) The home should center around periods of Bible study. The responsibility cannot be all placed on the church.
2) How can a teacher effectively teach when the student has never opened the lesson before he arrives?
e. What a terrible thing it will be if it is asked of us:  "Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? ..." (Mark 8:18).
2. Listening to one another. Not only must we listen to God but we must listen to the cry of one another. 
3. Listening to the elders (Heb.l:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.)
a. The elders must be bold enough to speak and stand for what is right and then lead all others in that direction.
b. When a congregation is plagued with a communication gap between elders and members there can be no progress.
1) Where there is no growth, it is very possible that either the elders are not speaking or the congregation is not listening. Neither should be the case. 
4.  Listening to the teachers (2 Tim.2:2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.)
a. In 2 Tim.4, we have already seen that the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine and will turn to fables.
b. Israel, time and again turned away from the voice of the prophets and refused to listen to them.

c. Today faithful men teach, but who listens?
1) How many people on Monday morning can tell what was studied on Sunday morning?
May not be a good criteria – I may not even be able to tell you what I preached!
2) How many pay enough attention to even apply it to themselves? 
IV. "ALL THAT YOU HAVE BEEN COMMANDED BY THE LORD"

A. A good hearer will cast aside prejudice: some want denominational teaching, some faith only, some dislike lessons on worldliness, etc. They want a "partial" gospel 
1 Tim.4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 
2 Tim.4:3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,
1. Cornelius and household wanted to hear ALL. 
B. Two-fold obligation:
1. Preacher: Whole counsel. Acts 20:27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. Pure gospel

Gal. 1:6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 

2. Audience:
Matt4:4 But he answered, "It is written, '"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”
Matt.28:18-20
1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they  are  from  God,  for many  false prophets have gone out into the world.
1 Pet.4:11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Acts 17:11-12 11Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men. 

V. FINAL CHARACTERISTIC: OBEDIENCE! Purpose of Hearing!
Acts 15:7-9 7And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith." 

Acts 10:47 "Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" 

Acts 22:16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name. 

Rom.5:8-9 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
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