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"A DEADLY SPIRITUAL DISEASE!"
INTRODUCTION:

1.
It doesn't happen all at once.

a.
It is like a slow leaking tire that is unnoticed until one morning it is completely flat.

b.
It is like a small leak in the roof undetected until the ceiling in the living room is ruined.

c.
It is like a deadly disease that goes for months or years before it is finally discovered.

2. That is the nature of backsliding!

a.
We do not even hear much of this word anymore.

b.
It is used a number of times in the O.T. {Heb. Word used 30 times?}, especially in the book of Jeremiah. 

Prov.1:32 "For the waywardness (meshubah) of the naive shall kill them, And the complacency of fools shall destroy them.”
Prov.14:14 The backslider (sug) in heart will have his fill of his own ways, But a good man will be satisfied with his.

Jer.2:19 "Your own wickedness will correct you, And your apostasies will reprove you; Know therefore and see that it is evil and bitter For you to forsake the Lord your God, And the dread of Me is not in you," declares the Lord God of hosts.
Jer.3:6 Then the Lord said to me in the days of Josiah the king, "Have you seen what faithless (meshubah) Israel did? She went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and she was a harlot there. 8 "And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless (meshubah) Israel, I had sent her away and given her a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was a harlot also.” 11-12 And the Lord said to me, "Faithless Israel has proved herself more righteous than treacherous Judah. Go, and proclaim these words toward the north and say, 'Return, faithless Israel,' declares the Lord; 'I will not look upon you in anger. For I am gracious,' declares the Lord; 'I will not be angry forever.’” 14 'Return, O faithless sons,' declares the Lord; 'For I am a master to you, And I will take you one from a city and two from a family, And I will bring you to Zion.' 22 "Return, O faithless sons, I will heal your faithlessness." Behold, we come to Thee; For Thou art the Lord our God.”
Jer.5:6 Therefore a lion from the forest shall slay them, A wolf of the deserts shall destroy them, A leopard is watching their cities. Everyone who goes out of them shall be torn in pieces, Because their transgressions are many, Their apostasies are numerous.
Jer.14:7 "Although our iniquities testify against us, O Lord, act for Thy name's sake! Truly our apostasies have been many, We have sinned against Thee.” 31:22 "How long will you go here and there, O faithless daughter? For the LORD has created a new thing in the earth-- A woman will encompass a man." 49:4 "How boastful you are about the valleys! Your valley is flowing away, O backsliding daughter Who trusts in her treasures, saying, 'Who will come against me?'
Hosea 14:4 I will heal their apostasy, I will love them freely, For My anger has turned away from them.
c.
It means: turn away. God asked in Jer.8:5 Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return. {NASB “Why then has this people, Jerusalem, Turned away in continual apostasy?? They hold fast to deceit, They refuse to return.}
d. He declared in Hos.11:7 And my people are bent to backsliding from me: though they called them to the most High, none at all would exalt him
{NASB 11:7 So My people are bent on turning from Me. Though they call them to the One on high, None at all exalts Him. }
3.
What causes backsliding? What are its symptoms? Could it happen to me? These are the questions that need to be seriously examined!

I. What Causes Backsliding?

For Israel it was the lure of false gods .. Idolatry was a big problem in ancient Israel.

1. It is still a big problem today. Gods of .. Money .. recreation .. worldliness.

2. These all are competing with our service to God. Jesus said in Luke 12:15.

And He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”
3. John warned in 1 John 2:15 (love not the world….)
4.
Paul directed us in Col.3:1-2.
If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.
5. We backslide or turn away when we are distracted by the things of the world.

II. What Are The Symptoms Of Backsliding?

A. They are often subtle and difficult to detect .. especially in our own lives.

1. It is usually easier to see the mistakes of others tan it is to see our own.

2. That is why Paul said 2 Cor.13:5.
Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test?
B. There are a few symptoms to be on the lookout for:

1. You find yourself "not getting anything out of worship services" Matt.15:8.
‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me.
2. You begin to miss worship services when you really could have been there Heb.10:25.
3. When you do attend worship, you find yourself criticizing the song leader, maybe the preacher, the Bible Class teacher, and the ones leading in prayer or making the announcements Phil.2:14. Do all things without grumbling or disputing;
4. Instead of wondering if the sermon will touch someone's heart, you are wondering if it will finish on time Mat 6:33. “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you."
5. It becomes harder and harder to find the time to read your Bible 2 Tim.2:15.
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.
6. There is no more joy in your singing or you don't sing at all James 5:13.
Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises.

7. You rarely attend Gospel meetings Luke 19:10.
“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

8. You find yourself holding "grudges" against fellow Christians Col.3:13.
bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
9. You seldom feel like praying 1 Thess.5:17. pray without ceasing;

10. Your giving becomes an after thought
1 Cor.16:2 On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come.
2 Cor.9:6-7 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully. Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.

11. Church growth does not interest you Luke 14:23.
 “And the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.
12. There is no real change in your spiritual life .. week after week 2 Pet.3:18.
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
III. Could It Happen To Me? ..... Absolutely ...
A. Take a look at the list that was given to you … see if you suffer from any of the symptoms.

1. Perhaps you can even think of a few more ...

B. All through the Bible, God warns His people of the dangers of backsliding

Luke 9:62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
Heb.3:12 Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.
Heb.10:38 But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.
Prov.14:14 The backslider in heart will have his fill of his own ways, But a good man will be satisfied with his.

CONCLUSION:

1. Our responses to this deadly spiritual disease should be the same as Jer.3:21-22

"A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the Lord their God. Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings ..."

2. What was their response ... "Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the Lord our God."
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