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Bible Reading Is Destructive

Introduction
1. God commands us to read and study His Word.

Psalm 1:1-3 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 2But his delight is in the law of the lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season, And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.
2 Tim2:15 Be diligent {study, kjv} to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately {rightly dividing, kjv} the word of truth.

I do not encourage brethren to read the bible through in a year but if one wants to do that, there are schedules available that will help. I think it more profitable if brethren study the Bible, apply themselves to a study instead of just reading. If nothing else, study the Bible class lesson each day during the week.

a. Given for our instruction and learning. (John 6:44-45)

44"No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, 'and they shall all be taught of god.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.”

Rom.15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

b. Reason He made a revelation (to reveal His mystery) (1 Cor.2:9-13; Eph.3:3-6)

2. It directs us in all that we need to do or be.

2 Pet.1:3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.

2 Tim.3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

a. Book of principles—teaches right and wrong.

3. In this teaching it does some destroying or tearing down.

Jer.23:9 As for the prophets: My heart is broken within me, All my bones tremble; I have become like a drunken man, Even like a man overcome with wine, Because of the lord And because of His holy words.
Adam Clarke: He was terrified even by his own message, and shocked at the profanity of the false prophets.
Psalm 119:104 From Thy precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.

a. This is good and necessary

Eph.4:22-24 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

b. Some say, It’s the truth that hurts – but it doesn’t unless it should!

4. Let us note some of this destructive work by God’s Word.

I. It Destroys False Teaching

A. Word of God is source of truth and right and must be followed

John 8:32 “and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
John 12:48-49 "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day. 49For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment, what to say, and what to speak.”

1 Pet.4:11 Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Phil.1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

B. But some would pervert it or teach something else – warned!
Gal.1:6-9 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 7which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.

1 Tim.4:1-2 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,

Rev.22:18-19 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.

C. Word of God destroys all false teaching.

Jer.1:9-10 Then the lord stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the lord said to me, "Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. 10See, I have appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms, To pluck up and to break down, To destroy and to overthrow, To build and to plant."

2 Tim. 4:1-2 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.

1. Learn truth to convince (convict) gainsayers.

Titus 1:9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.

John 16:7-11 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment; 9concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me; 11and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.”
D. Note some examples—

1. Hereditary total depravity

Ezek.18:20 "The person who sins will die. The son will not bear the punishment for the father's iniquity, nor will the father bear the punishment for the son's iniquity; the righteousness of the righteous will be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked will be upon himself.

Rom.14:12 So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.

2. Salvation by faith only

James 2:21-24 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; 23and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "and abraham believed god, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God. 24You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone.

John 6:29 … "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent."
3. Impossibility of apostasy

2 Pet.3:17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness,

1 Cor.10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.

II. It Destroys Human Organizations

A. Church is divine institution – saved are in it.

Matt.16:18 "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.”
Acts 2:37-41 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" 38And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself." 40And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation!" 41So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
Acts 2:47 praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Eph.5:23 … Christ .. is the head of the church, … the Savior of the body.

B. But teachings of men have set up human organizations to do the work of the church.

1. Not all human organizations are wrong, but are when set up to do work of church, which is a divine institution completely adequate to perform the work God has given it. To claim this and then work through other organizations is to honor God with our lips but to have our hearts far from Him!

Matt.15:8-9 'this people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me. 9but in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.'"
Col.2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

2. False teachings and man-made churches.

3. Some in church set up human organizations – just as wrong!

Acts 20:28-30 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29"I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.

Eph 3:10-11 in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,
C. Law of Christ and church He established are sufficient for all God intended.
Eph.3:21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen; 2 Tim3:16-17
D. Thus His Word destroys all these human organizations that would take the place of the divine.

III. It Destroys Sinful Practices

A. Word of God shows right and wrong and directs our practice.

2 Pet.1:3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.

Phil.1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

1 Tim.3:14-15 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; 15but in case I am delayed, I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

Even the Law did this! Rom.7:7
Rom.7:7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "you shall not covet."

1. Must follow the nt law regarding right and wrong.

Rom.15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

1 Cor.15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

B. Word of God lays bare the sinner’s heart and convicts of sin.

1 Cor.14:24-25 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all; 25the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.

C. As we practice it, we will follow right and turn away from all sinful practices.

Rom.12:1-2 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Psalm 119:104 From Thy precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.
Conclusion
1. All of this destructive work is necessary – must be done before constructive work can begin.
Rom.6:3-6
2. Let us learn and follow the teachings of Christ. Phil.3:15-16
Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 16however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained. 
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