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do you enjoy studying the bible?
text: Psalm 19:7-11
7The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 8The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. 10They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 11Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward.
introduction
A. Do you "delight" in God's word and do you count it as "sweeter than honey"?
Psalm 1:1-2 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 2But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.
Psalm 119:103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
B. The world often tries to make Bible study "fun" through carnal means but it ought to be enjoyable to the Christian without such.

body
A. Joy results when an action fulfills a real desire or need. Do you want to go to heaven? Be saved?
Acts 20:32 “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
Rom.1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.”

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.
B. The Bible has the capacity to provide joy.

1. Some things are beneficial but could never be enjoyable. Asparagus, spinach
2. Bible study can be enjoyable. Look again at our text (Psalm 19:7-10) Comments: Clarke
The law of the Lord is perfect ~ it is perfection, it is perfect in itself as a law, and requires perfection in the hearts and lives of men. This is its character.

Restoring (converting) the soul ~ Turning it back to God. Restoring it to right reason, or to a sound mind; teaching it its own interest in reference to both worlds. This is its use.
The testimony of the Lord ~ The various types and appointments of the law, (that) refer to something beyond themselves, and point forward to the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Some understand, the doctrinal parts of the law.
is sure ~ are faithful; they point out the things beyond them fairly, truly, and fully, and make no vain or false report. They all bear testimony to the great atonement. This is their character.
making wise the simple ~ The simple is he who has but one end in view: who is concerned about his soul, and earnestly inquires, "What shall I do to be saved?" These testimonies point to the atonement, and thus the simple-hearted is made wise unto salvation. This is their use.
The precepts of the Lord ~ The appointments, or charge delivered by God to man for his regard and observance.
are right ~ straight, smooth, right, upright, opposed to crookedness in mind or conduct; showing what the man should be, both within and without. This is their character.
rejoicing the heart ~ As they show a man what he is to observe and keep in charge, and how he is to please God, and the Divine help he is to receive from the visitations of God, they contribute greatly to the happiness of the upright-they rejoice the heart. This is their use.
The commandment of the Lord ~ What God has ordered man to do, or not to do. What he has commanded, and what he has prohibited.
is pure ~ All God's commandments lead to purity, enjoin purity, and point out that sacrificial offering by which cleansing and purification are acquired. This is its character.
enlightening the eyes ~ Showing men what they should do, and what they should avoid. It is by God's commandments that we see the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the necessity of redemption, so that we may love the Lord with all our heart, and our neighbour as ourselves. For this is the end of the commandment, and thus to enlighten the eyes is its use.
The fear of the Lord ~ to fear, to venerate; often put for the whole of Divine worship. The reverence we owe to the Supreme Being.
is clean ~ to be clean and bright as the heavens; as purified silver. Its object is to purge away all defilement, to make a spotless character.
enduring forever ~ standing up to perpetuity. The fear that prevents us from offending God, that causes us to reverence him, and is the beginning as it is the safeguard of wisdom, must be carried all through life. No soul is safe for a moment without it. It prevents departure from God, and keeps that clean which God has purified. This is its use.
The judgments of the Lord ~ All God's regulations, all his decisions; what he has pronounced to be right and proper.
are true ~ to support, confirm, make stable, and certain. This is the character of God's judgments. They shall all stand. All dispensations in providence and grace confirm them; they are certain, and have a fixed character.
they are righteous altogether ~ They are not only according to truth; but they are righteous, they give to all their due. They show what belongs to God, to man, and to ourselves. And (so) the word altogether, equally, is added; or truth and righteousness united. 

They are more desirable than gold ~ This is strictly true; but who believes it? By most men gold is preferred both to God and his judgments; and they will barter every heavenly portion for gold and silver!
Sweeter also than honey ~To those whose mental taste is rectified, [set right; purified] who have a spiritual discernment.
drippings of the honeycomb ~ Honey is sweet; but honey just out of the comb has a sweetness, richness and flavour, far beyond what it has after it becomes exposed to the air. Only those who have eaten of honey from the comb can feel the force of the psalmist's comparison: it is better than gold, yea, than fine gold in the greatest quantity; it is sweeter than honey, yea, than honey from the comb.
Prov.24:13-14 My son, eat honey, for it is good, Yes, the honey from the comb is sweet to your taste; 14Know that wisdom is thus for your soul; If you find it, then there will be a future, And your hope will not be cut off.

Deut.8:3 “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”
3. If the Bible is not enjoyable, the problem is within the individual not the Bible.

C. What about my need for Bible study? 2Cor.13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test?
1. Am I the kind of person for whom study of any subject is a joy?

2. Where am I in my spiritual development? Immature, mature, etc.? Psalm 1:2
But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.
3. Do I understand my need? Where is Bible study in my priorities?
Matt.6:33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

4. Do I work my Bible Lessons? Fill in my Study Sheet?

Or leave it on the pew and forget it until the next service?
D. Some practical suggestions to make Bible study more beneficial and therefore enjoyable:

1. Study with diligence - work at it 2Tim.2:15
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.
Profit is usually in proportion to investment. 2Cor.9:6
Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
2. Study with regularity. Acts 2: 41So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 42They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
3. Study with method. John 5:39 “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;
4. Study to be certain. Acts 17:11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.
5. Study, nor merely to know, but to do.
1 Sam.3:10 Then the Lord came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is listening.”

Acts 22:10 “And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go on into Damascus, and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do.’
Ezra 7:10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.
John 7:17 “If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself.
conclusion:
A. Whether we enjoy Bible study or not will depend largely on whether it gratifies what we understand is a real need within us 1Pet.2:1-2
Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: kjv
B. Go home, take inventory and make a definite plan for daily personal Bible study
Psalm 119:97 O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.
Psalm 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.

Bible page with center reference

Vine’s Dictionary; Hendrickson’s and Gospel Truth commentary

C. Do you enjoy studying the Bible?
Do you realize your need for the Bible?
Lets repeat some passages:
Acts 20:32 “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
Rom.1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.”
D. And recognize an eternal precept of the Lord: Matt.7:21
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.
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