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WHY ONE SHOULD BE A CHRISTIAN
INTRODUCTION
A. Establishment of fellowship with God, 1 John 1:1-4 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life-- 2the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- 3that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.
B. Thesis: Sensible and scriptural reasons why one should be a Christian!
1. Most people concerned about this life and how to get the most out of it — riches, fame, happiness.
2. The happiest and most profitable life here is the Christian life.
however, that is not the real reason for being a Christian!
I. SINNERS ARE UNFIT TO MEET GOD ~ God is...
Rev.4:8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “holy, holy, holy, is the lord god, the almighty, who was and who is and who is to come.”
Isa.6:l-5 1In the year of King Uzziah’s death, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 2Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.” 4And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 5Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the lord of hosts.”
A. Sin separates from God. Isa.59:l-2
Isa.59:l-2 Behold, the lord’s hand is not so short That it cannot save; Neither is His ear so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.

B. All responsible persons are guilty.
Rom.3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—
6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

C. One is either a sinner or Christian - there is no middle ground!
(cf. Matt.l2:30 “He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.”) The awful condition of the lost—
Eph.2:11-12 Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands—remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
Rev.21:27 and nothing unclean and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

II. GOD HAS PROVIDED SALVATION FOR US
A. God knew man would be lost, yet loved us.
Eph.2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
Rom.5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

B. God sent His only Son (John 3:16; Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”)
C. Atoning blood was necessary. Heb 9:22 ... without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

Matt.27:46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “eli, eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “my god, my god, why hast thou forsaken me?”
D. Christ’s blood was given and can cleanse, 1 John 1:7
but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

E. Christ purchased the church with His blood, Acts 20:18
III GOD OFFERS SALVATION NOW
A. Gospel invitation universal in application (Matt.28:19-20) Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

B. Gospel Invitation:
Matt.11:28-30 28“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. 30For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.”
Rev.22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.
C. Wonderful promise, Isa.l:18 ... “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.”
D. Now is the acceptable time, 2 Cor.6:2 for He says, ... behold, now is “the acceptable time,” behold, now is “the day of salvation”--
E. Do not delay obedience! Hell will be full of people who did not intend to go there! Procrastination is the thief of souls! Acts 26:28
And Agrippa replied to Paul, “In a short time you will persuade me to become a Christian.”
F. It makes a difference what one is and what gospel one obeys!
IV. LIFE IS UNCERTAIN!

A. Life is uncertain; Heaven and/or Hell is certain! Matt.25:46 “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
B. Here today, gone tomorrow!
1. Life is a vapor, James 4:13-15 13Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.” 14Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 15Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that.”
2. Flesh is as grass, and its flower, 1 Pet.l:24
... “all flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. the grass withers, and the flower falls off,
3. Life as a flower and shadow. Job 14:2 [Man, v.l] “Like a flower he comes forth and withers. He also flees like a shadow and does not remain.”
C. There is but a step between us and death! (cf, David’s words as Saul was trying to take his life, 1 Sam.20:3 ... there is hardly a step between me and death.”
V. CERTAIN PUNISHMENT AWAITS THE REJECTOR OF CHRIST !
A. Judgment is certain: Death, then Judgment, cf, Heb.9:27
B. Judgment pictures: Matt.25:31-46
C. What will happen to the disobedient? 2 Thess.1:7-9 7and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

D. A fearful expectation of judgment! Heb.10:26-27 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.

CONCLUSION
1. I need Jesus Christ, His blood, and His salvation.
2. Jesus will save through the Gospel. Rom.l:16
3. Will only save the obedient. Heb.5:9
4. Faith, repentance, confession, baptism necessary.
Rom.5:l Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Acts 17:30 “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere should repent,”
Rom.10:10 for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

Gal.3:27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ,
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