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"Come Before Winter"
2 Timothy 4:9-22
9Make every effort to come to me soon; 10for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service. 12But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13When you come bring the cloak which I left at Troas with Carpus, and the books, especially the parchments. 14Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 15Be on guard against him yourself, for he vigorously opposed our teaching. 16At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them. 17But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 19Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20Erastus remained at Corinth, but Trophimus I left sick at Miletus. 21Make every effort to come before winter. Eubulus greets you, also Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brethren. 22The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

INTRODUCTION
A. All Scripture is beneficial, though at times, we may not understand the benefit and purpose of certain passages.
B. Catholics tell us (and I fear many others think the same thing!) that the Scriptures were never intended to be the sole authority in religion.
1. They say, "Some of the epistles were no more than personal letters, and were not to be used as one's only authority."
2. They give the example of where Paul tells Timothy to "come before winter."
a. They say, "It had meaning and purpose for Paul and Timothy, but not for us."
3. However, even in the same book where the expression "come before winter" is found, we have 2 Tim.3:16-17 which shows that the (ALL) Scriptures furnish us completely for every good work.
a. No one has the right to say, "The Scriptures do not furnish us completely for every good work."
C. Let's examine the expression, "Come before winter."
1. We can see why such would be important to Paul and Timothy, but what meaning or benefit could this possibly have for us?
I. FIRST, LET'S LOOK AT THE CONTEXT OF THE PASSAGE

Paul spoke of soon departing from this life in 2 Tim.4:6, so the book of Second Timothy is considered to be the last letter of Paul in the New Testament.
A. Since Paul thought he would soon die, no doubt he is writing Timothy to him to bid him farewell.
1. When one is in a difficult situation, it is good to have close friends to call on.
2. Most of us have a lot of associates, but few close friends.
3. Paul may have had only three close friends at this time. (4 or 5 listed in text)
a. The Lord, who stood with him and strengthened him. 1 Tim.4:16-17
16At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them. 17But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion’s mouth.

b. Luke, who was there with him at that time, and Mark. 2 Tim.4:11 Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.

c. And Timothy, who was his "true son in the faith." 1 Tim.1:2
B. No doubt, Timothy first learned of Paul when Paul first came to Lystra preaching the gospel. Acts 14:8-20
8At Lystra a man was sitting who had no strength in his feet, lame from his mother’s womb, who had never walked. 9This man was listening to Paul as he spoke, who, when he had fixed his gaze on him and had seen that he had faith to be made well, 10said with a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he leaped up and began to walk. Continued on the next page …
11When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised their voice, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have become like men and have come down to us.” 12And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. 14But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out 15and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways; 17and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 18Even saying these things, with difficulty they restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them. 19But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 20But while the disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.
1. This is where Paul was stoned and left for dead.
a. Friendships made during some disaster (such as a shipwreck, hurricane, etc.) are not likely forgotten.
2. Later, when Paul visited Lystra the second time, Timothy joined with Paul on his journey. Acts 16:1-2
1Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And a disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek, 2and he was well spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium.
a. Paul had very high regard for Timothy. Phil.2:19-24
19But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition. 20For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. 21For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus. 22But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father. 23Therefore I hope to send him immediately, as soon as I see how things go with me; 24and I trust in the Lord that I myself also will be coming shortly.
C. Paul wanted Timothy to bring him certain things. 2 Tim.4:13 text
1. His cloak.
a. No doubt, some brethren in Rome would have gladly given Paul a coat, but Paul didn't want to be a burden to anyone.
2. The books and parchments.
a. Timothy had certain "books" in his possession, or that he was to get from Carpus, he was to bring to Paul.
1) Paul told Timothy to give heed to reading. It would take certain books for this (but does not necessarily mean he had Paul’s books).
b. Parchments were used as writing paper in those days.
II. WHY COME BEFORE WINTER?
A. Evidently, Paul did not think he would survive until spring.
1. It was dangerous to travel on the seas during winter. Acts 27:9-10
9When considerable time had passed and the voyage was now dangerous, since even the fast was already over, Paul began to admonish them, 10and said to them, “Men, I perceive that the voyage will certainly be with damage and great loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.”
B. Literally, there are some things that should be done before winter.
1. Farmers know this, perhaps more than anyone. I don’t know, maybe even lumbermen have things that need to be done before winter!
2. If you cut a lot of firewood, but leave it in the woods, later, when you need it, you may not able to go to the woods without getting your truck stuck. Consequently, the wood is of no benefit at the time needed.
C. Figuratively, we need to accept certain calls now. There are some "calls" we have now that we may not have later.
1. The call to readiness. Matt.25:1-13
1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were prudent. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps. 5Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the prudent, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the prudent answered, ‘No, there will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. 11Later the other virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.”
a. We learn several lessons from this passage. First, "Don't sleep until you are prepared."
1) The wise looked forward and planned.
2) Some see only the present with no thought of the future.
b. Secondly, "Don't expect others to do your work for you."
1) We won't get to heaven by "riding the coattail" of another.
2) Others cannot step in and do what we are personally responsible to do.
c. Thirdly, "No second chance will be given."
1) They wanted the bridegroom to open the door, but the door was forever shut to them.
(Some "calls" we have now that we may not have later)

2. The call to make things right with others.
Matt.5:23-24 “Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.
Matt.18:15-17 15“If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. 16But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
a. The opportunity we have to set things straight at the present time may not be available in the future.
b. The story is told of a man who, after twenty years, went back to a congregation where he once worshiped, and made a public confession for the wrongs he had done to his brethren while there.
1) Why did he do that? He wanted to go to heaven!
(Some "calls" we have now that we may not have later)

3. The call of present opportunity. John 12:1-8
1Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 3Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, *said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?” 6Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it. 7Therefore Jesus said, “Let her alone, so that she may keep it for  the day of My burial. 8For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me.”
a. The disciples criticized Mary, but note Jesus' reply.
b. This was an opportunity for Mary to honor Jesus and she took advantage of it.
c. If she had put it off, the opportunity would have been lost forever.
d. We need to show honor to good brethren now because we may not have opportunity to do so next year.
4. The call to make the most of our time now. Matt.26:36-46
36Then Jesus *came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and *said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 38Then He *said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.” 39And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” 40And He *came to the disciples and *found them sleeping, and *said to Peter,
“So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? 41“Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 43Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. 45Then He *came to the disciples and *said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!”
a. The Lord needed sympathy and encouragement at that time.
b. The disciples did not understand what Jesus was facing, although He had told them plainly several times. Matt.16:21-22
21From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day. 22Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.”
c. These three men would later be willing to lay down their lives for Christ, but they could never "watch" for the Lord again.
d. Often, we intend to do some favor or say some kind word to our parents, grandparents, or close friends, but we let the opportunity pass us by.
Gal.6:10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.
Eph.5:15-16 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16making the most of your time, because the days are evil.

John 9:4 “We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work.
e. When Clare Boothe Luce, then seventy-five years old, was asked, "do you have any regrets?" she answered: "Yes, I should have been a better person - kinder, and more tolerant. Sometimes I wake up in the middle of the night, and I remember a girlhood friend of mine who had a brain tumor and called me three times to come and see her. I was always too busy, and when she died, I was profoundly ashamed. I still remember that after fifty-six years."

1) Diligently doing good as we have time and opportunity brings no regrets.

(Some "calls" we have now that we may not have later)

5. The call to obey the gospel. Matt.11:28-30 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
a. The call is to believe (Mark 16:16); repent (Acts 3:19); confess Christ as Lord  (Rom.10:9-10); and to be baptized in the name of the Lord (Acts 2:38).
1) If you are already a Christian, but living in sin, the call is to repent and make yourself right with God. 1 John 1:9
b. Notice how quickly the disciples responded to Jesus' call to follow Him. Mark 1:16-18
16As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.
c. Consider the danger in not answering the call. 2 Thess.1:7-9
7and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
d. In other words, "come before winter."
The opportunity to obey may not always be available.
III. CONSIDER THE BIBLICAL EMPHASIS ON ANSWERING OUR CALLS TODAY

A. Now is the accepted time. 2 Cor.6:2
B. If you hear His voice today, obey today. Hebrews—

3:7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His voice, 15 while it is said, “Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked Me.” 4:7 He again fixes a certain day, “Today,” saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, “Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.”
1. There are no passages that say "obey tomorrow."
C. The emphasis is on now because of:
1. The uncertainty of life. James 4:14
a. One may pass from this life at any time.
1) Automobile accidents claim thousands of lives every year. A Caneyville man last Sunday (4-20-2003) had a wreck that claimed his life!
2) Even the young die with killer diseases.
b. Tomorrow, one's heart may change. His heart may be acceptable today, but not tomorrow.
2. The Lord could come at any time. Mark 13:33-37
33“Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come. 34It is like a man away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert. 35Therefore, be on the alert—for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36in case he should come suddenly and find you asleep. 37What I say to you I say to all, ‘Be on the alert!’ ”
CONCLUSION
A. Thus, Paul asked Timothy to give diligence to come before winter.
B. Let us suppose that Timothy delayed in going to Paul.
1. He had matters to attend to in the congregation where he was.
2. He finally starts, but he is told that he had missed the last ship until spring.
3. What an anxious winter Timothy would have spent!
4. Spring finally arrives, and Timothy is standing on the dock, ready to go.
5. Arriving in Rome, he goes to the prison to inquire of Paul, only to be turned away by the guards.
6. He finally goes to the brethren in Rome, and finds out that Paul had been executed sometime during the winter.
7. And they say to him, Paul's last words were, "Give my love to Timothy."
C. Let us learn to take advantage of the opportunities we now have.
1. Indeed, "Come before winter" - "Act in the accepted season."
Chart: Some Present Gospel Calls:
The call to readiness. Matt.25:1-13; The call to make things right with others. Matt.5:23-24; 15:15-17
The call of present opportunity. John 12:1-8; The call to make the most of our time now. Matt.26:36-46
The call to obey the gospel. Matt.11:28-30
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