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What Is Hell Like?

Text: Luke 16:19-31 X
19"Now there was a certain rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, gaily living in splendor every day. 20And a certain poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 21and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man's table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his sores. 22Now it came about that the poor man died and he was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried. 23And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away, and Lazarus in his bosom. X 24And he cried out and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue; for I am in agony in this flame.' 25But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. 26And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, in order that those who wish to come over from here to you may not be able, X and that none may cross over from there to us.' 27And he said, 'Then I beg you, Father, that you send him to my father's house-- 28for I have five brothers-- that he may warn them, lest they also come to this place of torment.' 29But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.' 30But he said, 'No, Father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!' 31But he said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the dead.'"
Introduction
A. Will not elaborate upon text; place before us three facts from it:

X 1. Two men lived.

2. Two men died.

3. The situation of those two men in the next life (or, in that realm where the spirit goes after death) was exactly the opposite of what it had been in this life!

X a. X Rich man on earth became beggar in Hell.

X aa. Poor man on earth became rich man in Paradise.

X b. Rich man on earth clothed in purple and fine linen - now clothed in robes of fire.

X bb. Poor man on earth attended by dogs - now attended by angels.

X c. Rich man on earth fared sumptuously every day, living in splendor every day - in next life, could not get even a drop of water to cool his tormented tongue!

X cc. Poor man had suffered evil things on earth - in next life, comforted.

B. And, with this before us, we want to answer the question: X What is Hell like?
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X I. Hell Is Eternal
X A. Four expressions in Matt.25:46, Rom.16:26, Heb.9:14 --
X 1. Everlasting punishment (Matt.25:46)
2. Eternal life (Matt.25:46)
3. Everlasting God (Rom.16:26)

4. Eternal Spirit (Heb.9:14)
X a. Four expressions -- two words: Everlasting and Eternal.

X b. The only difference in these two words is the English spelling -- X they are translated from the same Greek word!  
X B. Hell is for Eternity. Eternally or Everlastingly. Forever and Forever.

1. Will last just as long as Heaven (cf. Matt.25:46)

2. If Heaven lasts 1,000 years, so will Hell.

a. Same Greek word describes duration of both!

X 3. If Hell comes to an end, ceases to exist -- so will Heaven, God and Spirit!

a. Same term describes all!

C. We cannot leave the subject of an X eternal Hell, because it is prominent in every description of Hell!

1. It is, in fact, hard to separate any one characteristic from the other! X (Eternal, Darkness, Fire, Pain).

X
II. Hell Is a Place of Pain -- Punishment
X A. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt.25:30)

1. People in great pain: weep, gnash teeth. Can hardly bear it!

X  2. Clara - shingles (Sept.-Oct. 1988)

X B. The punishment is forever and ever. Eternally. Everlastingly.

X 1. Some say, "Too long!" "Is it right: five years disobedience = eternity punishment?"

X a. If so, five years obedience = eternity blessed -- Too long! Too long! (If not, why not?)
2. Same arguments used against Hell may with equal force be used against Heaven.

3. Those who argue Hell is too long take a slap at every system of justice in the world. X How do you determine the hideousness of an act? X (William Bonner) X (Preacher)
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X a. Six-shooter -X raise it -fire. X Kill 3 or 4 before stopped. How long punish for 5 second act? Or even if it took 30 seconds? Go to prison for X 30 seconds? 60 seconds? X 30 years? How long?
b. How do you determine the enormity or heinousness of an act? By the time it takes to do or the act itself?

c. If we say Hell too long, fail to see X* sin in all its ugliness! *slow appearing
d. Live in disobedience, rebellion against God's will for 5 years, 5 months, 5 weeks -- die in that condition -- suffer eternally!

X C. Some say Hell is too ugly. Then Heaven is too beautiful.

X 1. Hell too horrible -- Heaven too wonderful.

2. Heaven is the extreme on the one hand what Hell is on the other!

X D. Some argue they believe Hell is eternal, but it is eternal annihilation.

X 1. Cast into fire - burnt up immediately!

a. Would actually be a second physical death!

2. They say you go back to where Adam was before he was created.

a. Simply: he wasn't!

X b. Like old Rover, dead all over!

c. This idea, doctrine, denies the soul is eternal. Denies the resurrection.

1) False Doctrine!

X 2) Look again at Matt.25:46 "And these will go away into eternal punishment."

punishment, Greek kolasin or kolasis  (v) meaning, correction, punishment, penalty (Thayer p.353)
X 3) Same word in 1 John 4:18 fear involves punishment (torment kjv). Now look at Luke 16 -
X a) v.23 And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torments,…
b) v.28 …warn them, lest they also come to this place of torment.

c) v.24 …I am in agony (tormented kjv) in this flame.

d) v.25 …you are in agony (tormented kjv)

4) Rev.20:10 they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

5) Rev.14:11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever;…
X a) Six times we have seen the word torment (kjv) used in reference to future punishment.

1] The state of the wicked after death!
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X b) Mentioned Old Rover awhile ago. Some people like to torment dogs. Tie cans to tails. Cut them. Put highlife on wounds; etc.

c) Do this to a dead dog. What have you done? Nothing! No Consciousness!
1] The punishment of Matt.25:46 is X everlasting, conscious, suffering torment!

X
III. Hell Is a Place of Darkness
A. 2 Peter 2:4 … cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;

B. Jude 13 … for whom the black darkness (Lit. blackness of darkness)  has been reserved forever.

X C. Put these passages together. See how it intensifies.

1. Darkness, … Blackness of Darkness … and then, Matt.25:30 "… cast … into the outer darkness;..."

X
D. This seems to suggest that Hell is farther removed from light and/or the source of light than anything. Why?
X 1. God is the Father of lights (James 1:17)

2. God is light and in Him is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5)

3. Psalm 139:7-12 7Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence? 8If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. 9If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 10Even there Thy hand will lead me, And Thy right hand will lay hold of me. 11If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me will be night," 12Even the darkness is not dark to Thee, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to Thee.
X 4. There is one place where God is not -- Hell!

a. In v.8 (above), the Psalmist is speaking of trying to hide or run away from God -- this cannot be done! 2 Thess.1:7-9 7and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

X
X E. I don't think you like darkness!

1. Children, night-lights; “leave the door open a crack!”
As boy, lock up chickens. X Forget. Go late. X Walk to chicken house. X Run back!

X 2. Why is it harder for the elderly to suffer through long hours of night than day?

a. Sometimes not just elderly! Anyone sick! (Clara, shingles)
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X F. Darkness -- Pain -- Eternity --

No God to hear your oft-repeated prayers in torment!

No God to listen as you scream and beg for mercy.

None will be granted because God will not be there!

Since God is the source of light, where He is not must be a place of darkness!

X
IV. Hell is Fire
X A. Matt.13:42 a furnace of fire

Matt.25:41 everlasting fire

Mark 9:44, 45 the fire is not quenched

Rev.20:10 fire and brimstone

Rev.20:15 the lake of fire

Matt.3:11 baptism of fire

B. Do these refer to Hell? Read them in context! X No doubt about it! X Fire, Fire, Fire, Fire! That's what all of them say!

X C. Darkness … and fire? How can that be?

1. No problem. Man, by his own chemical ingenuity, has been able to create a fire that does not illuminate!1 If man can do this, who can question God?

1Larry Fain was attending college when I preached this at Northshore in Houston. He said they had just studied the chemical fire created by man!

2. May be God has prepared a special kind of fire -- X as the burning bush in Exodus 3. Regular Fire would have consumed the bush!

3. Bible word fire may be X metaphor. A likeness or similarity set forth as a reality.

a. Jesus -- X door -- vine -- good shepherd -- not literal, but like, similar.

b. Herod - X fox -- Really? With long nose and furry tail? No, cunning, treacherous, wily like a fox.

D. God is infinite; man is finite. God is trying to describe to finite man an infinite Hell, something really indescribable. X
1. Tell son about subway X - compare to mole tunnel.

X 2. Skyscrapers to silo

X 3. Describe Jet plane to Civil war man -- compare to bird. Might think plane flaps wings. Not exhaustive comparisons, but in better position to understand. X
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E. Heaven is described as having jaded walls, golden streets and gates of pearl.

1. Must we understand this literally? Or is this God's way of telling us heaven is more wonderful than anything we have known?

2. Biblical description of Hell is God's way of telling us that Hell is far worse than anything we've every considered. The nearest thing to it in our vocabulary is fire X - burning.

X a. Strike match. Want to know what Hell is like? Hold finger in the flame.

b. Go home. Light oven to 500 degrees. Hold arm in it.

F. Rev.14:11 completes the figure of fire: X And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever.
X
V. No Rest in Hell Rev.14:11 and they have no rest day and night,…

A. Do you know why? Rev.20:10 tells us the wicked are tormented!

1.The Rich Man was tormented in the flame.

2. What do you enjoy most about coming home from hard day's work?

a. X Take off shoes. Easy chair. Prop feet up. Turn on tv. Relax. Read paper. Nap.

b. Or, if real tired, X fall across bed and sink into oblivion of sleep.

3. Rest! Wonderful when tired. How horrible to be perpetually exhausted and no opportunity to rest!

a. Ever dream of being chased and feet and legs so heavy can hardly move them? So tired, but no rest. Such is Hell!

X
VI. No Relief IN Hell X Rich man wanted drop of water -- couldn't get it!

A. Infamous skeptic Robert Ingersol, around the turn of the last century, said if he had been present he would have given the rich man some water!

1. Overlook … Rich Man didn't have to be there!

2. Could have had 10 million gallons of water of God's salvation in this life; neglected opportunity and wound up where there is no water.

3. You can stay out of Hell, but once you get there you'll never get out! No Relief!
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X
VII. No Hope IN Hell Look again, X Matt.25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment
A. How long is eternity? Preachers cannot speak of it sensibly!

X 1. Spend Eternity -- I can spend a dollar, but not eternity. Implies it ends.

X 2. Living throughout eternity - Live throughout a lifetime; century; not eternity.

X 3. Little boy. Peppermint candy. Only one end, the beginning end!

X B. How long is eternity?

X 1. World solid steel. 25,000 miles circumference. X Ant on equator. How long to wear path 1/2 inch deep? One mile? All the way through? That's not eternity!
X 2. Suppose this building completely wood. How long for one termite to eat it? This city? United States? X World? Sun, Moon, Stars, Venus, Neptune, Jupiter, all celestial bodies made of wood? How long? Don't know how long that termite would have to work, but That's not eternity!

X 3. Ship with 30,000 ton capacity. Load hold with English Peas. Cruise at 25 knots per hour. Throw out one pea ever 10,000 miles. How long? Don't know. But That's not eternity!
X Blank Screen
C. If Hell was for only a hundred years, I could stand it!

1. After one day, I could say I have only 99 years and 364 days left!
2. If it were 1,000 years - after one day, could say I have only 999 years and 364 days left.
3. If it were a million years -- 999,999 years and 364 days!
a. That faint, glimmering ray of hope would cause me to hold on … but after man has been in Hell for 100, 1,000, Million, Billion, Trillion years, he has no less time to stay!
D. When you see a man or woman, what do you see? X Someone rich? Poor? Black? White? Well dressed? Poorly dressed? Pretty? Ugly?
1. We ought to see individuals made in the image of God for whom X Jesus died and who will spend (!) eternity in Hell without hope if not saved.

2. The only things that last are people. Nations rise and fall. Cultures come and go.

3. How many people do you know who have died this year without Christ? How many loved ones? Friends? Relatives?

4. “You Never Mentioned Him to Me” How many will be in Hell because you never opened your mouth one time to tell them about Christ and turn them to the Lord?
5. The #1 issue facing us this morning is to get right with God and stay right!

a. Yet, we worry about food, clothing, tv, when only this one thing is needful --

b. We must become children of God and serve Him faithfully!
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X VIII. In Hell Man Retains His Mental Faculties
A. Rich man in Hades X --remembered Luke 16:25 Son, remember … v.27-28 remembered his five brethren.

B. If he remembered these things, I'm persuaded he could remember his failure to do the Lord's Will. If you die and awake (life up your eyes) in torment, one of the horrible things about it will be a haunting memory: X
1. If I had listened to the pleadings of my wife … my husband … my parents … my children …

2. If I had listened to that Christian who came to my house and taught me and tried to get me to obey the Lord's will.

3. if, if, if! But it will not change anything! Many things in life would be different … if … but it isn't and we can't change our eternal state after death!

C. Rich man in Hades not only remembered, he X recognized (v.23)
1. Question: "Do you think we'll recognize one another in eternity?"
a. Rich man recognized father Abraham and Lazarus.

2. But, some say, if we do and can't find mother, father, wife, husband, children, etc., in Heaven, won't that make us unhappy?

a. Look at it this way -- if we don't recognize anyone there, won't we be just as unhappy because we don't know anyone?

3. Many people refuse to obey the Gospel because their mother didn't or grandmother didn't…. They feel that by obeying, they condemn their relatives to Hell!

a. What we do or don't do will not alter the eternal destination or condition of loved ones who have gone on.

b. The rich man did not want his brethren to come to that place of torment!

c. Believe me, X if you have relatives who have gone to Hell, they never want to see you again!

X finally…
IX. Hell Is a Place of Divided Families
A. When many think of family, overcome by emotion.

1. Old Hymn many sing: Will the circle be unbroken, by and by, Lord, by and by? Is there a better home awaiting in the sky, Lord, in the sky?
a. Many sing this when their homes are broken here on earth -- fighting, feuding, fussing, divorce, etc.
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2. Some sing: If I could hear my Mother pray again when they never heard her pray the first time!

3. Some become so overcome with sentimentalism they fail to be realistic.

B. I don't like to be separated from wife for even a week, though might sometimes be necessary. Don't want to be very far from my children and grandchildren.

1. Most men don't, usually! If they like it, not much of a man!

2. What would break my heart more than anything else? To stand before God in the day of judgment and see my wife and some of my children and grandchildren go in one direction and I and the rest of my children and grandchildren in another!

3. This will be the case in many families - Mother and Daughter ushered into Heaven and Father and Son into Hell or vice versa!

C. Have you ever really become serious about converting your own relations? I like to see anyone converted, but especially my own flesh and blood!

D. Some people say they can't talk to mother or father about Christ; they can't discuss religion with brothers and sisters. But, if you can't, who can? and who can you talk to?

E. Some can't understand why their mate is not converted, why he or she never obeys the gospel. It could be because every time they want to go somewhere instead of going to church you load up the kids and go along! Forget about attendance, contribution, etc.

F. Families are going to be divided. You should want to save yours.

X 1. May be husband here not a Christian. Wife and children are. X
X 2. May be lady here not a Christian? Husband and children are. X
3. May be young people here not Christians, parents are.

a. Talk about a little bit of heaven on earth, that comes when you have a devoted Christian family.

X 1) Certainly, in the next life, you will never regret it!

b. Remember this, if you get nothing else from the lesson, in the next life X families are going to be divided.

1) I hope yours will not be divided.

2) I hope you and everyone in your family can go to Heaven! X Are You Going To Heaven? X Invitation
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