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HOW TO SPELL C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N

INTRODUCTION
1. It may seem rather foolish, for nearly anyone can spell C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N.

2. I mean spelling Christian with our lives.

a. We understand that Christian is the right and only name (Acts 11:26) but many do not realize the full significance of wearing it.

b. Some wear it well, others not so well; some wear it who are not, in fact, Christians at all!

A) (HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN)

c. But, a Christian is more than a baptized person, more than a church member, more than a weekly worshiper.

1. There are many of these, but fewer Christians!

3. Let each letter represent a characteristic of the Christian.

Does your life spell C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N?

a. Compare what the nt says about (who are) Christians and whom the World thinks is a Christian (so-called Christians)



b. Example: in the tv guide of Dec.2-8, 1989, in the letters column:

knockout punch—I strongly object to the characterization of [former church secretary] Jessica Hahn as “devoutly Christian” in “Knockout November: Look Who Else Is on This Month” (Nov.4). Anyone who poses for Playboy, flaunts $4000 breast implants in a video titled “Wild Thing” and is involved in the Jim Baker scandal falls far short of setting any kind of positive Christian example. Referring to Jessica Hahn as “devoutly Christian” is nothing short of a slap in the face to millions of people worldwide who truly are devoutly Christian. –Rev. Rick Ralston, Greenwood, Miss.
I. C-LEANLINESS
A. Must become clean, and remain clean.

1. This is accomplished through the Word. 1 Pet.1:22
Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls …

John 15:3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.”

a. Some cleansers claim to remove spots that other pre-soakers leave in.
b. God’s Word is guaranteed to remove spots of sin and keep one clean.
2. Remaining clean involves avoiding unclean things. 2 Cor.7:1
… let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement (molusmos, that which is defiled by soiling the clean—filthiness kjv) of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
a. Filthiness us used metaphorically for moral defilement.

James 1:21 Therefore putting aside all filthiness …
barnes: The noun here used {in 2 Cor.7:1} () occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. The verb occurs in 1Co 8:7; Re 3:4; 14:4; and means to stain, defile, pollute, as a garment; and the word here used means a soiling, hence defilement, pollution, and refers to the defiling and corrupting influence of fleshly desires and carnal appetites. The filthiness of the flesh here denotes, evidently, the gross and corrupt appetites and passions of the body, including all such actions of all kinds as are inconsistent with the virtue and purity with which the body, regarded as the temple of the Holy Ghost, should be kept holy—

By filthiness of the spirit,” the apostle means, probably, all the thoughts or mental associations that defile the man. …

b. While this is true, I cannot disassociate cleanness from the body as per 2 Cor.7:1 ~ Hippies cannot be Christians until they clean up their bodies!

cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit

1. “Hair like Tarzan, dress like Jane, smell like Cheetah.”

2. Cleanliness (of body) was not considered unimportant by our Lord! Washed the apostles’ feet (John 13). Qualification of widow indeed in 1 Tim.5, if she has washed the saint’s feet (v.10) which would include cleanliness.

B. When we look at a Christian, we see one who is clean of body and soul!

C. “So-Called Christians!”
II. H-ONEST Honest with both God and Man. (Rom.12:17)
(…Respect what is right in the sight of all men.) 

A. Honesty with God has to do with one’s attitude toward His Word.

Luke 8:15 "And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word

in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.”
B. A verse that has to do with the handling of the collection: 2 Cor.8:21
for we have regard for what is honorable, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.
1. We often hear of embezzlers.

2. Brother Cogdill told of a brother who was caught taking a $1000 bill from the collection when counting it, and he confessed and said he had been doing it for years so him and his wife could eat out on Sunday. Brother Cogdill expressed doubt concerning the matter, that surely he could have taken a $2000 bill now and then!

C. 1 Thess.4:11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you;

1. One is to work for a living. If sinners see Christians, who are unwilling to work for a living, they will have an unfavorable impression of the Gospel!
2. God has an answer to the welfare program – Work! 2 Thess.3:10
…if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.
3. Gov. Rhodes of Ohio (1970) said Ohio’s welfare program represents “35 years of total failure.”

4. The Waco tx newspaper (Wed. 3-20-91) reported a special committee had investigated the Texas Department of Human Resources and the recommendation of some was to hang the Directors of the tdhr! Others, more calmly, suggested they resign!

D. Illustration: Cheating on income tax return, stealing time on the job, both are just as dishonest as literally stealing money.

E. Honest in representing others. Half-truths are, in essence, lies!

F. “So-Called Christians!”
III. R-ESPONSIBILITY

A. Bible teaches personal accountability, therefore, responsibility.

Rom.14:11-12 For it is written, "as i live, says the lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to god." So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.

2 Cor.5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
B. Man is prone to shift responsibility: Adam; children; Christians.

C. Opportunity plus ability equals responsibility. The only limit is ability.

D. Our responsibility to God includes responsibility to:

1. Self. Titus 2:11-12 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,

Rom.12:1-2 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
2. Brethren. Rom.12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.

Gal.6:1-2 Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.

Recognize responsibility to local congregation! Attend, give, etc.

3. All men. Gal.6:10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

1 Pet.3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;
Matt.28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,”
E. “So-Called Christians!”
IV. I-NTERESTED 1 Cor.15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

A. Interest in attendance. Attendance will increase when every Christian becomes interested in growth.

B. Opposite of interest is indifference. Sorry, but this fits some!

1. Examine the indifferent – see what he/she does. Seldom studies; feels no need for prayer; if it isn’t too far, too cold, too hot, raining, early, he/she may attend on Sunday morning. That is, if relatives don’t come or if he/she has nothing else to do. Never comes on Sunday evening or Wednesday evening. Doesn’t call on the sick, participate in work programs, etc

Seldom misses social events, work, vacation, etc.

C. Thanks be to God, interest can be seen in most Christians here!

D. “So-Called Christians!”
V. S-TEWARDSHIP 1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

A. Four elements of stewardship:
1. A master (God)
2. A steward (man)

3. Property entrusted (all blessings - spiritual and temporal)
4. A day of accounting (judgment).
B. Christians are stewards of:
1. Life 1 Cor.6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

2. Thoughts Prov.4:23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life.
3. Words James 3:8-10 But no one can tame the tongue: it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.
4. Possessions Psalm 24:l The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it. (Gen.1:26-30)
5. Time Eph.5:16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil.
6. Talents Matt.25:14-30; 1 Co.4:2 it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.
B. “So-Called Christians!”
VI. T-EMPERANCE 1 Cor.9:25-27 And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air: but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.

A. Word means "moderate indulgence in those things that are good for body, and total abstinence from hurtful things.”
B. Christians must be temperate with respect to:
1. Strong drink: drunkenness forbidden (Prov.20:l); Daniel totally abstained from king's drink (Dan.1:8.12) [and so will the Christian today!].
2. Language: avoid filthy jokes, gossip, etc. (Rom.1:32 speaks of those who know the ordinance of God and yet practice the evils listed there and "give hearty approval to those who practice them"; Eph.4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth,...)
3. Covetousness: desire for wealth often leads to ruin (1 Tim.6:10)
C. What good is knowledge if we do not control ourselves?
D. “So-Called Christians!”
VII. I –LLUMINATED Heb.10:32 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings.
John 1:9 There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.
Eph.1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened...

A. This word involves the two ideas of manifestation and representation.
1. The first meaning is conveyed in Heb.10:32
2. The second is suggested in Matt.5:14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden."
a. Christians are reflectors of light and reflectors must have a clean surface (Illust.: Mirrors).
B. “So-Called Christians!”
VIII. A-WAKE Christians must be fully awake
Eph.5:14 "Awake sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you."

A. This suggests watchfulness; alertness. (Illust.: Soldier on guard)
B. How can one who physically sleeps through worship be spiritually awake?
1. It's a good thing we don't meet in an "upper chamber." Some brother might go to sleep, fall out the window, and there's no one today who can raise the dead! (Acts 20:7-12)
C. “So-Called Christians!”
IX. N-EARNESS, "Nearer My God To Thee"
A. James 4:8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.

Heb.10:22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our body washed with pure water.
B. David felt the need of drawing near unto God (Psalm 73:28)
But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord my refuge, That I may tell of all Thy works.
C. “So-Called Christians!”
CONCLUSION:

1. Does your life spell C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N?
2. What is lacking?
a. Purify your soul "in obeying the truth" (1 Peter 1:22) .
b. Otherwise, your life will never spell "C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N”
C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N
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