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How the Evangelist Must Speak
Text: Eph.6:19-20 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
INTRODUCTION
1. There is a work that belongs to an evangelist

2 Timothy 4:5 … do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
2 Timothy 4:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, …

1 Corinthians 1:21 …God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached (kjv foolishness of preaching) to save those who believe.
2. There is a prescribed manner in which this work must be done.

2 Timothy 4:2 … with great patience and instruction.

Acts 4:29-31 (The apostles) "And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Thy bond-servants may speak Thy word with all confidence, while Thou dost extend Thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of Thy holy servant Jesus." And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak the word of God with boldness.

Acts 28:31 …preaching the kingdom of God, … with all openness, ...

G3954. parraysia,  from G3956 (pas=all) and rhsis (speech); freedom of speech,  confidence:-- boldness (4), boldness of speech (1), confidence (13), confidently (1), openly (2), openness (1), plainly (5), public (1), publicly (3).

3. Christ was the only perfect preacher. Hebrews 1:1-2 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.
4:14-15 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

All others have short-comings.

a. He never preached a false doctrine. John 17:17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.

8:32 and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
b. He never left anything unsaid that needed to be said.

c. He never misjudged an audience. He knew what was in man {John 2:25}
d. He never said or did anything to hinder a sinner’s salvation.

Luke 19:10 "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."
Cf., 1 Timothy 4:16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.
THE WORD MUST BE PREACHED….
I. THE WORD MUST BE PREACHED FAITHFULLY
2 Timothy 2:2 And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.
1 Corinthians 4:2 … it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.

1 Peter 4:10-11 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

A. Christ our example did His Father’s will.

John 8:29 "… for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him."
4:34 … "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work.
6:38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.
B. Paul sought to please God.

Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.

2 Timothy 2:4 No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
C. The evangelist must speak the word {the message is prescribed} “in season; out of season” 2 Tim.4:2

Jonah 3:2 "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you."
Acts 4:20 (Peter and John) “for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard."
1. There is a real temptation to be well-received.

Luke 6:26 "Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the false prophets.
2. To compromise is to sell out to the enemy.

Matthew 12:30 "He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.
3. There may be little praise for the faithful preacher, but God will supply ample blessing.

2 Cor.12:9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
4. The preacher must therefore avoid hobbies, obscurities, oddities, intricacies, speculations and pointless eloquence. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

II. THE WORD MUST BE PREACHED FULLY
Acts 20:20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 27 "For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.
Romans 15:19 … I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.
A. This is almost a frightening thought when one considers the many subjects in the Bible.

B. One must be careful lest he inadvertently fail to speak on some Bible theme.

“Every [all] scripture … is profitable” (2 Tim.3:16 kjv) Often while we stress one Bible principle, we overlook others.

C. This entails an enormous amount of study. 2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent (study kjv) to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.  1 Tim.4:13 Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching.
D. One must preach about God, Christ, Holy Spirit, church, sin, discipline, Heaven, Hell, etc. “Meat” and “milk” must be provided, Heb.5:11-14
11of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
III. THE WORD MUST BE PREACHED FORCEFULLY
Acts 14:15 NKJV and saying, "Men, why are you doing these things? [they thought Paul and Barnabas were gods] We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them,

Acts 18:4-5 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks. 5 When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; …
Isaiah 58:1-2 "Cry aloud, spare not; Lift up your voice like a trumpet; Tell My people their transgression, And the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet they seek Me daily, And delight to know My ways, As a nation that did righteousness, And did not forsake the ordinance of their God. They ask of Me the ordinances of justice; They take delight in approaching God.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.
A. The power is of God, 1 Corinthians 2:5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

B. Should seek to effect a change in belief, status, and life in those who hear
C. n.t. preaching cut to the heart! Acts 2:37; 5:33 When they heard this, they were furious [cut to the heart, kjv] and plotted to kill them.; 7:54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth.

D. Preaching must become personal, since sin and damnation are personal
E. Preaching must blast people out of their deadly complacency
IV. THE WORD MUST BE PREACHED FERVENTLY
2 Corinthians 5:20-21 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Romans 12:11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;

A. Should preach as fervently as if you were the only one telling the old, old story. Fervent means to be hot, to boil [W.E.Vine]
B. One must be urgent (ready) in ones preaching (2 Tim.4:2)

1. Recognition of the utlitmate issues involved certainly should give one fervor. Hebrews 10:31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

C. Preaching is a rare privilege, Ephesians 3:8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,

D. There is no excuse for one telling the good news of salvation as dryly as if he were reading from a catalog!

V. THE WORD MUST BE PREACHED FEARLESSLY
Revelation 21:8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

Matthew 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

A. King Saul sinned because he “feared the people and listened to their voice.” 1 Sam.15:24; cf.,
John 9:22 His [blind man Jesus’ healed] parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue.

B. Faithful preachers may be pelted on every side, but they must not be deterred!

VI. THE WORD MUST BE PREACHED FEARFULLY
Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all.

1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;

CONCLUSION
A. We must encourage more men to become faithful evangelists. This shortage of faithful preachers is possibly the most critical problem we face.
B. There is something handsome in Paul’s statement, Romans 10:15
… "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!"
C. There is something awesome in Paul’s statement, 1 Corinthians 9:16
… woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!
Note: Sermon outline by Cecil Willis, who based it on an article from The Voice Of Evangelism, April, 1966
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