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JESUS CHRIST, PROPHET, PRIEST and KING
Hebrews 1:1-4 (kjv)

1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.

INTRODUCTION
A. The Epistle to the Hebrews might well be called a divine commentary on the book of Leviticus, for in it the author shows that the ceremonies and ritualism of the Aaronic priesthood are fully matured in Jesus Christ, the Christians High Priest.

B. The primary object of the author of this epistle was to persuade his Hebrew brethren in Christ to persevere to the end of their already begun Christian course, and not to fall back again into Judiasm. They were about to give up Christ for Moses. There are two reasons for this.

1. These Christians had come out of Judaism, and we would naturally expect them to be persecuted by the leaders of Judaism.

2. Furthermore, these Jewish Christians had been educated under the institutions of Moses; all of their religious habits and early impressions served to attach them to the ceremonies and customs.

3. Consequently, when they were to make a final choice between Christ and Moses, their resolutions were not only weakened by fear of persecution, but by their love for the ancient ceremonies and customs.

C. These Jewish Christians needed help and encouragement, and it pleased God to send it to them by means of the inspired writer.

D. The epistle begins by showing the superiority of Christianity over the Mosaic system, and continues throughout the entire letter.

E. The inspired writer does a masterful job of presenting Jesus in the text as their Prophet, Priest and King. This he does with the use of three verb phrases:

1. God...hath...spoken unto us by his Son" - Christ is Prophet.

2. "He had by himself purged our sins" -- Christ is Priest.

3. He "sat down on the right hand of the majesty on high" -- Christ is King.

I. CHRIST IS PROPHET -- God...bath...spoken unto us by his Son"
A. The meaning of "prophet". W.E.Vine - prophecy, prophesy, prophesying --propheteia signifies the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God (pro, forth, phemi, to speak)

B. The manner in which God communicated Himself and His will to men under the o.t.
1. "At sundry times. ("in many portions" nsb)

a. The o.t. revelation was given only in fragments. Moses, David, Isaiah and others received only partial and incomplete disclosures of God's divine will.

2. And in divers manners." ("in many ways" nasb)

a. God employed various methods of communicating His will.  At one time by direct communication, another time by visions.

b. The voice of God came to Samuel while he slept; Daniel had visions and dreams; Elijah heard a small still voice.

C. But God "hath in these last days spoken unto us by His son."

1. "Whom He hath appointed heir of all things."

a. As God, Christ was equal with the Father (Phil.2:6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,); but as mediator, He was appointed by the Father to be the heir of all things, the sovereign Lord of heaven and earth.

2. "By whom also he made the worlds"

a. By Him God made the worlds, both visible and invisible, the heavens and The earth.

John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

Col.1:16-17 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created by Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

3. "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person"

a. He is, in person, the Son of God, and as such He must have the same nature.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Col.1:15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.

4. "And upholding all things by the word of his power"

a. That is, by His powerful word or command.
Psa.33:6 "By the word of the lord the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host."

v.9: "For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast."
b. So Jesus commanded the waves and winds and they were still; He spoke to diseases and they departed; He spoke to dead and they arose from the grave.

D. Modern unbelief in its various forms denies this first declaration of our text. (God....hath spoken unto us by His Son).

1. The Modernist accepts Jesus as a great teacher, a great philosopher such as Plato, Aristotle and Socrates, but does not say with Nicodemus, "We know that thou art a teacher come from God."
II. CHRIST IS PRIEST -- "He had by himself purged our sins"
A. The office of a priest (under Moses' law) was essentially different from that of a prophet.

1.
The prophet spoke for God to the people while the priest spoke for the people to God.

B. The first two chapters of Hebrews elaborate on the author's presentation of Jesus as the great Prophet; but the next eight chapters present Christ as the Christian's High Priest.

1. He is "the Apostle and High Priest of our profession" (3:1)
2. He is a High Priest who understands both man and God.

(4:14-16 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.)
3. He is a High Priest "after the order of  Melchisedec" (5:6; 7:1-17)
4. He is our High Priest to help in every tine of need. (7:25 Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.)
5. He is a High Priest by whose blood we are sanctified and have obtained eternal redemption.
9:11-12 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
C. Modern unbelief in its various forms denies this second declaration of our text. ("He had by himself purged our sins" -- Christ is Priest.)

1. The Modernist denies that Jesus Christ is the Christian's High Priest.

2. He is willing to give Jesus a niche in the hall of fame along with Buddha, Confucius, Mohammed and other world religionists.

3. But when mention is made of Christ's becoming our High Priest through His death and suffering on the cross, the Modernist begins to sneer.

III. CHRIST IS KING -- He "sat down on the right hand of the majesty on high"
A. This is neither the particular function of a prophet nor a priest.

B. When did Jesus sit down on the right hand of God? Following His resurrection, when He ascended back to heaven at the Father's right hand.
(Matt.28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20; Eph.1:19-23) (Acts 1:9-11; 7:55-56)
C. Jesus will continue to have "all authority....in heaven and on earth," until He comes again.  

1 Cor.15:24-26 then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death.
D. Some deny the third declaration of our text; they deny that Christ is reigning now as "King of kings".

1. On the Pentecost when the church of our Lord was established, the inspired apostle Peter declared that God had raised up Christ "to sit on His throne"

2. It follows that if He is not sitting there now, He has not been raised from the dead; and if He has not been raised from the dead our preaching is vain. (1 Cor.15:12-17)
3. Reigning now at God's right hand, He will continue to reign until the last enemy, death shall be destroyed. (1 Cor.15:24-26)

a. If king, He must have a kingdom,

Rev.1:6 ... He has made us to be a kingdom, ...
Col.1:13 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,

CONCLUSION
A. Truly Jesus Christ is Prophet, Priest and King; but what if we reject Him?

1. If we will not hear this Prophet, then "to whom shall we go?" John 6:68;

Heb.2:1-4 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.
2. If we will not accept the sacrifice of this High Priest, wherewith sha1l we be cleansed from our sins? (Heb.10:26-31)
3. If we repudiate the authority of the "King of kings," who has opened the gates of Hades by His victory over the grave, where shall we find hope in the hour of death?
Rev.6:15-17 And the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said^ to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand?”
Rev.20:11-15 And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

B. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?" (Heb.2:3) There is no escape; there is no other way of salvation, and the neglect of this will be followed by certain destruction;
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