Page 7 of 7                                                               IF JESUS WERE NOT THE SON OF GOD                                                                        S85D


IF JESUS WERE NOT THE SON OF GOD
Matthew 16:13-20 NKJV 13When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 14So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.

INTRODUCTION
1. The deity of Jesus was taught from:
a. The first promise to sinners, Gen.3:15
And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."

b. To the glorified Christ’s last promise to the redeemed of the earth, Matt.28:20 “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.
2. The truth concerning the Lord’s deity was beautifully described by Simon Peter (Text)
a. Means more than the Son of God by creation (Jehovah’s Witnesses),
(1) All men are sons of God by creation, Acts 17:26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,
(2) Paul is showing unity of all men – all of one blood – one God and one humanity.
(3) This is not what Peter was confessing, Matt. 16:16
b. Means more than the Son of God by redemption.
(1) Those who are “born again” are God’s redeemed spiritual children, 1 John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
(2) Neither is this what Peter was confessing.
c. Peter was confessing His deity.
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
(1) – “only begotten” – meaning “one uniquely born.”
(2) We sometimes use the word “unique” carelessly. It means “one of a kind.”
(3) Jesus was one of a kind; no other like Him; the only begotten Son of God!
3. Modern skepticism and theology deny this fact.
a. Example: The late Bishop Pike said, “Virgin birth of Christ is a myth.”
During his episcopate, Bishop Pike's increasingly iconoclastic views became front page news, and he was featured on the cover of Time magazine. His radical theology rejected dogmatic interpretations of the Virgin Birth and the Incarnation, questioned the basis of theological concepts such as … the Trinity, and challenged the infallibility of scripture. ~ A call for a heresy trial by the Episcopal House of Bishops in 1966 resulted in the formal censure of his theological views as "offensive" and "irresponsible."
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b. Many claiming to be Christians exalt Christ as a great moralist, profound philosopher, great man, etc., but not Divine.
c. Such men are not Christians, but anti-christ!
d. Why deny His divinity? Wish to eliminate one to whom account must be given.
4. This discourse will not deal with arguments to prove His divinity.
a. Rather, we shall consider some conclusions that must be accepted if Jesus were not the Son of God.
I. FALSIFY THE PROPHETS (Luke 24:25-27; Acts 10:43)
Luke 24:25 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!”
Acts 10:43 “To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”
A. What did the prophets teach concerning the person of Jesus?
Isa.9:6: For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Character described fulfilled only In Jesus of Nazareth
Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

“Immanuel” – Matthew interprets “God with us” (Matt.1:23)
B. The prophets taught that Jesus was God.
1. To deny that Jesus is God makes the prophets false, from Moses on down. In fact, would do away with the Old Testament
II. STORY OF VIRGIN BIRTH A LIE (Matt.1:18-23)
Matthew 1:18-23 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.  19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.  20But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  21And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins."  22So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying:  23"Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us."
If Jesus were not God’s Son, then He wasn’t born of a virgin
1. He was either the son of Joseph or some other man.
2. Conceived out of wedlock, an illegitimate child!
3. Story of His birth just a wicked lie, made up by a sensuous man and indiscreet girl!
III. IT RATIONALIZES ALL HIS MIRACLES.

If Jesus is not who He claimed to be, He didn’t perform them, Acts 2:22 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know--

1. Changed water to wine, fed 5000, walked on water, calmed stormy sea, healed lepers, etc. If not God’s Son, did none of these.
2. He could no more work miracles than I can.
3. They must therefore be accounted as natural phenomena.
4. We don’t have to rationalize His miracles – we believe He did them!

5. “Deity” – that explains them!!!
IV. IT IMPEACHES THE CHARACTER OF MARY
A. We do not revere Mary and consider her as God.
1. Womanhood, as symbolized in Mary, was eternally dignified by reason of fact that she was the instrument through which God gave world a Redeemer, Luke 1:28
Luke 1:28 (the angel Gabriel, v.26, said to Mary) "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!"

a. If Jesus were not the Son of God, then Mary was a monster.
2. John 19:26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!"
Picture people surrounding the cross.
a. Jesus in agony; between two thieves; humiliation; death of a crimi​nal, yet no sin.
b. At the foot of the cross is John, His cousin, and Mary, His mother.

3. Why is Jesus dying on the cross?
a. Pilate could find no fault in Him.
b. Jews said, “We have a law, and by our law he ought to die because he made himself the Son of God ...”
B. What about Mary? What was her reaction?
1. Of all those around the cross, she was the one person to know the truth about Jesus.
a. She knew if His birth was miraculous or natural.
b. She could have named the father if He had a natural father.
c. She could have stepped forward and said, “He is not to blame.”
2. She didn’t do this; she stood and watched Him die; her Son!
3. Any mother who would do that would have to be cruel.
4. Do you believe that, for the sake of her own reputation over a sin she committed 3 years ago, she would let her own son die?
V. IT INDICTS THE CHARACTER AND HONESTY OF THE LORD HIMSELF
Jesus said He was God, John 8:23 And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.”
If not, then a liar and imposter.
1. Suppose I said, “I am God.” I would either belong in an insane asylum or would be guilty of telling a monstrous lie.
2. That’s what Jesus did--went about Palestine saying that He was God.
3. If He isn’t God, He was the greatest fraud and charlatan that ever lived.
4. How could He be great man, philosopher, moralist, and biggest liar ever?
VI. IT DENIES THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD
Rom. 1:4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.
Here Paul suspends whole argument of deity on the resurrection.
1. To deny resurrection is to deny deity, vice-versa.
2. Deny resurrection of Christ and you deny resurrection of everyone.
1 Corinthians 15:12-18 12Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 14And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up--if in fact the dead do not rise. 16For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

3. General resurrection predicated upon His resurrection.
4. If He didn’t rise, all loved ones gone forever; if He did, He is Deity
5. If Jesus is not God, then death cannot be overcome; it is the victor and all hope is lost!
VII. IT IMPEACHES THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES
They taught that Jesus was the Son of God, Matt.16:16; Acts 3:18
Matt.16:16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
Acts 3:18 But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ (His Christ or anointed one) would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.
1. If He were not, all apostles are liars and false teachers.
2. “Falsifying prophets” takes care of both o.t. and n.t. prophets.
3. Might as well discard whole Bible---none of it true.
4. Fact that Jesus was God’s Son is really the theme of the Bible; everything dependent on that fact.
CONCLUSION
If Jesus were not God’s Son, Christianity is degenerated to a system of
Purely Human Philosophy,
Fabricated From Falsehood,
Founded by an Impost​er,

Perpetuated Through Fraud, and
Published by Liars!

THESE ARE THE CONSEQUENCES – 

IF JESUS WERE NOT THE SON OF GOD.
Our salvation depends upon His being the Son of God.
I believe it. Do you?
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