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“Lovest thou me?”

TEXT: John 21:15-17

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

INTRODUCTION
A. This memorable question addressed by Christ to Simon.

1. Tremendously important question.

2. Even though 1900 years have passed since these words were spoken, yet to this day this inquiry is most searching and practical.

B. Simon, who had three times denied his Lord, is now three times called upon to express his love for Christ.

1. Peter had professed a more affectionate attachment to Christ than the rest of the apostles. He had been more forward in making profession of his friendship and love for Jesus than the others.

2. So Jesus here asks him, “Lovest thou me more than these?” (v.15)
a. That is, “Do you love more than the others do?” (Moffatt).
I. A GENUINE CHRISTIAN HAS A TRUE FEELING OF LOVE FOR CHRIST
A. A true Christian is not one merely dipped or immersed in water and raised out of it.

1. Not one who goes only as a matter of habit to worship on Lord’s Day and lives rest of week as though there were no Christ!

B. True Christian - has religion in heart and life - felt by him & seen by others.

C. True Christian loves Christ pre-eminently -- above all else.

1. Because of what Christ has done for him and is doing for him!

D. Love is the mainspring of all our services for Christ.

II. DO WE REALLY LOVE THE LORD? IF SO….

A. We will want to obey Him. (John 14:15, 21, 23)

15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” 21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; ..." 23 …"If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; ...”

1. If love a person, want to please him, seek to do things he likes, avoid things he dislikes.

2. So it is with the true Christian and Christ (1 John 2:3-6; 5:2-3)

1 John 2:3-6 And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. 5:2-3 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.

a. Show him anything that Christ delights in and he will follow after it; show him anything in his daily life that Christ hates, and he will give it up!

B. We will want to be in His presence (Matt. 18:20).

"For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst."
1. When really love a person, want to be in his company; wish to be continually associated with him and hate to think of bidding him farewell.

a. So with true Christian and Christ. The devoted Christian looks forward to the coming of each Lord’s day -- yea, every time the church assembles.

A)
Why was the Hebrew letter written? Why was Heb.10:25 written?

B)
It was directed to Hebrew Christians whose love for Christ had grown weak. Their neglect of the assembly was one of the first signs or symptoms of their apostasy (Heb. 3:12; 4:1).

3:12 Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.
4:1 Therefore, let us fear lest, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it.

b. The true Christian longs for that blessed day when he will see his Master face to face and be at home forever with the Lord
John 14:1-6 "Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way where I am going." Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.

1 John 3:1-3 See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

C. We will want to converse with Him.

1. We love to talk to those whom we love. We have no difficulty in finding a subject for conversation with a much-loved person.

a. Likewise, the true Christian loves to talk to the Lord in Prayer.

b. Do we really love to talk to the Lord?
Hebrews 4:14-16 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.
James 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

c. Not a question of “do we love to pray” but, “Do We Love The Lord?”
2. We love to have those whom we love talk to us.

a. Prayer is our talking to God, but God talks to us through His Word!

b. Do we love to hear His Word?
Psalm 1:1-2 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.
Psalm 19:7-10 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The command-ment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
Psalm 119:97 O how I love Thy law! It is my meditation all the day.
D. We will be glad to bring Him gifts and offerings (Matt.2:11)
1. Why does the young man take gifts of flowers and perfume to his sweetheart?

a. We love to give gifts to those whom we really love.

2. What kind of a giver does the Lord love? (2 Cor.9:7) The cheerful giver is one who gives because he loves the Lord and delights to give to Him. The grudging giver is not acceptable for he shows no fruits of love.

E. We will be willing to sacrifice for His cause
John 3:16 "For God so loved (agapaw) the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
Galatians 1:4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,
Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love (agapay), just as Christ also loved (agapaw) you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
1 John 4:10 In this is love (agapay), not that we loved (agapaw) God, but that He loved (agapaw) us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

1. What would you think of able-bodied and prosperous parents who would allow their children to go hungry and unclothed? Would you think that they loved their children?

a. God has promised to provide us with necessities of life (Matt.6:24ff)
2. We must be willing to “present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is our reasonable service.” (Rom.12:1)
a. Reasonable - “belonging to the reason” (asv footnote).

b. That is, a rational service. Under the law of Moses, irrational victims were offered unto God; their wills were not consulted.

c. But under the gospel of Christ we are to offer ourselves as rational beings.

2 Cor.8:12 “For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according as a man hath, not according as he hath not.”
F. We will be willing to forego and abandon anything that will bring reflection upon the name of Christ.

1. If we love a person, we will deny ourselves anything to please him/her; we will abstain from those things that we know he/she would dislike.

2. So it is with the Christian and Christ.

a. He will forego anything that would bring reflection upon the cause of Christ.

1 Cor.10:31-32 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;
b. Likewise he will forego anything that would cause his brother to stumble

Matt.18:6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea.

Romans 14:21 It is good not to eat meat or to drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles.
Romans 15:1-2 Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to his edification.

1 Corinthians 8:9-13  But take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol's temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 11For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died. 12And thus, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, that I might not cause my brother to stumble.
G.
We will love all Christ’s disciples (1 John 5:1; John 13:34-35)

John 13:34-35 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
1 John 5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him.
1.
If we really love a person we will like his friends also. We will be favorable inclined to them even before we come to know them well. We are drawn by a common tie of mutual love. When we meet them we do not feel altogether a stranger to them.

2.
Just so it is between a true Christian and Christ.

a. The true Christian regards: all of Christ’s friends as his friends.

b. For all are members of the same body,

Children of the same Heavenly Family,

Soldiers in the same Army,

and Laborers in the same Vineyard
1 John 3:14-15 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.
1 John 4:7-8 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
1 John 4:20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.

III. THE OCCASION OF THE TEXT: (John 21:15-17)
A. On the evening of the Savior’s betrayal, Jesus told the apostles that they would that night be offended because of Him. (Matt. 26:31)
1.
Peter promised the Lord that he would never deny Him (v.33, 35).
2.
Jesus predicted that Peter would three times deny Him (v.34).
3. Peter’s denial of the Lord (v.69-75). (Luke 22:61, Jesus looked at Peter.)

B.
After the Lord’s resurrection, Jesus calls upon Peter to three times express his love for Him. (relate—out fishing all night, caught no fish; Jesus asks them if they have fish, then tells them to cast their net…they were not able to haul it in for the number – they recognize then that it is the Lord. They go in to land and find a fire prepared with fish on it. They eat a (seemingly) silent breakfast. Then the Lord questions Peter.

(text: John 21:15-17)
1.
asv footnote: “Love in these places represent two different Greek words.” what are they?

a. agapas - “A love that rises out of deep devotion; to love devotedly, affectionately, ardently; prompted by devotion.” (John 3:16; Eph. 5:25)

b. phileo - “To befriend; to like; prompted by emotion.”

2.
In Jesus’ first two questions to Peter, He used the stronger term for love - agapas.

a. Peter replied to these two questions with the weaker term for love - phileo.

3.
But the third time Jesus came down to the level of Peter’s word for love - phileo.

a. Naturally Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, “Lovest (phileis) thou me?” (v.17).

b. Then Peter replied again, “Lord thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love (phileo) thee.” (v.17).
John 21:15-17 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My lambs." 16He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep." 17He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend My sheep.

Lenski: “When, therefore, they had breakfasted, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon of John, dost thou love me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou dost know that I have affection for thee. Pasture my Lambs! He says to him again a second time, Simon of John, dost thou love me? He says to him, Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I have affection for thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep. He says to him the third time, Simon of John, hast thou affection for me? Peter was grieved because he said to him this third time, Hast thou affection for me? And he said to him, Lord, all things thou dost know; thou dost realize that I do have affection for thee. Jesus says to him, Pasture my dear little sheep.
C.
The child of God who:

1.
Because of a lack of new clothes, lets pride keep him away from the worship, what is wrong? It is phileo instead of agapas.

2.
That allows an offense from a brother keep him from serving the Lord, what is wrong? It is phileo instead of agapas.

3.
Etc., Etc.

CONCLUSION:

1. Let me ask you this one thing, do you really love the Lord?”

2. The beloved disciple, “We love him, because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)
Read all four of the gospel accounts of Jesus, and here you will learn of His life, death and sufferings, and His love for you. Surely no man cannot be biased and sincerely read these things without loving Jesus back again!
I Cor.16:22 “If any man loveth not the Lord, let him be anathema”
James 1:12 “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for when he hath been approved, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord promised to them that love him.”

Guy N. Woods: 15 So when they had broken their fast, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.—They broke their fast by eating; literally, they breakfasted. No word has been preserved, if there were any, during the meal. It is possible that all ate in silence, the minds of the disciples too full of wonder and joy to permit expression in such an awesome hour. At the end of the meal Jesus addressed Peter, calling him by his original Jewish name Simon, and identifying him as the son of John. “Lovest thou me more than these?” he asked the fisherman disciple. Much controversy has been engaged in through the centuries on what is meant by “these” in the text. More than these things, so some think, in an allusion to the fishing profession which the apostle formerly followed. Others be​lieve that the reference is to the other disciples, i.e., “Peter, do you love me more than these others love me?” This, in view of the context, appears to be the more likely meaning; on the night of the betrayal, when the Lord predicted that his disciples would forsake him in the trials through which he was soon to pass, Peter, with his usual impetuosity, spoke up and boldly asserted that though all others forsook him, he would never do so. Though the Saviour’s words might be true with reference to the other disciples, such would never be so in his case! Notwithstanding these vigorous affirmations of faithfulness and dedication, by early morning of the day following he had denied the Lord three times. The time had now come for the restoration of Peter and the probing was designed to impress the wavering disciple with the need for more caution and less boasting of his strength in the hour of trial. The question brought clearly before Peter his weakness, his fall and his present condition. He now knew not to dispute the Lord’s words and so he said, “Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.” It will be observed that he omits reference to the Lord’s words, “more than these,” being no longer disposed, in painful recollection of his recent fall, to claim more devotion than the others. There is also another significant matter involved in Peter’s reply. When Jestis said, “Lovest thou me. . . ?” he used for the word “love” the Greek verb agapaoo, a term indicating strong devotion of a high order; but, when Peter replied with the words, “Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee,” the disciple used the verb phileoo, a word denoting the humbler, warmer emotion growing out of kinship or close association. The former word clearly suggests a high order of reverence and respect; it can be exercised by the will of another, it is subject to command and a choice may be made whether it will be indulged in, or not. It is this type of love we are commanded to exercise for our enemies. The second word, however, results from a relationship that promotes warmth of affection and is not subject to command. To affirm that agapaoo is a stronger word than phileoo and that Peter chose the weaker one in his reply is to lose the significance of the variation. The difference between them is in their meaning—not in their relative strength. The words, “Feed my lambs,” means “recognize your obligation as a teacher and shepherd to care for my own.” (1 Pet. 5: 4.) That there was no hint in this of any effort to ascribe to Peter a position of supremacy over the others as is alleged by the church of Rome is clear from the fact that the apostle regarded himself as simply a “fellow-elder.” (1 Pet. 5: 1.)

16 He saith to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Tend my sheep.—It should be noted in the Lord’s interview with Peter that at no time in this restoration process does he allude to the apostle by the name Peter. The word “Peter” signifies a rock; a term not now properly applied to the wavering and vascillating disciple. Thus, Jesus reverted to his original name in this address to him. This must have cut Peter to his heart and to have made him all the more aware of the seriousness of his defection. In this, the second time Jesus probed the heart of Peter, he again used the word agapaoo for love; and, Peter, in his reply, again chose the warmer, more humble word phileoo, in saying, “Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.” He will claim no more than deep affection for the Saviour; gone is his boastful claim to a commitment superior to the others. Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep,” earlier, “my lambs,” thus, both classes, the old and the young, the mature and the immature

17 He saith unto him the third time Simon son of John, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me, and he said unto him Lord were thou knowest all things thou knowest that I love thee tense Jesus saith unto him Feed my sheep —This time, the Lord used the same word for love that Peter did, saying, in effect, “Do you really have the warm, close, personal and abiding affection for me that you claim? Have you forgotten that you stood afar off when I the was being reviled and even denied that you knew me?” Peter was cut to the heart, and grief overwhelmed him, as he recalled that awful this night and he now acknowledges that the Lord does indeed know all things and thus knows that he deeply loves his Saviour. The Lord’s foreknowledge which Peter denied when he controverted his prediction, “Verily I say unto thee, that thou to-day, even this night, before the cock crow twice, shalt deny me thrice” (Mark 14:30), he now conceded and he appeals to this same foreknowledge to establish his claim of deep devotion. Three times Peter denied the Lord; three times the Lord required him to reaffirm his love; the process, though extremely painful, was a healing one, and it brought the embattled disciple back to a commitment that was to remain with him the remnant of his days and to prompt him to become one of the most courageous and faithful disciples the Lord ever had.
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