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On Your Best Behavior

Introduction
1.
Christians are to be examples in conduct [1 Timothy 4:12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.] Note—the kjv has “conversation” which had a much broader meaning in 1611 than it does today.

Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe. (nas95)
2.
In some cases, the New Testament is very clear about how a Christian should behave. We should not lie, murder, or steal

Rev.21:8 “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”
Gal.5:21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Eph.4:28 Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.
3.
In many other instances, we do not have specific rules governing our conduct.  We know right from wrong by being able to apply Biblical principles of behavior to specific situations that arise in our lives.

a.
One preacher asked the high school class he taught on Wednesday nights to help him with topics to illustrate issues that have no specific scripture to forbid them.  They came up with “smoking marijuana” and “gambling.”

b.
With these examples, we do not have a specific “thou shalt not” in the Bible.  To answer the question, “Is it right or wrong for a Christian to smoke marijuana?” we must apply biblical principles.

1) Drunkenness is wrong – but what about social drinking?

c.
Our concern is to know what the will of the Lord is. Eph.5:17 (nkjv)  Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Our aim in this study is to ask some questions and the answers should help us better understand the Lord’s will about these right-or-wrong issues.

I. Is This Action Something Good For Me To Think About?

Phil.4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.
A.
We need to be as concerned about mind pollution as we are about environmental pollution.

B.
Filling our minds with garbage changes who we are-- Prov.23:7 (nkjv)

For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.
C.
You can see clear applications to this Biblical principle in the movies and t.v. programs we watch, the books and magazines we read, and the kind of conversations we have with other people.

D.
Christian behavior begins with thinking like a Christian should think!

II. Is This Behavior The Way I Would Want To Be Treated?

A. The “Golden Rule” as stated by Jesus in Matt.7:12 “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”
B.
This principle requires “positive acts of goodness” in our behavior towards others. It isn’t enough just to refrain from doing bad things to others.  We need to demonstrate Christian qualities such as kindness, friendliness, and compassion toward others, helping others – which leads to our next point...

III. Is This Behavior A Way Of Demonstrating True Love?

A.
Next in importance to loving God, we are commanded to  “ love your neighbor as yourself.’ Matthew 22:39
B.
The Greek word for love there is agapao.

1. This refers to selfless love where the needs and interests of others are put ahead of one’s own.

2. A form of this word is found in John 3:16 ~ God so loved ~ agape.

3. This is the love that Christ had for the church Eph.5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved <agapao> the church and gave Himself up for her,
4. All of our conduct toward other people should be evaluated by this “love standard.”

IV. Is This Behavior Done To The Glory Of God?

A.
1 Cor.10:31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

B.
This statement is made in the context of people eating with pagans and having questions about eating things that had been sacrificed to idols.

1.
Such a thing was not wrong in and of itself. Thus, Paul could advise the Corinthians to eat whatever was set before them without asking questions  1 Cor.10:27
2.
However, they were to be guided by the glory principle.

Whatever they ate or drank was to be done to the glory of God.

a. A diabetic cannot eat foods harmful to him and do it to the glory of God.

b. This principle must be considered when evaluating whether or not Christians can drink alcoholic beverages (social drinking).

3. Paul broadened the subject beyond food and drink when he added “or whatever you do” to his requirement that all be done to the glory of God.

V. Is This Behavior Causing Someone To Stumble Into Sin?

A.
There was nothing wrong with Christians in Corinth eating the meat that was sold in the marketplace after being used in pagan sacrifices.  However, Paul said he would refrain from the practice rather than cause his brother to fall into sin--1 Cor.8:13
Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.

B.
Christians must guard against a selfish insistence of protecting whatever rights they might have, regardless of the cost to others.

C.
Practicing the principles we’ve already studied (love, the Golden Rule) will cause us to forfeit some of our rights for the benefit of others. In addition to other reasons, this is a compelling argument against:

1.
Drinking alcohol—you might drink “in moderation” without getting drunk, but others following your example might not have the same degree of self-control.  If that happens, you have contributed to their sin.

2.
Gambling—you might wager $1 or so on the lottery without hurting your financial resources, but you could be setting an example that leads someone else into a powerful psychological addiction and financial ruin.

3.
Be careful that your behavior doesn’t become a “millstone” around someone else’s neck

Matt.18:6 “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”
The next verse continues the warning:

7“Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes!”
VI. Is This Behavior Causing Me To Feel Guilty?

A.
Feelings of guilt come because we have violated the dictates of our conscience.

B.
We should not violate our conscience. Even doubtful conduct causes the conscience to condemn us.-- Rom.14:23
But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.

C.
We should listen to our conscience if we are sure that our conscience has been taught correctly.

1.
Conscience is not an infallible guide-- Acts 23:1
And Paul, looking intently at the Council, said, “Brethren, I have lived my life with a perfectly good conscience before God up to this day.”

Remember, this includes the period in his life when Paul was a persecutor of Christ’s disciples.

2.
Going against our conscience causes it to become hardened and callused . . . useless to us in serving the purpose God intended.
Remember Paul’s warning about hypocrites  “having their own conscience seared with a hot iron” 1 Tim.4:2 (nkjv)

3.
Feelings of guilt about things that are not wrong should be reconciled to the Truth through study of the Word.  When questions remain, it is always better to follow the maxim “When in doubt, don’t.”

4.
However, whenever following the demands of a doubting conscience rather than instruction from the gospel, remember that we do not have the right to bind our doubts on others.

Conclusion—Are you on your best behavior?
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