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The Oracles of God

Text: Rom.3:1-4

Rom.1=Sin of Gentiles – Rom.2=Jews Guilty! So…..

1Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 2Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God. 3What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it? 4May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, “That You may be justified in Your words, And prevail when You are judged.”
Introduction
In Auditorium class we studied Matt.24 differently than what many if not all had heard before! We must be cautious to accept something different only when we are fully persuaded about the matter—only when we believe that is what it teaches.

If the Bible says it, that ought to settle it. Unless there is a real compelling reason to think we may have misunderstood something we thought it said, we should be very afraid of tampering with, changing, altering, or perverting the oracles of God, the Holy Bible. We can believe that men, preachers, elders, and others can be wrong, but we cannot believe that the Bible is wrong. In our text today we will notice some things about the revelation of God, and how we are to view the ultimate correctness of God’s word. Consider these facts:

I. God Entrusted His Words To The Jews v.2

A. Paul did not doubt the accuracy of their preservation. (the oracles)

1. The Jews may not have believed what was written, but they transferred and protected the words they were given with great care. 

a. If the Old Testament was generated from human wisdom alone, then they would have left out the bad stories about their kings and leaders. Human wisdom would compel them to make their leaders look good.

b. Many times the people wanted the prophets to prophesy "smooth things".

c. Some kings hated the prophets because "they never say anything good about me"—
1 Kings 22:7-8 7But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not yet a prophet of the Lord here that we may inquire of him?” 8The king (Ahab) of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the Lord, but I hate him, because he does not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” But Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say so.”
2. When it came to the scriptures Paul believed they were always right, but every man is a liar or unbeliever.

3. Man’s lies or unbelief would not nullify the truth of God’s word. God would still be true even after men or angels attempted to pervert it. Gal.1:6-10
6I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 7which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! 10For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
B. Jesus Did Not Doubt The Preservation of The Oracles That Were Entrusted To The Jews

1. Even the tense of a word was enough to build a case of truth upon. For example, when the Sadducees questioned the resurrection of the dead, it was the present tense "am" that made the case for life beyond the grave.
Matt.22:31-32 31“But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God: 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.”
2. Jesus entrusted Himself to "every word that proceeds from the mouth of God" Matt.4:1fff

3. As far as Jesus was concerned, the earth could more easily pass before God let one jot or tittle {the smallest letter or stroke nasb} of the law to fail. That says a lot about His respect for the trustworthy nature of God’s word even though it had been entrusted to the Jews to transcribe and preserve it.

4. John 5:45-46 “Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. 46For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me.
a. The Jews were wrong when they did not believe Moses. Their unbelief did not nullify the faith of God. Every man could be unbelievers or liars, but God and His word would always be true.

II. Men Nullify It In Their Own Hearts, But Not In Reality
v.3 If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?
A. The Jews Unbelief Did Not Make God Wrong.

1. Their hearts were wrong, and what they did with pertinent scriptures pertaining to the Messiah was wrong.

2. But, in reality (God’s reality), they nullified their own faith, but they did not nullify the truth and validity of God’s word.

3. They were even guilty of putting their own traditions ahead of God’s commands. In this way, they made the word of God "of none effect" (for themselves and whoever was influenced to follow blindly along), but the word of God would still stand to judge them. Matt.15:13-14

13But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”
B. Likewise, These Words Will Stand With God, No Matter What Men Want To Do With Them

1. Baptism does also now save us. (1 Pet.3:21) No matter how much sympathy we have for those who do not know or believe this, they are wrong and God is right.

2. We are buried with Him in baptism.

Col.2:11-12 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.
Rom.6:3-5 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,
3. Adulterers and homosexuals will not inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor.6:9)
4. Whoever divorces without cause of fornication (Matt.19:9) and marries another commits adultery. (Luke.16:17-18)
5. Whoever loves father, mother, wife, daughter, etc. more than the Lord cannot be His disciple. (Luke 14:26)
6. By works is a man justified and not by faith only. (James 2:19ff)

C. The Pharisees Did Not Believe That a Human Could Also Be God.

1. They did not believe the scriptures.

Isa.7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” (with us is God)

Isa.9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
But God was true and they were liars.

2. They made their thoughts and desires the measure of truth.

It does not work that way, no matter what any of us want to believe.

D. The Sadducees Did Not Believe In A Resurrection or in Angels.

1. They did not believe the scriptures. (Gen.16:7,9,10,11)

Psalm 8:5 Yet You have made him a little lower than God (or, the angels, kjv), And You crown him with glory and majesty!

Psalm 104:4 He makes the winds His messengers (Who maketh his angels spirits; kjv), Flaming fire His ministers.
But God was true and they were the liars.

2. They made the same mistake of thinking that their thoughts and desires were the measure of truth. It does not work that way, no matter what any of us want to believe.

E. Some Jewish Christians Wanted To Add Circumcision To The Gospel.

1. They did not believe in the sufficiency of the gospel. (Gal.1:6-10) But God was true and men and angels who perverted the gospel by changing it would be wrong and accursed.

2. Some Christians were warned about "twisting the scriptures" and warns that they would do that "to their own destruction" (2 Pet.3:16)
3. God must prevail on all issues of His words. His will must prevail over our own, even if it costs us our lives.

III. LET GOD BE TRUE

A. Not Even king David was right.

1. He tried to live in denial for a while.

2. He tried to make the application of God’s word something that fit others but not himself. Remember he got angry about the guy Nathan said took another's lamb.

3. But, finally David had to confess that he was wrong and God was right. Psalm 51:4

Against You, You only, I have sinned And done what is evil in Your sight, So that You are justified when You speak And blameless when You judge.
4. But, Paul is making the point in Romans 3:4, that God is right now,

May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, “That You may be justified in Your words, And prevail when You are judged.”
And it doesn’t matter:

a. How MANY other people believe differently (the Jews).

b. WHAT the consequences to people he loved (the Jews).

c. How long they remained in denial.

d. How educated their Rabbis had been.

e. How powerful the man (David) who ignores (even temporarily) the truth.

B. Not Even Jewish Sign-Seekers were right. 1 Cor.1:21-24

21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
C. Not Even The Smartest Greek Educators And Wisdom Seekers were right.
D. Not Even Paul Was Right If He Went Beyond What Was Written. (1 Cor.4:6)

Conclusion
Our attitude toward the Bible must be same as Jesus’ and Paul’s.

We must believe that the scriptures cannot be broken,

That the world could pass away more easily than one jot or tittle of God’s word,

That all men can be liars, but God will always be true.

It must stand as true even when all men may try to make it null, void, or out-of-date.

We must look in this mirror and honestly see that we are the ones who need to make changes.

God’s word does not need to be changed, nor will we prevail in trying to change it.

Our level of respect for God in His word must be such that every man in the world can be wrong before God will fail to stand behind His own words.

Do you believe all that the Bible teaches?

Or, do you try to make some of it void?

If you fail to obey the gospel, you are making void the word of God for yourself.

You will not escape if you continue the course you are on.
Let God always be true.

His oracles stand and will judge us in the last day.

=====================================================
- Terry W. Benton

terrybenton@msn.com                               http://communities.msn.com/BentonBible
Biblical Evidence Devotionals                           Join Yahoo group at:
TheyPromiseLiberty-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
understandingMMLJCorrectly-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
AllegedContradictions-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
BiblicalEvidenceDevotion-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BiblicalEvidenceDevotion
Get a copy of our defense of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John as writers of the New Testament at:
MML&J: Old Testament? or New Testament? Co-Authored by Dave Brown and Terry W. Benton
http://y42.briefcase.yahoo.com/bc/terrybentonus/lst?.dir=/My+Documents&.view=l
Or, Order hardcopies from Jeff Hamilton at Pistos Books and Supplies
http://www.pistos.com 
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