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Partakers of the Divine Nature
Text: 2 Peter 1:3-4 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
INTRODUCTION
Partakers 2844   koinonos,  koy-no-nos' from 2839; a sharer, i.e. associate:…; a fellow, partner; a sharer, partaker…
 is the word for fellowship

1. Common expression: that’s human nature! – according to nature – etc.

2. Some have a devilish nature.  Eph 2:3 … were by nature children of wrath, …

Eph 2:2 … the sons of disobedience.

John 8:44 "You are of your father the devil, …”
a. This is not in-born c.f. Rom.2:14 … Gentiles … do instinctively [by nature] the things of the Law, …
3. But there is a higher divine nature…(comment on text)

a. corruption, (v.4) Divine nature and corruption in the world are poles apart, direct opposites, as conflicting as fire/water, as exclusive of each other as life/death. This corruption is rottenness, its end is destruction and perdition.
2 Pet.2:12-19 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, 13suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, 14having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 15forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 17These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved. 18For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.

b. Design of promises (v.4) Escape!
c. Adequate provisions (v.3).

4. In creation, body came from earth (Gen.2:7. 3:19; 1 Cor.15:47). But the spirit is from God.
Zech.12:1 … the lord who … forms the spirit of man within him,
Eccl.12:7 … the spirit will return to God who gave it.

Heb. 12:9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?
5. Divine Nature in the sense of our spirit coming from God is universally possessed. But the divine nature of our text is conditional. (Explain)
I. WHAT CHRISTIANITY DOES

A. The great work is to make men like Christ – Christ-like.

B. Man is a corrupt being; he is out of place in the presence of angels.

1. Must have divine nature to enjoy divine society.

2. True in this life – sinners and saints.

E. Christianity changes the nature – fits for society of saints and joys of Heaven.

1. But still has human nature – can fall! 2 Pet.1:5-10
5Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; 6and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; 7and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 10Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;

2. Does not become God or angel – still a man.

II. THEORY AND PRACTICE

A. Is the theory practical – will it work?

B. A case: Love Enemies (Matt.5:44)  Contrary to human nature!

C. Not contrary to Divine!

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
Rom.5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, …
Luke 23:34 (Jesus said, while hanging on the cross) "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing."…

1. Stephen exemplified this! Acts 7:60 (When Stephen was being stoned to death, he said…) "Lord, do not hold this sin against them!"

III. SOME ITEMS OF DIVINE NATURE 2 Pet.1:5-7 read previously lists… moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love.

A. Holiness, Godliness (Purity of Character, sinlessness) Psalm 145:17

The lord is righteous in all His ways, And kind (holy kjv) in all His deeds.

1. He chastens us that we might partake! Heb.12:10 For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness.
2. Cannot see – enjoy the Lord otherwise. Heb.12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.
a. Imagine a reprobate in God’s presence! Corruption?
3. Other statements:
1 Pet.1:15-16 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, "you shall be holy, for i am holy."
2 Pet.3:11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
B. Knowledge. Prov.3:19-20 The lord by wisdom founded the earth; By understanding He established the heavens. By His knowledge the deeps were broken up, And the skies drip with dew.

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.
Proverb 12:1 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, But he who hates reproof is stupid.
Proverb 15:14 The mind of the intelligent seeks knowledge, But the mouth of fools feeds on folly.
Proverb 18:15 The mind of the prudent acquires knowledge, And the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

C. Self-control (longsuffering) and Patience (perseverance).
Psalm 86:15 But Thou, O Lord, art a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.

(continued on the next page)
Num.14:18 'The lord is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; …
Rom.2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?
1. Punishment deferred because of this.
1 Pet.3:20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.
2 Pet.3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
2. We must partake of this. Eph.4:2 (walk, v.1) with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love,
Gal.5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
D. Righteousness, Moral Excellence Psalm 111:3
Splendid and majestic is His work; And His righteousness endures forever.

Rightwiseness, faithfulness, truthfulness, right dealings with others

Righteousness is God’s unchanging love of right;

Holiness is His unchanging aversion to sin. (lenski)

1. Partake by putting on the new man Eph 4:24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
2. Must do righteousness
1 John 2:29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.
1 John 3:7 Little children, let no one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous;

3. Must exceed Pharisees Matt.5:20
"For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.”
4. All Bible promises are for the righteous. Matt.25:46
"And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
E. Brotherly Kindness, Mercy Luke 6:36 "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Eph.2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,
Psalm 103:17 But the lovingkindness of the lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, And His righteousness to children's children,

1. Jesus taught mercy by precept and example
Matt.5:7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”
Matt.18:33 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?'

Luke 10:30-37 Jesus replied and said, "A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho; and he fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went off leaving him half dead. 31And by chance a certain priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32And likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a certain Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, 34and came to him, and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35And on the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return, I will repay you.' 36Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?" 37And he said, "The one who showed mercy toward him." And Jesus said to him, "Go and do the same."

Matt.14:14 And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and felt compassion for them, and healed their sick.

2. Mercy not inconsistent with Justice (cf., Matt.25:31-46)

James 2:13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
F. Love and Forgiveness
Dan.9:9"To the Lord our God belong compassion and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him;”

1. Demonstrated by Jesus. John 3:16
2. We must love and forgive.
Eph.4:32 And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Matt.6:14-15 "For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.”
3. Human to err, but divine to forgive.

1 John 4:7-8 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
A prominent attribute of God!

a. Having this attribute (love), we practice the golden rule
Matt.7:12 "Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”
b. Love works no ill
Rom.13:10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law.

1 Cor.13:5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,
CONCLUSION
1. Consequence of corrupt nature is terrible.

2. Divine nature brings untold blessings.
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