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Introduction
· We are confronted with problems on every side and need an answer to them.

· I have found the answer and recommend Him to you.

· We do not have time to deal with every problem that might present itself, but we can deal with some principles.

I. The Problem Of Guidance
A. Man needs a guide. Leader. Someone to follow. Illustrate: Army
1.
Archeologists digging up old cities. Thought the oldest was one with evidence of most primitive type religion [multiple gods]. Later learned just the opposite was true. Man left to himself will drift from God.

2. The history of the Jews is another example. Church history.

3. Inspiration says so! Jeremiah 10:23 I know, o lord, that a man's way is not in himself; Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps.

B. Jesus tells us He is the Way. John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.”
1.
Christ is the Head of the church [Eph.1:22-23], and as such He directs/guides the movement of His body.

2. Christ has all authority. Mat 28:18 "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”

a.
Not Councils, Synods, Institutions, Headquarters of Church on Earth, etc.

II. We Are Faced With The Problem Of Human Relationship Both Individual And National
A. Trouble comes because of selfishness, covetousness, and a failure to respect the rights of others.

1.
We think of self and disregard the wants or needs of others.

2.
We covet what our friends have.

3.
Example: The failure to yield right of way results in wrecks.

B. A life lived as Jesus directs is free from these basic causes of friction.

Matt.5: 38"You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.' 39But I say to you, do not resist him who is evil; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if anyone wants to sue you, and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. 41And whoever shall force you to go one mile, go with him two. 42Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you. 43You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR, and hate your enemy.' 44But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you 45in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers do the same? 47And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

Matt.7:12 "Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”
Rom.12: 16Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 17Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20"But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head." 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

a.
Follow these rules and you will be better off.

b.
If you are having trouble, someone is not following this teaching!
III. Christ Is The Answer To Difficult Relationships
 Between Husband And Wife, Parents And Children
Eph.5: 22Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 26that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 28So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30because we are members of His body. 31For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. 32This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband.

Eph.6: 1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), 3That it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth. 4And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Can’t we see the beauty existing in the way of the Lord?

Love is indeed the fulfillment of the Law.

IV. The Answer To The Problems Of Labor And Capital
A. About 5 Million man hours of labor are lost each year.

1.
Laborers are expected to work. Eph.6:5-8
5Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.

We are not to be goof-offs!
B. Likewise, capital is expected to pay. Eph.6:9 And, masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.
1 Tim 5:18 For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages."
1.
Each should be honest and truthful and respect the rights of the other. The Golden Rule provides for such.

V. The Problem Of Economics
A. Waste brings want. Jesus taught thrift. John 6:5-13
5Jesus therefore lifting up His eyes, and seeing that a great multitude was coming to Him, said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, that these may eat?" 6And this He was saying to test him; for He Himself knew what He was intending to do. 7Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for everyone to receive a little." 8One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to Him, 9"There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are these for so many people?" 10Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 11Jesus therefore took the loaves; and having given thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted. 12And when they were filled, He said to His disciples, "Gather up the leftover fragments that nothing may be lost." 13And so they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves, which were left over by those who had eaten.

B. Excessive profits and usury [the act or practice of lending money at a rate of interest that is excessive or unlawfully high] destroys trade.

1.
If you get all my money than I can no longer buy from you.

2.
Principle of labor and capitol apply here also.
VI. The Problem Of Sin
A. Universality of sin. Rom.3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
B. The answer here is Christ – He came to save folks from their sins.

Matt.1:21 [Angel to Joseph] "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."
Matt.26:28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
Rom.5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
C. Salvation from sin is conditional.

John 8:24 "I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you shall die in your sins."

Luke 13:3 "I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
Matt.10:32 "Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.”
Mark 16:16 "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.”
VII. Problems In The Church of Christ

A. Troubles in church at Corinth: Adultery, factions, going to law, eating meat offered to idols, etc.

2 Tim 3:1-5 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.
2 Tim 3:14-16 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them; and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;
1 Pet 2:1-2 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

If Christians would study and grow, there would be less problems.

B. For the problem of those who refuse to study and grow and who continue in sin:
2 Thess.3:6 NASB Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.

VIII. The Problem Of Living Again
A. Man does not want to be annihilated. He dreams of a life after this one. Different ones have different dreams. Indian has happy hunting ground in the sky; Cowboy has Roundup in sky; Masons have their grand lodge.

B. Christ is the answer to man’s dream of life beyond the grave.

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies,”
John 14:2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.”
1 Cor 15:21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.

1 Thess.4:16-18 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Revelation Chapters 21 and 22

Blessings: Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

Physical Blessings: Matt.6:25-34; Joy: Acts 2:28 'Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; Thou wilt make me full of gladness with Thy presence.'
Matt.13:44-45; Acts 8:8, 39
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