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“How Does God Work In Our Lives Today?”
Introduction
A. This is an important question for which the world offers erroneous and contradictory answers from deism to "modern miracles."
Deism is defined in Webster's Encyclopedic Dictionary, 1941, as: "[From Latin Deus, God. Deity] The doctrine or creed of a Deist." And Deist is defined in the same dictionary as: "One who believes in the existence of a God or supreme being but denies revealed religion, basing his belief on the light of nature and reason."

Heb.2: 3how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.
1Cor.13: 8Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part; 10but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.

B. The Bible teaches that God works in our lives today through His word
Acts 20:32“And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
And through His "prov​idence" ("the divine care, guidance and sustaining power of God over the universe and the affairs of men").
Body
A. "Providence" is the activity of God accomplished through law as opposed to the miraculous by which the Lord operates independent of law.
1. Miracles are obvious and observable signs but providence is not identified specifically, except through revelation (Est.4:14)
“For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?”

2. A contrast between miracle and providence in Mary (?)
Isa.7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.”
Matt.1:18-25; Luke 1:30-37
and in Hannah (?) (1Sam.1:19-20) 19Then they arose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord, and returned again to their house in Ramah. And Elkanah had relations with Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her. 20It came about in due time, after Hannah had conceived, that she gave birth to a son; and she named him Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked him of the Lord.”
B. In the Bible, divine providence is seen in:
1. Nature:

a. The Godhead not only created the universe
(Gen.1:1f) John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.
but continues to regulate and sustains it Heb.1:3 And He … upholds all things by the word of His power. …  Col.1:17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
b. God providentially maintains the seasons, Gen.8:22 “While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and winter, And day and night Shall not cease.”
blesses the earth with His bounty, Acts 14:17 and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.”

cares for the creatures, etc. Matt.6:26 “Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?
2. Nations:
a. God has been working out His plan to save man in His rule in the nations and control over their destinies
Psalm 22:28 For the kingdom is the Lord’s And He rules over the nations.
Dan.2:21 “It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men And knowledge to men of understanding.”
Dan.4:17 “This sentence is by the decree of the angelic watchers And the decision is a command of the holy ones, In order that the living may know That the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, And bestows it on whom He wishes And sets over it the lowliest of men.”

b. The Hebrew nation was pivotal in this divine plan for salvation,
Gen.22:18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”

The example of Joseph, Gen.39:2 The Lord was with Joseph, so he became a successful man. And he was in the house of his master, the Egyptian.

45:5-9 “Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. 8Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay.”
c. Paul alludes to God’s providence in speaking of His bringing Christ into the world when everything was ready (Gal.4:4).
3. Special providence:
a. For those who "hunger and thirst for righteousness" (Matt.5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.).
The example of Onesimus (Philemon 15-16 For perhaps he was for this reason separated from you for a while, that you would have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother, especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.).
b. For those who are His people - the example of Paul

Rom.16:23 Gaius, host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer greets you, and Quartus, the brother.
Rom.1: 9For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you, 10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you.
Rom.15: 30Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, 31 that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints; 32 so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your company.
Acts 21:28 crying out, “Men of Israel, come to our aid! This is the man who preaches to all men everywhere against our people and the Law and this place; and besides he has even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.”
Acts 23:11 But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood at his side and said, “Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also.”
Acts 23: 31So the soldiers, in accordance with their orders, took Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris. 32But the next day, leaving the horsemen to go on with him, they returned to the barracks. 33When these had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, they also presented Paul to him. 34When he had read it, he asked from what province he was, and when he learned that he was from Cilicia, 35he said, “I will give you a hearing after your accusers arrive also,” giving orders for him to be kept in Herod’s Praetorium.
Acts 24:27 But after two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, and wishing to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul imprisoned.

Acts 25:11 “If, then, I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything worthy of death, I do not refuse to die; but if none of those things is true of which these men accuse me, no one can hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar.”

Acts 27:30 But as the sailors were trying to escape from the ship and had let down the ship’s boat into the sea, on the pretense of intending to lay out anchors from the bow,

Acts 27:24 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.’

Acts 28:16 When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who was guarding him.

Phil.1:12 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel,
Acts 26:22 “So, having obtained help from God, I stand to this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place;

C. God's providence is seen in what God...
1. Permits
James 4:15 Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.”

1Cor.16:7 For I do not wish to see you now just in passing; for I hope to remain with you for some time, if the Lord permits.

Acts 14:16 “In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways;

Heb.6:3 And this we will do, if God permits.

2. Performs
Matt.5:45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
Acts 17:25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;

3. Prohibits, 1Cor.10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

4. Provides in response to our petitions
1John 5:14-15 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.

James 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.
Conclusion
A. We can know for certain that God is in control and works in our lives even though we may not specifically know when or how.
B. We can know for certain that God has made provision for our salvation
Heb.5:9 And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,
Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
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