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AN INDIVIDUAL RELIGION
RAYMOND C. KELCY
Phil.2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
INTRODUCTION
A. Christianity is universal in its nature.
1. It is for all men of all nations. And yet it is an individual religion.
2. Our text is an epitome of the Christian religion as is also Peter’s exhortation in the first gospel sermon, “Save yourselves.” (Acts 2:40)
B. One of the main reasons that Communism is so interested in destroying Christianity is that Communism is interested in destroying individualism.
1. Lenin well knew that he could not conquer the world for Communism until he had destroyed individualism, and he knew that he could not destroy individualism until he had destroyed the teachings of Jesus.
I. CHRIST AND INDIVIDUALISM
A. His teachings are addressed to the individual.
1. He often preached to one single person (Nicodemus).
2. His illustrations emphasize the one (A sower).
3. The good shepherd seeks the one.
4. Angels rejoice over one sinner who repents.
a. One soul is worth more than the entire universe.
B. Christ did not expect groups, states, and nations to follow Him.
1. He knew they would cause His followers a lot of trouble.
2. He did not anticipate that all of one’s family, friends, or neighbors would follow Him.
3. It has been said that Christianity has not been tried or put to the test.
a. When this statement is made, the person is probably thinking on a national scale
(1) Christianity has been tried by many individuals and it has been found successful.
C. Peter and Christ’s reply.
John 21: 21When Peter saw (John), he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!”
D. Parable of talents, responsibility of each one emphasized. Matt.25

14“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. I8But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.1 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
E. Paul. Gal.6:5 For each will have to bear his own load.
1. This certainly does not mean that we are not to have any interest and concern for the salvation of others, but it does mean that we must be responsible for our own salvation and no other person can be saved for us.

II. BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

A. The steps in conversion are of such nature that no other one can take them for you.
1. Believing, repenting, confessing, and being baptized are acts of the individual.
2. Many Christians would gladly confess Christ and be baptized for you, but that is impossible.
B. The establishing of the New Testament doctrine of individual responsibility refutes several erroneous practices.
1. How could the doctrine of Purgatory be recon​ciled with the idea of personal responsibility?
a. How could the prayers and efforts of human beings on earth benefit the soul of a departed loved one?
2. How could “infant baptism” be harmonized with the fact of individual responsibility?
a. Gospel obedience is not something that our parents can have done for us before we “know our right hand from our left.”
3. Baptism for the dead is ruled out by the fact of individual accountability.
a. We are not to be judged according to what some other person did for us after we are dead; it is the individual that is commanded to be baptized and it must be of his own volition.
III. CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: A PERSONAL DUTY
A. Others cannot attend services for us.
1. Some seem to have a satisfied conscience if one member of the family is at services each Lord’s day.
B. The acts of worship are of such nature that each one must take part.
1. Each one should listen attentively to the prayer and make the words his own.
2. Others cannot obey the command to sing for us. Every one is to lay by in store.
3. Each one is to partake of the Lord’s Supper.

IV. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS AN INDIVIDUAL MATTER
A. The development of a Christ-like character should be a great concern of each child of God.
1. This is not done by nations but by a person.
2. Many are troubled by hypocrites in the church, and we should be concerned about the salvation of others, but getting rid of the beam in our own eye should be a primary concern.
B. Serving others is a vital part of Christianity. James 1:27
1. Each individual is to serve others and he cannot hire someone else to do this serving for him.
C. “Soul-winning” is a personal duty.
1. Of the early Christians it was said,

“Each one won one.”
a. To fail to try to win souls is sinful, but if we try and fail we have delivered our souls, even though we did not succeed in our efforts.
Ezek. 33: 7”So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. When​ever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”
D. Even when it comes to the question of appointing elders and deacons, there is a personal responsibility.
1. Occasionally after elders have been appointed some person will be heard to say, “I knew all along he was not qualified.”
a. If he knew the man was not qualified and failed to speak up, then he cannot be guiltless. He might think his objection would not have had any weight, but he could at least have delivered his soul.
V. JUDGMENT WILL BE PERSONAL Rom. 14:12 ESV So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
CONCLUSION
A realization of this great truth of individualism would cause people to cease hiding behind others.
It would put an end to habitual fault-finding and criticism of others.
It would cause each soul to intensify their efforts to “work out” their salvation.
In the scrapbook of Jonathan Edwards was found this twofold resolution: “Resolved, first, that every man should do right. Whatever it costs. Resolved, secondly, whether any other man does right or not, I will, so help me God.”
INVITATION
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