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REPENTANCE FROM PAST SINS

Text: Acts 17:30-31 "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead."
INTRODUCTION
A. One of the most difficult commands to obey is the Lord’s command to repent.

B. It is hard to get people to repent because this involves giving up their sins.

It is easy to lead a man to the river of sorrow, but difficult to get him to drink of the waters of repentance.

C. The Bible is filled with passages showing the importance of repentance. (cf. Text)
Luke 24:47 … repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, …
2 Pet.3:9-11 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 11Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,

Acts 2:38 Repentance is essential to the remission of sins.
D. In view of the importance of the subject, and in view of the need for this lesson in the world today, and in view of eternity – let us consider:
I. SOME WRONG CONCEPTS OF REPENTANCE

A. That repentance is godly sorrow.

1. Godly sorrow works repentance. (2 Cor.7:10)

For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death.

2. Notice that this is godly sorrow, sorrow that recognizes that the sin was against God and leads to God. (Psalm 51:4)
Against Thee, Thee only, I have sinned, And done what is evil in Thy sight, …

3. Godly sorrow is the cause – repentance is the effect.
B. That repentance is prayer.

1. One can pray while he still has sin in his heart. (Psalm 66:18)

If I regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear;

2. The Pharisees prayed long and loud, but they needed to repent.
Matt.6:5-8 "And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will repay you. 7And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8Therefore do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.”

Luke 13:3,5 "… unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
C. That repentance is conviction.

1. The Jews present on Pentecost were convicted and then told to repent. (Acts 2:36-38)

2. One could be convicted of a wrong and still not be sorry he committed it.

D. That repentance is reformation.

1. Repentance leads to a reformation (Prodigal son, Luke 15:11-32)

2. However, not all reformation stems from repentance.

May be caused by Worldly Sorrow.

a. One may reform because of health.

b. Fear of losing a job.

c. Fear of losing friends.

1) Yet never be at all sorry for the way he has lived.

E. Substitutes for Repentance:

1. Regret
2. Time
3. Words (King Saul)
4. Deeds
5. Alibi and …
6. Confession (public substitution for private corrections)

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
II. WHAT IS REPENTANCE?

A. It is motivated or prompted by godly sorrow. (2 Cor.7:10)

For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death.
B. It is a mental act in which the sinner determines to quit sin. Luke 15:11-32 (Prodigal Son)
11And He said, "A certain man had two sons; 12and the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.' And he divided his wealth between them. 13And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living. 14Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be in need. 15And he went and attached himself to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16And he was longing to fill his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him. 17But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men."' 20And he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him, and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24for this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.' And they began to be merry. 25Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these things might be. 27And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.' 28But he became angry, and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began entreating him. 29But he answered and said to his father, 'Look! For so many years I have been serving you, and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a kid, that I might be merry with my friends; 30but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with harlots, you killed the fattened calf for him.' 31And he said to him, 'My child, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to be merry and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.'"

Matt.21:28-31 "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go work today in the vineyard.' 29And he answered and said, 'I will, sir'; and he did not go. 30And he came to the second and said the same thing. But he answered and said, 'I will not'; yet he afterward regretted it and went. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?" They *said, "The latter." Jesus *said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax-gatherers and harlots will get into the kingdom of God before you.”
C. It involves a restitution where such is possible and reconciliation of brother to brother.
Matt.5:23-24 "If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.”
Matt.18:15-17 "And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. 17 "And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.”
Matt.18:21-22 (Luke 17:3-4) Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”
D. It involves a reformation of life; there must be fruits of repentance.
Matt.3:8 "Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance;”
Rev.2:4-5 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you, and will remove your lampstand out of its place--unless you repent.’
note: A death-bed “repentance” is questionable! Many think they can go through life serving Satan, serving themselves, then “repent” at the last moment – just before death – and that God will accept them!

Someone by the name of Lorenzo Dow has said, “Death-bed repentance is burning the candle of life in the service of the Devil, then blowing the snuff in the face of Heaven.”

CONCLUSION
A. The crying need of our age is for recognition of sin in one’s life and repentance from sin.

B. Men, whose sins have separated them from God, cannot be saved without genuine repentance.
Isa.59:1-2 Behold, the lord's hand is not so short That it cannot save; Neither is His ear so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.
(Acts 2:38) Acts 3:19 "Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;”
2 Pet.3:9-11 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 11Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
C. There is more joy in Heaven over one sinner that repents than over 99 just persons who need no repentance (Luke 15:7)

D. Repentance fully defined: A Change of Will, Caused by Godly Sorrow and Leading to a Reformation of Life
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