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A Christian's Responsibility To
{in} The Local Congregation
I. DEFINITION OF TERMS

A. "A" = one; any; some; each (in lesson, placing responsibility upon each Christian)
B. "Christian" = a follower, learner, disciple of Christ; a baptized, confessing penitent believer (plan of salvation; add to church, Acts 2:47).

C. "Responsibility" = ability to meet an obligation; that for which one is accountable.

D. "To" = noting motion toward; in accordance with; forward; in a direction understood; in respect of; in obligation toward; in comparison with; close in; against;…

E. "{in}" = adj., inward; internal; … prep., among; amidst; into; enclosed; enveloped by; within the influence of; in reference to; in conformity with; denoting relation to a whole containing the part spoken of; …

F. "The" = pertaining to a particular, object, person, or class:…

G. "Local" = pertaining to place, restricted to a particular place; …

H. "Congregation"

1. Not the building, a social club, "just" an organization.

2. It will help to look at the original term: ekklesia () [Thayer p.195-196) prop. A gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place; an assembly; so used
1. Among the Greeks … an assembly of the people convened at the public place of council for the purpose of deliberating: Acts xix. 39. …
4. In the Christian sense,
a. an assembly of Christians gathered for worship …
b. a company of Christians, … [end Thayer]
a. The term ekklesia is used in three ways (at least):

1) An assembly

a) Secular (Acts 19:32-39, 41).

b) Religious (1 Cor.14:28, 34).
2) All the saved (universal church) Matt.16:18; Eph.1:21-23.
3) A number of persons in a given area of like faith and order (Rom.16:16; Rev.1:4, 11).
Our lesson concerns each Christian's responsibility to the church of or in which he or she is a member.

II. 2 DIVINELY AUTHORIZED FUNCTIONING UNITS OF SPIRITUAL BODY OF CHRIST

A. The individual member, the Christian, and the local congregation.

Christ rules as Head over both. His is the only voice to hear (revealed in Written Word).

B. Some things the Christian does or relationships sustained that are not peculiar to his being a Christian:

1. Husbands and Wives.

2. Parents and Children.

3. Masters and Servants (Employer/Employee)

4. Government and Citizen.

5. Recreation.

6. Social.

As a Christian I must function in each capacity w/o violation of the n.t.
C. The home is not the church; the church is not the home.

1. Established different times for different purposes.

2. Duties of one not the duties of the other.

3. The obligations and responsibilities just described are separate from the church and church activities.

4. I am a Christian in the Kingdom of God. This obligates me to fulfill faithfully my duties in these various relationships -- but these are not church activities.

a. Church duties and church actions have to do with the function of the local church.

D. How does the church function?

1. The local church is a collectivity of individual Christians.

2. It functions through:

a. Pooling of resources of individual Christians (first day of the week collection) --or--

b. Representatives of the local congregation (messenger; deacon; preacher; etc.).

A) Passages of Scripture addressed to the church are also addressed to individual Christians.

B) Passages addressed to individual Christians are not necessarily addressed to the church (local congregation involving work of collectivity). (cf., "B").
III. A CHRISTIAN'S RESPONSIBILITY TO [in] THE LOCAL CONGREGATION

A. Promote Unity -- Be Free from Divisiveness. Eph.4:1-3
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. How?
1. Respect the Bible as God's Word to rule our lives individually and congregationally.

John 17:20-21 “I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me."

1 Cor.1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.

2 Tim.3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
2. Respecting the conscience of others (Rom.14 and 1 Cor.8).

3. By avoiding:

a. Jealousy (Gal.5:19-21).

b. Gossip (James 3:2-12).

c. Foolish Questions (Titus 3:9).

d. Parties, divisions (Gal.5:19-21; James 2:1-9).
Do not let petty differences, prejudices or envy interfere with and destroy efforts made by yourself or others.

B. Work in union and love with: Elders, Deacons, Evangelist, Other Members.

Heb.13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.
v.17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

2 Tim.2:14 Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless, and leads to the ruin of the hearers.

2 Tim.4:1-5 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; 4and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. 5But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

1 Pet.5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.

C. Worship. (Heb.10:25; Acts 2:42) All Assemblies!
1. {Expound on Acts 10:33 "we are all here -- present before God -- to hear all -- commanded by the Lord.")

2. When? First day of the week (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor.16:1-2) and other times

Acts 2:46 And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart,
5:42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
3. On Sunday -- Give (1 Cor.16:1-2; 2 Cor.9).  Take Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7).
4. At every other assembly, including Sunday…
Sing (Eph.5:19; Cold.3:16).
Pray Together Acts 12:5 So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God. 
Teaching of God's Word (Study Together; Learn Together, Acts 20:7; 2:42; 1 Cor.14:26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.)

5. Why Worship? To give Honor to God. To get Spiritual Strength. To Strengthen others. In all assemblies.

D. Work. Support the work of the church. Evangelism. Edification. Benevolence.

1. Stand behind the preacher of Truth, stand with Godly elders. Stand firmly upon the revealed Word of God. Labor for the building up of the local congregation. This may be done by personal effort and by your contribution.
2. Support other phases of work necessarily associated with the local congregation.

a. Work Parties
b. Visitation Programs
c. Attend Business Meetings

d. Attend Gospel Meetings at the local congregation and other congregations
e. Use your own initiative
f. Speak to friends and neighbors and work acquaintances about the Gospel
g. Invite them to services
h. Arrange home bible studies with them. (etc.)

E. Keep free from sin, help maintain the purity of the church.

1. Christ died to make the church pure. Eph.5:25-27

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

2. We must maintain that purity! In speech Eph.5:4; 4:29); in thought (Phil.4:8); in deed (Eph.4:24-32).
3. We must exercise discipline against disorderly [ungodly] brethren.

a. Uplift the fallen, support the weak (Gal.6:1-2; 1 Thess.5:14).
b. Right attitude important (Philippians 2).
c. Withdraw from impenitent (1 Cor.5:1-5; 2 Thess.3:1-15).
F. Let the Kingdom of God have Top Priority in my life! (Matt.6:33).
In church activities; individual activities; morality; business relationships; etc.

Much to do! A full time job, but a great privilege!
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