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THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL

1 Timothy 6:10

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. (kjv)

INTRODUCTION
1. In giving a very serious warning to Timothy, the apostle Paul said, “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” (nas95)

2. Paul is not saying that money is the root of all evil but that "the Love of money is a root of all sorts of evil."
3. Neither is Paul saying that all sin can be traced directly to the love of money, but the thought is that the love of money is a source of all kinds of evil or is a root from which every kind of evil springs.

4. In other words, all sorts of evil may arise from the love of money.

5. Since all kinds of evil may spring from the love of money, it is certainly important that we make a serious study of this subject.

6. Let us now consider some things that "the love of money" can, and in many instances, will do.

1. IT MAY BLIND THE WISE AND PERVERT THE WORDS OF THE RIGHTEOUS.

Under the law of Moses, the Israelites were commanded, "You shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause of the just.” (Exodus 23:8)
Solomon said, “He who profits illicitly troubles his own house, But he who hates bribes will live.” (Prov.15:27)

We should be extremely careful today lest we allow a gift to blind us and pervert our words! Lawmakers in KY – not supposed to take gifts. I’m not sure if that includes meals but I’m thinking they are somewhat like the Pharisees of the Bible, they know how to get around the laws they make! At any rate, hidden cameras showed gifts being received (Louisville tv station, week of Feb. 9, 2003).

2. IT MAY CAUSE ONE TO TEACH ERROR

Micah 3:11 tells us that (about 700 b.c.) Her leaders pronounce judgment for a bribe, Her priests instruct for a price And her prophets divine for money. Yet they lean on the lord saying, "Is not the lord in our midst? Calamity will not come upon us."

These teachers would teach for money. But, preacher, don’t you preach for money?

Obviously they were not concerned about teaching only the truth, but were willing to teach whatever the people wanted to hear in order to gain money.

In Titus 1:10-11 we read. For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain.
We ought not be surprised today when we hear people teaching error in order to gain money.

No doubt, many preach what they do "for filthy lucre's sake." Let us examine ourselves.

3. IT MAY CAUSE ONE TO BETRAY THE LORD

Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15and said, "What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?" And they weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him. 16From then on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray Jesus. (Matt.26:14-16).
We should not bargain with Satan and betray the Lord's cause for any amount of money. Wealth enough to buy sinful pleasures?
4. IT MAY CAUSE ONE TO TRUST IN UNCERTAIN RICHES Paul said,

17Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 18Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. (1 Tim.6:17-19).

Our trust should be in God. However, because of the love of money, many will trust in material riches that will soon perish, instead of the living God!

5. IT MAY CAUSE ONE TO LIE

In Acts 5:1-11 we learn that Ananias and Sapphira lied to God about how much they gave. It seems they did not give as much as they wanted others to think they were giving. The love of money may cause people today to lie about how much they give into the Lord's work or to lie about something else.

6. IT MAY CAUSE ONE TO BE POOR TOWARD GOD

We learn from Luke 12:16-21 that the rich man was a fool and was not rich toward God because he left God out of his plans.

It seems that he was overly concerned with material things. God said unto him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'

Then Jesus drew this conclusion: "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." (Luke 12:20-21).

7. IT MAY CAUSE ONE TO FALL

The wise man Solomon said, He who trusts in his riches will fall, But the righteous will flourish like the green leaf. (Prov.11:28)

When one trusts in material possessions, his ultimate doom is certain.

In the day of his fall, he will see the vanity of his riches.
8. IT MAY CHOKE THE WORD SO THAT IT BECOMES UNFRUITFUL

In explaining the Parable of the Sower our Lord Jesus Christ said, "The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity.” (Luke 8:14).

Often times, the Word of God, which is the seed of the kingdom, does not have free course to bring fruit to perfection because it is choked by the love of money or cares or pleasures of this life.

9. IT MAY KEEP A PERSON FROM BEING PERFECT

In Matt. 19:16-22 we learn that a rich young ruler said he had kept the commandments; yet he lacked one thing being perfect. He was told to go and sell what he had and give it to the poor and then come and follow Jesus.

v.22 But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned much property.

A person may do all that God's Word teaches except— he may allow the love of money, hindering him from being what God wants him to be— and be lost.

10. IT MAY KEEP A PERSON OUT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Mark 10:23-25 And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, "How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!" 24The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."
Since a camel cannot go through the eye of a needle, a rich man, that is, one who trusts in his riches, can not enter into the kingdom of God!
CONCLUSION

Material riches are uncertain, corruptible and transient.

They may cause one to swell with pride but Solomon tells us that

Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, But righteousness delivers from death. (Prov.11:4).

May each of us fully realize the futility of material possessions when used wrongfully!
----------Carrol R. Sutton in The Instructor, Vol. 5, No. 2, February, 1968
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