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A Defense Against Inherent Depravity or Original Sin

I. That infants are sinless at birth

Matthew 18:3-6 "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me; but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea.
Luke 18:15-16 And they were bringing even their babies to Him so that He might touch them, but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them. But Jesus called for them, saying, "Permit the children to come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

1. Adults should be converted and become like children.

John 3:5 "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

2. Offend...Cause to stumble, implying that one may sully the child's innocence

Malachi 2:13-16 "And this is another thing you do: you cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with weeping and with groaning, because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14Yet you say, 'For what reason?' Because the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 15But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then, to your spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth. 16For I hate divorce," says the Lord, the God of Israel, "and him who covers his garment with wrong," says the Lord of hosts. "So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously."

(v.15) …is admitted by both translators and interpreters to be difficult. The alternate reading of the American Standard Version seems to give the clearer sense, “not one has done so who had a residue of the spirit.”

Not one with a remnant of the spirit of respect for the law of God and of feeling for his mate would do as you have done. “Or what? Is there one that seeketh a godly seed?” Anyone desiring to have a godly or holy posterity, which Jehovah desires, would not have put away his Hebrew wife and married a heathen woman.

This practice would exclude one and his posterity from the covenant family of God. “Therefore take heed to your spirit”: beware, lest you completely lose sight of that spirit of righteousness toward God and decency toward one’s wife. Let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth. Age does not change the relationship of youth’s love and pledge. Homer Hailey, commentary on the Minor Prophets.

3. Union of 2 believers to produce a "godly seed"
Eccl.7:29   ... God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.
John 9:1-3 And as he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man, or his parents, that he should be born blind? Jesus answered, Neither did this man sin, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.

"Who did sin?"
Ezek.18:20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die: the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. 

But read the whole chapter.

4. Isn't it unjust to impute one person's crimes to another and make that person accept the consequences of the other person's crimes?

5. Doesn't this deny the perfect justice of God?
A. David's sin resulted in his son's death, but did not affect his eternal destiny.

2 Sam.12:23 But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.
1. By the way, what happens if a baby doesn't get baptized?

a. If he was protected by God's grace in this special case, why not before?

2. What about the mentally challenged and mentally incapacitated?

a. If they are safe, why not infants?

B. If man sins because he inherited the nature of Satan from his parents, 

1. From whom did Adam inherit his tendency to sin? Lk.3:38 ...the son of Adam, the son of God.
a. If Adam was made pure and exercised Free Moral Agency and sinned, why could it not be that we do the same?

b. Also, if Adam was made pure and acquired his sinful nature, how can we inherit it since acquired traits cannot be inherited?

2. And, since Jesus was born of an earthly mother and therefore ½ human, would that make Him ½ depraved?
C. A syllogism:

1.  If your parents are sinners and therefore produce a depraved child

2.  And Christ's blood takes away their sin (Rev. 1:5),

3.  Then parents whose sins have been taken away and have been made righteous by the blood of Christ will produce a righteous child.

Mal.2:14-16 [page one]

1 John 3:6-7 No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. Little children, let no one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous;

II. Sin and sinners

Isa.59:1-2 Your sin (not someone else's) separates between you and God

Behold, Jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities 
have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not hear.
1 John 3:4 …sin is lawlessness.

Sin is transgression of Law. Babies haven't transgressed Law.

A. All mankind sins

Rom 3:10 as it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one;

23 for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God;

B. Men sin because they are deceived by sin (Heb.3:13) Because of this, man is born (sinless) into a sinful world

2 Pet. 1:4 whereby he hath granted unto us his precious and exceeding great promises; that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in that world by lust.)

C. But, sinful corruption in sinners is always self induced Jude vs.10
But these rail at whatsoever things they know not: and what they understand naturally, like the creatures without reason, in these things are they destroyed.
{But these rail ...} Fools rush in where the archangel did not dare to go, human stupidity in such conduct reaching some kind of a summit.

{And what they understand naturally ..} Far from having any superior wisdom, these licentious Gnostics were totally blind to all of the highest knowledge; and the things which they could not help knowing, such as their passions, they used only for the purpose of sinning.

{They are destroyed ...} This may be understood both in the present and the prophetic tenses.  People engrossed in sensuality are already destroyed; and that present destruction is likewise the prophecy of eternal ruin as well. (Coffman)

D. James 1:12-17 ~ The progression of sin 
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.

E. The wages of sin (Rom. 6:23)

F. Was Paul the "chief of sinners" because he inherited more of Adam's sin than others?

1 Tim..1:15 …sinners; of whom I am chief:

III. Salvation

A. Sinning (and salvation) are matters of choice.


1. Jesus' commands (Mark 16:15-16)   


2. Peter's commands (Acts 2:38)   


3. Infants cannot make choices like these.  


4. But they don't need to because they are pure and it is those who have free moral agency who must become as infants are--born again! sinless! (John 3:5-8)

Inherent Depravity: The Proof Texts

I. Principle of Inherent Depravity

The Doctrine

1. "We believe that man was created in holiness, under the law of his Maker; but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy state; in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not by constraint but choice; being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively inclined to evil; and therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse.."  (J.M.Pendleton, Manual for Baptist Churches, p.46)
2. “Pastors should positively assure themselves that those who are received for baptism have felt themselves to be guilty, ruined, helpless sinners, justly condemned by God’s holy law;...” (ibid.,  Pg 18)

3. "That a man is totally depraved is evident from his being a child of the devil...fathered by the devil, of 
the same moral nature, without salvation, destined to the same hell to which the devil is destined." (W.A.Jarrell, ThD., Mis.Bapt., "Gospel in Water")

4. It follows from these views, that since man is born depraved, he must be cleansed of his sin at birth by sprinkling. [Baptist exception: The Grace of Christ saves infants.]
 II. The Proof Texts

(the following verses are supposed to support the doctrine of original sin or inherent depravity)
A. Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity; And in sin did my mother conceive me.
Response
1. "shapen in iniquity" = "born in a language" Acts 2:8 And how hear we, every man in our own language wherein we were born?
2. "conceived in sin" - doesn't refer to the character of the one conceived

3.
If Psalm 51:5 means one is born in sin, what does Psalm 22:10 mean: I was cast upon thee from the womb; Thou art my God since my mother bare me. ASV
New RSV: I was cast upon thee from the womb; Thou art my God since my mother bare me.
B. Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

Response
1. Rom. 2:14-15 for when Gentiles that have not the law do by nature the things of the law, these, not having the law, are the law unto themselves; in that they show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness therewith, and their thoughts one with another accusing or else excusing them

These do good "by nature"

2. Note: Eph 4:22 asv says "waxeth (grows more) corrupt" - How can this be if one is Totally Depraved.?  How can one become more than totally? Totally + ?

3. 2 Tim. 3:13 But evil men and impostors shall wax worse and worse {New RSV: “go from bad to worse,”}, deceiving and being deceived. It is not necessary to entice one who is totally depraved; they cannot wax worse than totally!
C. Jer.17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is exceedingly corrupt: who can know it?
Response (The above presumes this to be the case from the womb)
1. Surely it may grow wicked (Note Eph 4:22 and 2 Tim 3:13 above)

2. Ecc.7:29 Man is born upright
3. 1 Sam.16:6-7 Was David's heart "desperately wicked"?

Then it came about when they entered, that he looked at Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed is before Him." But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."

D. Psalm 58:3 The wicked are estranged from the womb: They go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies.
Response 

1. Hyperbole (exaggeration)
Psa. 6:6 For in death there is no remembrance of thee: In Sheol who shall give thee thanks?
Jer.9:10 For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the pastures of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none passeth through; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the birds of the heavens and the beasts are fled, they are gone.
E. Isa.1:5-6 Why will ye be still stricken, that ye revolt more and more? the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and fresh stripes: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with oil.
Response  ~ If Totally Depraved how can they do 1:16-20?
Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek justice, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword; for the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken it.
F. Rom. 3:9-20
9What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we before laid to the charge both of Jews and Greeks, that they are all under sin; 10as it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one; 11There is none that understandeth, There is none that seeketh after God; 12They have all turned aside, they are together become unprofitable; There is none that doeth good, no, not, so much as one: 13Their throat is an open sepulchre; With their tongues they have used deceit: The poison of asps is under their lips: 14Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16Destruction and misery are in their ways; 17And the way of peace have they not known: 18There is no fear of God before their eyes. 19Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it speaketh to them that are under the law; that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may be brought under the judgment of God: 20because by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified in his sight; for through the law cometh the knowledge of sin.

Response
1. Accommodative - speaking specifically of Jews who have rejected Christ

2. 1 John 3:4-8
Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. And you know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. Little children, let no one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.
5

