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Silver Threads

Text: Ecclesiastes 11:9 - 12:7
9 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment.
10 Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity.
Chapter Twelve

1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;
2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:
3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened,
4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low;
5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets:
6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.
7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.
9 Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be pleasant during the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses (Lit., ways) of your heart and the desires (Lit., sights) of your eyes. Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things.

10 So, remove vexation from your heart and put away pain (Lit., evil) from your body, because childhood and the prime of life are fleeting.

Chapter Twelve
1 Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near when you will say, “I have no delight in them”;

2 before the sun, the light, the moon, and the stars are darkened, and clouds return after the rain;

3 in the day that the watchmen of the house tremble, and mighty men stoop, the grinding ones stand idle because they are few, and those who look through windows (Or, holes) grow dim;

4 and the doors on the street are shut as the sound of the grinding mill is low, and one will arise at the sound of the bird, and all the daughters of song will sing softly.

5 Furthermore, men (Lit., they) are afraid of a high place and of terrors on the road; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags himself along, and the caperberry is ineffective. For man goes to his eternal home while mourners go about in the street.

6 Remember Him before the silver cord is broken (So with Gk.; Heb., removed), and the golden bowl is crushed, the pitcher by the well is shattered and the wheel at the cistern is crushed;

7 then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit (Or, breath) will return to God who gave it.

INTRODUCTION

1. Much thought is given to understanding and meeting the needs of  children and teen-agers. This is as it should be.

2. The same effort should be put forth to understand and meet the needs of the aging population of our society.

3. For those who love and respect the Bible, it is still our best text book on the subject.
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I. FACING THE REALITYS OF GROWING OLD

A. Most of us do not like the idea; hence, we tend to deny its reality.

B. Since we cannot avoid growing old, we should accept the fact realistically.

1. The Bible vividly describes the aging process (Eccl.12:1-7)


Eccl.11:9 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment.
Instead of ... "let your heart be of good cheer," as the expression might also be, the words are ..., "make your heart of good cheer to yourself,"--

"Ways of the heart" are ways into which the impulse of the heart leads, and that satisfy the heart.

sight: here, a sight which draws and fastens the eyes upon it.

...they both introduce that which (youth) ought to act freely and joyfully; in the ways of your heart, into which it draws you; and in the sight of your eyes, towards which they direct themselves with interest.

...but know that God will bring you to an account for all this; and so it excludes sinful sensual desire.

Eccl.11:10 Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity.
Remove sorrow from your heart and banish evil from your flesh: for youth and age, not yet grown to gray hairs, are vain.

Luther renders: "banish sorrow from thy heart, and put evil from thy body." He ought to free himself from that which is injurious to the inner and the outer man, and hurtfully affects it; for youth, destined for and disposed to joy, is transitory, and only too soon passes away.
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Chapter Twelve

1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;
The connection between this verse and the preceding one is unfortunately interrupted by our division of chapters. The days of evil are those of feeble, helpless old age, perceptibly marking the failure of bodily and mental strength; parallel to these are the years of which one has to say: I have no pleasure in them. These evil days, adverse years, are now described symptomatically, and that in an allegorical manner.


2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:
The author seeks to describe how man, having become old, goes forth to death, and not till v.7 does he reach it.

Before the sun, the light, the moon, and the stars are darkened, i.e., in the spring, prime and prosperity of life, and clouds return after the rain; the infirmities of old age of which winter is a proper emblem.

3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened,
v.3-6 The body in old age and death is here described under the figure of a decaying house with its inmates and furniture.   v.3 is best understood as referring to the change old age brings to four parts of the body, the arms (the keepers), the legs (the strong men) the teeth (the grinders) and the eyes (windows). Ain't a-gonna need this house no longer, ain't a-gonna need this house no more!

To the thought: Ere the mind and the senses begin to be darkened, and the winter of life with its clouds and storms approaches, the further details here following stand in a subordinate relation: "That day when the watchers of the house tremble, and the strong men bow themselves, and the grinders rest, because they have become few, and the women looking out of the windows are darkened."

The body as the house of the inner man. This house, as that of an old man, is on all sides in a ruinous condition. The keepers are the arms terminating int he hands, which bring to the house whatever is suitable for it, and keep away from it whatever threatens to do it injury; these protectors of the house have lost their vigour and elasticity (Gen.49:24), they tremble, are palsied, arthritis, so that they are able neither to grasp securely, to hold fast and use, nor actively to keep back and forcibly avert evil. Me and my brother used to make fun of Grandma 'cause she had a problem grasping things with her arthritis and rheumatism. Her warning: Someday you will be old and.....

-- 3 --
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Strong Men designates the legs, the seat of his strength, Psa.147:10; the legs of a man in the fullness of youthful strength are like marble pillars; but those of the old man have bowed themselves, they have lost their tight form, they are shrunken and loose.

the grinding ones stand idle nasb Maidens who grind the corn by means of a hand-mill are compared to the teeth, the reason that the grinders rest, i.e. are not at work, that they have become few: they stand no longer in a row; they are isolated, and (as is to be supposed) are also in themselves defective.

Eyes have become darkened in the old man, the power of seeing is weakened, and the experience of sight are indistinct, the light of the eyes is extinguished.


4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low

From the eyes the allegory proceeds to the mouth, and the repugance of the old man to every noise disturbing his rest.

doors shut=mouth (drawn in--no teeth)

grinding low=no teeth

rise up=does not sleep soundly

daugthers of music--low=voice weak or singing women soft due to loss of hearing.

5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way,

Furthermore, men are afraid of a high place (no longer trust themselves on ladders, steps, stairs, etc.) and of terrors on the road (second childishness; fear of going out, feeble and no longer able to defend themselves.)

A damp road appears like a muddy mess; a gravelly path, as full of neck-breaking hills; an undulating path, as fearfully steep and precipitous; that which is not shaded, as oppressively hot and exhausting--they want strength and courage to overcome difficulties, and their anxiety pictures out dangers before them where there are none.


and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden,

The allegory is now continued in individual independent figures.

The almond tree blossoms (Adam Clarke thinks it means, not to flourish, but to fall off) -- white hair. 
From the change in the color of the hair, the allegory proceeds to the impairing of the elasticity of the thighs and of their power of bearing a load. The grasshopper drags himself along - nasb -- heaviness and stiffness takes the place of that active motion for which the grasshopper is known.

-- 4 --
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and desire shall fail: ( nasb the caperberry is ineffective.
From the weakening of the power of motion, the allegory passes on to the decay of sensual desires. The caperberry was eaten as a provocative to appetite, fails to take effect on a man who powers are exhausted. (Grandpa was told by doctor to drink a can of beer a day.)


because man goeth to his long home (eternal home nasb), and the mourners go about the streets:

The ceasing from nourishment as the last symptom of the certain approach of death.

Man goeth or is going or has gone into the invisible world as evidenced by long hollow groans and throat rattlings that proceed from him.

2 Corinthians 5:1-10
1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2 For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven;

3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not be found naked.

4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.

5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.

6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord—

7 for we walk by faith, not by sight—

8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

9 Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.


6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.
7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

v.6 Remember God before the silver cord is broken and the golden bowl is crushed, the pitcher by the well is shattered and the wheel at the cistern is crushed.  The termination of life is signified generally by the snapping of the silver cord by which the lamp hung from the ceiling; by the dashing of the pieces of the cup or reservoir of oil; by the shattering of the pitcher used to bring water from the spring; and by the breaking of the wheel by which a bucket is let down into the well.

Clarke: Golden bowl broken -- brain no longer functions; Pitcher broken -- heart no longer sends forth blood; Wheel broken -- heart no longer receives blood.

-- 5 --
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v.7 Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it. Spirit is gone, body decays.
Earnest Tubb had a popular song many years ago: My get-up has got-up and gone.

The need to slow down, but not necessarily to stop!

     Modern aids -- glasses, hearing devices, etc., improve the life of many elderly people.

II. FACING THE PAST

A. Retrospection is characteristic of the aging. This is fine and profitable, but one should not stop living in the present.

B. Memories when pleasant are wonderful things -- a good tonic.

1. Share your past experiences with others -- experiences of God's love, mercy, compassion, forbearance, and loving kindness.

2. The joy of knowing that one has faithfully and untiringly served the Lord. 2 Tim.4:6-8

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

3. Again, the importance of faithfully serving the Lord.

C. What about the mistakes and sins of the past?

1. God is merciful and forgiving; one should, therefore, throw himself on His mercy.

2. Obedience to God's plan of salvation is not just for the youth and middle age. Obey God's conditions of salvation while life and opportunity are yours.

3. Don't worry over past sins forgiven. God will not remember them, so why should you?

Jer.31:34 “And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”
4. Having repented of your past sins and having received forgiveness -- live the remaining part of your life, regardless of how brief it may be, as one would if given a chance to live one's whole life over again.

D. The value of old things to the elderly often not understood or appreciated by their children and grandchildren.

1. Should be permitted to keep some things from their past.

2. Such a desire and need often presents a problem for the younger generation with whom they have to live. The resolving of this problem requires much wisdom, compassion and delicate handling.

-- 6 --
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E. The aging should use wisdom and discretion and moderation in retelling and reliving the past for others. Don't bore them!

1. The importance of being able to associate with those of their generation.

2. However, the again should not be made to feel that they do not belong at all with those younger than they.

3. The younger generation needs to be good listeners -- patient and understanding. They will covet the same when they get old.

III. FACING THE PRESENT

A. Evils of compulsory retirement. Retire to not from something.

B. God wants the elderly to live useful lives.

1. As examples of soberness, gravity, temperance, soundness in faith, in love, in patience, etc. Titus 2:2-5
Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance. Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored.

2. Teachers of that which is good (Titus, above); Heb.5:12-14

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

a. Importance of obeying god while young!

C. Respect is to be shown the elderly. 1 Tim.5:1-3 Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a father, to the younger men as brothers, the older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all purity. Honor widows who are widows indeed;   Because....

1. Of the Experience of Age

2. Of the Maturity of Age

3. Of the Dignity of Age

4. Of the Achievements of Age

5. Of the Infirmities of Age

D. Such respect does not mean absolute and complete submission to the elderly.

1. Wisdom and understanding not characteristic of the elderly alone.

2. Younger people and middle-agers have much to offer.

E. The local congregation is to be guided by elders (Acts 20:17,28; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Tim.3:1-7)
F. The elderly should be used in keeping with their ability.
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G. Elderly people need physical and economic security, as well as emotional security.

1. Under normal conditions they are happier and better off in their own home.

2. They are happier when allowed to do for themselves -- when physically able.

3. Children and grandchildren often too protective of them.

4. Sometimes it becomes necessary for the children to take charge in order to protect them from harm.

5. Providing for their economic needs. 1 Tim.5:4

but if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to practice piety in regard to their own family, and to make some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the sight of God.  16 If any woman who is a believer has dependent widows, let her assist them, and let not the church be burdened, so that it may assist those who are widows indeed.

a. The local church has an obligation toward needy saints, which often include the elderly (1 Tim.5:3-16; Acts 2:45; 6:1-7).

b. Individual Christians also have a divine responsibility (James 1:27).

c. Many elderly are economically self-sufficient. Private retirement plans, Social Security, Old Age Assistance, etc.

IV. FACING THE FUTURE

A. The day of one's death better than the day of one's birth (Eccl.7:1) -- Provided he is a faithful child of God!

B. Paul looked forward to the crown of life (2 Tim.4:7).

C. Heaven, the home of the faithful, will be far better than this life! (Phil.1:23).

D. Prepared mansions (John 14:1-3); In our heavenly home there will be no death, tears, pain, etc. (Rev.21:4).

CONCLUSION

1. Life is a gift from God.

2. Each person must be taught to use that life in harmony with God's will.

3. Such a life will glorify God and result int he salvation of one's soul.

4. Life begins in the cradle, but it will not end at the grave. There is the eternal side of life.

5. Our individual, as well as our family life, must be lived in harmony with the Book of Books -- the Bible!
-- 8 --
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