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SINNING AGAINST THE BRETHREN

Text: 1 Cor.8:12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.

INTRODUCTION:
A. Many ways of sinning -- each, when full grown, results in death -- only one means of 
forgiveness.

B. We are concerned at this time with Sinning Against the Brethren.

1. Three good texts could be used:

1 Corinthians 8:12 (above)

Genesis 4:9 And the Lord said unto Cain, “Where is Abel thy brother?” And he said, “I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Genesis 42:21 [Joseph’s brothers] said one to another, “We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon us.”

C. This subject is of double importance.

1. In behalf of our brethren.

2. It is sin against Christ.

D. How is it that we sin against our brethren?

I. BODILY HARM:
Hardships, stealing, killing, etc.

Joseph’s was of this nature - hardships.

Abel’s death at the hand of his brother Cain falls in this category.

II. FORSAKING HIM IN TROUBLE:
A. Some clear-cut examples:

 One example is set up by a question from the lawyer, “And who is my neighbor?” Luke 10:30-37
30And Jesus answering said, “A certain [man] went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment and wounded [him], and departed, leaving [him] half dead. 31And by chance there came down a certain priest that way; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked [on him], and passed by on the other side. 33But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion [on him], 34and went to [him], and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him, 35And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence {about the equivalent to one day’s wage}, and gave [them] to the host, and said unto him, ‘Take care of him: and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.’ 36Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?” 37And he said, “he that showed mercy on him,.” Then said Jesus unto him, “Go, and do thou likewise.”
Lenski: “It is a mistake to think that the sum of two denari is rather small for this purpose; the Samaritan was not niggardly, which would spoil the parable. …
2. Jesus’ disciples. Matthew 26: 55In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, “Are ye come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to take Me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on Me.” 56But all this was done, that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook Him, and fled.

3. Demas forsook Paul, 1 Timothy 4:10.
B. Instead of inflicting bodily harm to our brother, or forsaking him in times of trouble, we are to help our brethren as far as possible.

1. Galatians 6:2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

2. Romans 12:15 . . . weep with them that weep . . .

3. 1 Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

4. James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, [and] to keep himself unspotted from the world.

5. James 2:15-20 15If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16and one of you say unto them, “Depart in peace, be [ye] warned and filled”; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what [doth it] profit? 17Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18Yea, a man may say, “Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.” 19Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 20But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

III. FAILURE TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO HIM:
The gospel is God’s power unto salvation, Romans 1:16.

We sin against our fellow-man by refusing to take this saving power to him. (Romans 10:13-17)

for “Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!” 16However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

We sin against our brother by failing to tell him of his sin, by pointing out wherein he is in violation of God’s Word.

IV. BY NOT PRAYING FOR HIM:
A. We are to pray for our brethren.

James 5:16 Confess [your] faults one to another, and pray one for another, . . . 

Hebrews 13:18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly, ...

Philippians 1:3-5 3I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 5for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; . . .
9-11 9And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10that ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ; 11being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.
B. We are even to pray for others! Matthew 5:43-48

43Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. 44But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45that ye may be the children of your Father which is in Heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on he good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 46For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 47And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more [than others]? do not even the publicans so? 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect.
Examples: Our Lord (Luke 23:34) Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.

 Stephen (Acts 7:60) And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

C. Prayers in behalf of sinners will help us to teach them!

D. Prayers in behalf of our brethren will keep us from sinning against them!

V. BY SETTING A BAD EXAMPLE:

A. No man lives or dies to himself; whether we realize it or not, our life has an influence on someone else.

1. Paul had this in mind in our text (1 Corinthians 8:12). Look at the entire context (vv.9-13):

9But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. 10For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; 11and through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 12But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 13Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.

B. Dangerous to sin against the brethren and cause them to be lost. Matthew 18:6
But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in Me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and [that] he were drowned in the depth of the sea.

Offend, forms of the same word, means “to cause to fall.”
C. Must be careful!

1 Timothy 4:16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them; for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

Acts 20:28 Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which He purchased with His own blood.

1 Timothy 4:12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

Romans 14:13 . . . that no man put a stumblingblock in his brother’s way, or an occasion of falling.

VI. BY REFUSING TO FORGIVE HIM: Matthew 18:21-22 How Often? . . .
21Then came Peter to Him, and said, “Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?” 22Jesus saith unto him, “I say not unto thee, ‘until seven times’: but ‘Until seventy times seven.’” (and then Jesus told the story of the unforgiving servant) 23Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king which would take account of his servant. 24And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents (estimate from 12 to 20 million dollars!). 25But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, “Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.” 27Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 28But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellow servants, which owed him a hundred pence (denarius, 16 cents, a day’s wage; 100 = $16.00!): and he laid hands on him, and took [him] by the throat, saying, “Pay me that thou owest.” 29And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.” 30And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 31So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 32Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, “O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 33shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow servant, even as I had pity on thee? 34And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. 35So likewise shall My Heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye FROM YOUR HEARTS (emp. mine, LAB) forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.

A. We should become as little children: they forgive and forget!

B. Let us ask for forgiveness, and be ready to give as much!
Matthew 6:14-15 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

VII. BY NEGLECTING TO RESTORE HIM:

A. We must make an effort to restore those astray (Galatians 6:1).

B. Little child lost in woods, cave, sea, etc., we would hunt for them night and day.

1. Some of us are not so interested in the spiritually lost!

C. We should make every effort even if we are unheeded.

1. In so doing, we have fulfilled our part Acts 20:26-27 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I [am] pure from the blood of all [men]. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.
D. Admonish them to be faithful (Hebrews 10:24-25).
E. Withdraw from those who will not be restored (2 Thessalonians 3:6).

VIII. BY HATRED:
A. Christians are to love their brethren (1 John 4:7-21).

1. We are even to love our enemies! (Luke 6:27-38)
, love: “It denotes the love of intelligence, comprehension, and corre-sponding purpose. It sees all the hatefulness and the wickedness of the enemy, feels his stabs and blows, may even have something to do to ward them off; but this fills his loving heart with only the one desire and aim to free its enemy from his hate, to rescue him from his sin, and to save his soul.”

It cannot denote “mere affection and liking. This kind of love would be impossible toward an enemy. He would not accept our affection, would strike us if we tried to embrace him. Nor should we ever be able to like our enemies; Jesus does not ask it of us even as we nowhere read that He liked the wicked Jews, His enemies.” (Lenski, p.360-361; see also on John 3:16).

2. Certainly, then, we cannot hate our brethren! We are not to even hate our enemies!

Passages used in reference to praying for others are applicable here (Matt.5:43-48).
3. Remember our first point? BODILY HARM! We must go BEYOND this!
1 John 3:15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

B. Love will seek other’s best interests!

1. Help when in need.

2. Reprove when in sin.

3. (1 Corinthians 13:1-8, love.)

C. Hatred is manifested in backbiting, criticizing, gossiping, slander, etc.

INVITATION: 
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