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Sound Local Churches

I. Difference between “universal” and “local” church.

How to become a “member” of church: Hear, Believe, Repent, Confess Christ as Lord, Be Baptized for Remission of Sins
II. Relationship of brethren.

A. Born into family of God.

B. Love one another. John 13:34; 15:12,17; Rom.13:8; 1Thess.4:9; 1Pet.1:22; 1John 3:11,23; 4:7,11-12; 2 John 1:5
C. Love the brotherhood. 1Pet.1:17
1. I didn’t have a choice as to what family I was born into. Brothers and sisters.

2. When Jesus told the young rich man to sell all he had, give to the poor, and come follow Him, he went away sorrowful, grieving, because he had a lot of property (Matt.19:22). Peter (v.27) seems concerned about what he and the other apostles would receive since they left all to follow Him. Jesus said, (v.29 ~ “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life.”)
a. When I was born into the family of God, I gained more brothers and sisters.

3. Sermon on the Mount (Matt.5f).
a. Beatitudes, v.1-12

b. Salt of earth. Light. v.13-16
c. v.20 Our righteousness must exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees

d. v.21-22 Don’t be angry with your brother.

e. v.43-48 Love not only your neighbor but also your enemies.

III. Sound Local Churches

A. Sound = healthy. A sound, healthy church.

B. Should be of interest to all. Want to be part of sound, healthy church. If church is not sound, we want to know about it and not be a part of it (qualified, more later).
C. A sound church is a church that stays with that pattern laid down by the apostles of Jesus Christ. They are ambassadors of Christ. Christ is Head of the church, He is King, Lord, Master, He is the Chief Shepherd.

Whatever apostles said, about the Work, Worship, Organization of the local church, that is the official message of Jesus Christ the King.

IV. WORSHIP

A. Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight.
Paul preached to them. (Don’t overlook v.6.) How long were they at Troas?
6We sailed from Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread, and came to them at Troas within five days; and there we stayed seven days.
Were they there Tuesday? Thursday? Saturday? But when did they meet?
B. 1Cor.16:1-2

C. We learn also the n.t. church prayed and sang.

D. When I see this, a local congregation meeting on the first day of the week and observing the Lord’s Supper and Contribution and at that time and other times singing and praying and teaching, I know this is a sign of a sound church. They are doing what the apostles laid down for them to do.
E. When I see a church having Xmas services and Easter services and entertainment and recreation, Instrumental music, Lord’s Supper on Wednesday night, all borrowed from the denominations, I know this is not a sound church. We have no authority for these things. This is not a sign of a sound church.
V. ORGANIZATION

A. Elders, Titus 1 and 1 Tim.3, in every church, Acts 14:23. Their oversight did not extend beyond the local congregation they are appointed in. 1 Pet.5:1f
1Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, … 2shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight … 3nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.
The elders of the Caprock church have absolutely no oversight of anything pertaining to the Indiana Ave. church or the church on Milwqukee Ave or the church in Amarillo or anything else not pertaining to the Caneyville church. Nor can they turn over anything relating to the Caneyville church to any other eldership or anything else.
B. Deacons. 1 Tim.3

C. Evangelist(s), teachers and other members (Eph.4:11)
VI. WORK

A. The church does her own work and does not turn it over to any other organization. Not an old folks home, orphan home, board of directors, missionary society or any other organization. Those are without authority.
And they carried the Gospel to the whole world!
B. If we are failing today, it is not because of a need for greater organization, but a need for greater dedication and greater sacrifice on the part of God’s people. If we have the same dedication and sacrifice as those in n.t. times then we, too, can carry the gospel to the whole world.

C. Evangelize. Have you noticed that the apostle Paul seemed to go to the major cities (Paul’s 2nd journey: Left Philippi and went to Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth) and then they had the responsibility to carry the gospel in their area. 1Thess.1:8
For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.

D. Edify. Gifts of Holy Spirit given by laying on apostles’ hands, in the absence of a n.t. and in the absence of the apostles, so churches could be edified.
1Cor.14:26 …When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.
Heb.10:25, exhorting one another
E. Take care of their own and brethren in other churches unable to do this.

F. Now that is what they did. But they did not engage in entertainment, social functions, recreation, secular education, day-care and other activities borrowed from denominations.

1. Again, Sound, healthy churches stick to the pattern laid down by the apostles of Jesus Christ. But, lets take it one step further. Sound churches also have sound teaching.

Sound TEACHING

2Tim.1: 6For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 8Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,
13Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.
2Tim.4:1-5 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 5But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
Titus 2:1 But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine. 7 in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, 8 sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.
B. That is the kind of sound teaching and preaching that sound churches will have.

C. Sound teaching – healthy teaching, balanced teaching. Not just all motivational teaching and not all just controversial matters.

D. A church might have teaching on controversial matters and someone says, we want teaching on the prodigal son, “Don’t know how to preach on that.” A gospel preacher doesn’t know how to preach about the prodigal son?

E. Another example: brethren wanted teaching on the conversions in Acts. “Don’t know how to do that.” A gospel preacher?

F. Looking at 3 kinds of churches…

1st church might not tolerate sound teaching.
2nd church might tolerate it but does not demand it. Might be motivational preaching for several years, and they tolerate that, and then someone comes in and teaches something else and they won’t tolerate it. And they fall into category #1!
3rd church not only tolerates it but demands it. Caprock must fall into this category.
G. A church might have sound teaching but not be a sound church!
When you look at the church at Sardis, do you see a sound, healthy church? Rev.3:1-3
1“To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.’
1. No indication they were not getting sound teaching. No indication they had left the n.t. pattern.  But the Lord looks at them and says, “You are dead. You need to repent.”
2. Remarkable, in this unsound church, there are some whom the Lord approves. v.4
‘But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.
Hats Off to these brethren! Hard to be sound people in the midst of an unsound church! They can serve as a leavening influence to perhaps help the unsound brethren.

H. Rev.2: 1“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 2‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; 3and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary.’
1. A Sound Church?
2. Sticking to the pattern laid down by the apostles. Opposed false apostles. If someone asked you what church was a strong church in this area, you might say “Ephesus!”

3. No, they were not sound. Sound in doctrine, sound in organization perhaps. Look at v.4
‘But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
4. Listen to the Lord! (v.4) Left First love, zeal? Fervor? When they were first converted? Now look at v.5
‘Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent.”
a. What is the lampstand? Look at 2:1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:

b. Lampstand = church. 7 Lampstands. Remove one, 6 left. And the lampstands were the churches! But Jesus removes one of them!
1) Might keep meeting.

2) Have sign over door “Church of Christ”

3) Still have Lord’s Supper every Sunday; Still following pattern laid down by the apostles.

a) But the Lord looks at them and says, “You are no church of mine!”

c. The Saddest Day in the History of Any Church. = The day the Lord removes it and they don’t even know it.
d. 2 Ways for the church to get to the place where the Lord removes it.
1) When all the members, or the majority of the members, are not what they should be.
2) When the collective activity of the church is not what it should be.
A) A simple illustration: Put Lord’s Supper out there – Pizza rolls and Dr.Pepper.

5. Might mention Laodicea – Lord says, “I’m going to spew you out of My mouth!” Now there are just 5!
I. Rev.2:8-11 8“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: 9‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.’
– The Lord had not one criticism of that church. A sound, healthy church!
1. They might not be too impressive to us. We might look at them and say, “Well, they are an awfully poor church.” But the Lord doesn’t look on the church like that!

He doesn’t look…

· At the social standing of the members
· bank account or stock holdings of the members
· how fashionable they are.
He looks to see,
· “Are they faithful to Me?”

· “Are they receiving sound teaching?”
· “What kind of hearts and lives do I see within those who make it up?”

2. And may the Lord help the Caprock church to be that kind of church!

3. That strong, healthy church that the Lord wants it to be.
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