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What Can One Man Do?
Introduction
A. Men’s hearts are often stirred by the accomplishments of one man. Such are the heroes of our lives.

1. Heroes of the past – Charles Lindberg, Thomas Edison, Paul Revere. Willie Nelson sings, “My heroes have always been cowboys.”
My boyhood heroes — Roy Rogers, Tim Holt, Gene Autry, Lash Larue, The Durango Kid, Wild Bill Hickok (not the real one, but the one played on the radio in the 50’s)

Astronauts of our own era. 2001 – The mayor of New York, President George Bush
2. Sometimes we feel we are insignificant so far as influence is concerned, but we need to rest assured that we are influencing someone for good or evil – depending upon our action.

B. Some Christians wonder if they will have any good effect or sometimes play down their shortcomings as insignificant when, in reality, all that we do is either helping or hindering the cause of Christ.
I. What Can One Good Man Do?
A. Consider some Bible examples.

1. Noah was a righteous man who accomplished much good in the face of enormous evil influence. (Gen.6:5-10)

5Then the lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6And the lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7And the lord said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them." 8But Noah found favor in the eyes of the lord. 9These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God. 10And Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

2. Joshua stood up when it counted and made his presence felt among the people of Israel. Joshua 24:15
"And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the lord."
3. John the Immerser preached to the people and said what had to be said
Matt.3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
and preached to the king and said what had to be said there, too.
(Matt.14:1-11) Note the compliment paid this faithful man by Jesus
(Matt.11:11 "Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist; …”)
4. Paul was a faithful, suffering apostle who accomplished so very much in spite of the hardship and opposition. (2 Cor.11:24-28)

Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. 26I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; 27I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the churches.
B. Bible encouragement for good men.

Prov.12:2 A good man will obtain favor from the lord, But He will condemn a man who devises evil.
Matt. 12:35 "The good man out of his good treasure brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth what is evil.”
James 5:15-18 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. 16Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 17Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain; and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. 18And he prayed again, and the sky poured rain, and the earth produced its fruit.
Phil.4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
I. What Can One Bad Man Do?
Don't ever doubt the power and significance of one person.

The religion of Islam was all started by one illiter​ate camel driver.
A. Consider some Bible examples.

1. Achan brought sin into the camp of Israel and defeat to the army.

Joshua 7:1 But the sons of Israel acted unfaithfully in regard to the things under the ban, for Achan, … from the tribe of Judah, took some of the things under the ban, therefore the anger of the lord burned against the sons of Israel. 12 "Therefore the sons of Israel cannot stand before their enemies; they turn their backs before their enemies, for they have become accursed. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy the things under the ban from your midst.” 25 And Joshua said, "Why have you troubled us? The lord will trouble you this day." And all Israel stoned them with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones.
2. Ahab tried to pass the blame for his own wickedness and the evil it brought on the people of God on to a righteous man. 1 Kings 18:17-19
And it came about, when Ahab saw Elijah that Ahab said to him, "Is this you, you troubler of Israel?" 18And he said, "I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father's house have, because you have forsaken the commandments of the lord, and you have followed the Baals. 19Now then send and gather to me all Israel at Mount Carmel, together with 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of the Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table."
Read on and see the courage of the prophet of God in standing up to this wicked king and the 450 prophets of Baal!
3. Judas, the betrayer of Christ, did evil and his name lives in infamy!

4. Diotrophes was a wicked man who loved his preeminence
and used malicious words and refused the brethren. (3 John 9)

I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not accept what we say.

B. Bible teaching about the wicked and their influence.

Eccl.9:18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good.

Eccl.10:1 Dead flies make a perfumer's oil stink, so a little foolishness is weightier than wisdom and honor.

2 Tim.3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.
2 Tim.3:13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
2 Tim.4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.
Prov.13:15 … the way of the treacherous is hard.

Prov.15:18 A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, …

Prov.16:27-30 A worthless man digs up evil, While his words are as a scorching fire. 28A perverse man spreads strife, And a slanderer separates intimate friends. 29A man of violence entices his neighbor, And leads him in a way that is not good. 30He who winks his eyes does so to devise perverse things; He who compresses his lips brings evil to pass.
Prov.17:19-20 who loves transgression loves strife; He who raises his door seeks destruction. (He loveth transgression that loveth strife: and he that exalteth his gate seeketh destruction. kjv) He who has a crooked mind finds no good, And he who is perverted in his language falls into evil.
Adam Clarke's Commentary: He that exalteth his gate] In different parts of Palestine they are obliged to have the doors of their courts and houses very low, not more than three feet high, to prevent the Arabs, who scarcely ever leave the backs of their horses, from riding into the courts and houses, and spoiling their goods. He, then, who, through pride and ostentation, made a high gate, exposed himself to destruction; and is said here to seek it, because he must know that this would be a necessary consequence of exalting his gate.

But although the above is a fact, yet possibly gate is here taken for the mouth; and the exalting of the gate may mean proud boasting and arrogant speaking, such as has a tendency to kindle and maintain strife. And this interpretation seems to agree better with the scope of the context than the above.

III. What is to be Done About the Good Man?
A. Good men are to be marked as worthy examples as they follow Christ. Phil.3:17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.

B. Those good men have a responsibility to teach others. (2 Tim.2:2)

And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.
C. Every encouragement ought to be given every good man that he may increase his strength, influence and effectiveness to his full potential.
IV. What is to be Done About the Bad Man?
A. Certain ones are to be reproved, rebuked and exhorted that they may be sound in the faith.

1 Tim.5:20 Those (elders) who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all (the elders), so that the rest also may be fearful of sinning.
2 Tim4:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.
B. The mouths of some men must be stopped. (Titus 1:10-11)

For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach, for the sake of sordid gain.

C. Evil men are to be identified (marked) and avoided when they persist in their error. Rom.16:17-18
Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.
D. When all else fails to bring an evil brother to repentance, we are to withdraw ourselves from such a one.
2 Thess.3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.
1 Tim.6:5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. (Compare
1 Cor.5:1-13, cf. v.5 “… to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh…”)

2 Tim.3:5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.
Eph.5:11 And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;

E. Occasionally brethren are reluctant to discipline Christians who are walking disorderly. However, we have the command of the Lord!

1. Recognize that some would destroy the body of Christ. (1 Cor.3:16-17)

Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.
2. The apostle Paul would not tolerate error for even an hour that would bring the people of God into bondage. (Gal.2:5)

But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you.
3. Realize that your efforts must first of all be in the direction of saving a soul that has turned back to the world. (James 5:19-20)

My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.
4. Know that some will interpret a lack of proper discipline as endorsement and encouragement of their error. (Eccl.8:11)

Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil.
5. Determine that you will stand with other faithful brethren in the doing of all that God desires, even if it is not the most pleasant task for the moment.

1 Cor.1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.
2 Cor.13:11 Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.
Phil.1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;
1 Pet.3:8 To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;
Eph.4:3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
V. What can the Righteous Do?
A. Know where to put your trust and confidence.

Psalm 11:1 In the lord I take refuge; … (2 Tim1:12 on next page)
2 Tim1:12 For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.

B. Recognize that the Lord rules and He is our strength.

Psalm 93:1-2 The lord reigns, He is clothed with majesty; The lord has clothed and girded Himself with strength; Indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved. Thy throne is established from of old; Thou art from everlasting.
Psalm 62:7 On God my salvation and my glory rest; The rock of my strength, my refuge is in God. Trust in Him at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah.

Psalm 46:1-7 God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea; 3Though its waters roar and foam, Though the mountains quake at its swelling pride. Selah. 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, The holy dwelling places of the Most High. 5God is in the midst of her, she will not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. 6The nations made an uproar, the kingdoms tottered; He raised His voice, the earth melted. 7The lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our stronghold. Selah.
C. Determine to be unmoved. Acts 20:24
"But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.”
Conclusion
A. Every Christian has the responsibility to stand for that which is right and not be swayed by the efforts of evil men.

B. Each one must understand that a good man can accomplish anything that God has authorized and that evil men will always be a hindrance.

C. If you were to evaluate your own standing today, where would you be?

Are you with the Lord or against Him? (Matt.12:30)

"He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.”
The Adventures of  Wild Bill Hickock (western, starring Guy Madison)


(Syndicated,  1951 - 1956) (CBS Daytime, 1955 - 1958) (ABC Daytime, 1957 - 1958)


[Syndicated TV episodes produced by William F. Broidy; the last 13 episodes were produced by CBS/ Screen Gems, which aired only on CBS during the 1957 - 1958 season.] [also a Mutual Network radio show aired 1951 - 1956 with the same lead players.]
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