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Who Would Have Thought?
--Steven Harper
INTRODUCTION
A.
Back during the time when this country was first founded, who would have thought that we would be as big and as powerful a nation as we are today? Who would have thought the nation would be plunged into the Civil War within 100 years? In the early 1900’s, who would have thought we would one day build a super highway system that would allow travel at a mile a minute, and that we would send a man to the moon within the lifetime of those newly born? Just 40 years ago, who would have thought that reading the Bible would someday be prohibited and homosexuality would be promoted as normal and acceptable? Who would have thought that killing unborn children would be proclaimed a “right” and killing animals would be called “murder”?

B.
There are many things that man, in his wisdom, would never have thought in times past, and still does not consider possible or imaginable because of his limited wisdom. Many things are still inconceivable to mankind—things that are yet in the future and undreamt of today. Many things are still inconceivable to mankind today, regarding things of the Bible, simply because they do not want to believe some of the stories told in the Bible, because they refuse to believe in God, or because they have no desire to know the things God has revealed in His inspired word. Lacking the knowledge God has revealed, men may scoff at the discovery of those things revealed, but when we know God and His power, it is something that may be believed.

C.
Today, let’s look at some things that seem to be hard to imagine, and that some men find simply unbelievable, inconceivable, and even impossible. But, while man did not think of these things as possible or actual, these things are real and they are true and how we respond will distinguish between being either believers or unbelievers. These things are revealed within God’s word and tell us much about God, so it would be wise to consider, not just the possibility of these things, but the reality of these things. For instance, Who Would Have Thought:

I. A SHEPHERD BOY COULD DEFEAT A GIANT?

A.
Improbable Victories
1.
David Versus Goliath? (1Sam.17) No one — not the King of Israel, and especially not his own brothers — thought David had a chance against the giant, the champion of the Philistines, who had been a man of war from his youth (v.17). King Saul tried to put his armor on him, but it was not useful, and David took only five smooth stones and a sling into the confrontation. Do we remember who won?

2.
300 Men Would Defeat 120,000? (Judges 7; 8:10) When Gideon was taking his army into battle against the Midianites, he ended up going with only 300 men and they carried only trumpets, pitchers, and torches. They had no conventional weapons with them and when they met the enemy, all they did was blow the trumpets, smash the pitchers, and shout. Though this seems so inconceivable, do we remember who won?

3.
Marching Around A Walled City Would Bring Victory? (Josh. 6) When the Israelites came into the Promised Land, they were told beforehand that the land was theirs, yet many of the cities in which the enemies then lived were walled and heavily fortified. Most military leaders would tell you marching around the city with a few men blowing horns was not the best strategy, but that is what they did. Do we remember who won that final day in Jericho?

Why would these things be improbable and unbelievable? Because of not believing God!

B.
The Missing Factor: God.

1.
David And Goliath. (1Sam.17:37, 45-47) When Saul told him he was not able to go against Goliath, David told Saul the Lord had already given him victory over lion and bear and knew He would do the same with the Philistine giant. When he met the giant on the field, he told Goliath that it would not be with sword or spear, but in the name of the Lord would he gain victory. And he did.


2.
Gideon (Judges 7) Before Gideon went into battle, God said, “I will deliver you with the 300 men who lapped and will give the Midianites into your hands; so let all the other people go, each man to his home.” (v.7) One of the enemies had a dream and one who heard the dream said, “This is nothing less than the sword of Gideon … God has given Midian and all the camp into his hand.” (v.14) Gideon heard this and knew the Lord had given Midinites into their hand. And when the conflict began, we find: When they blew 300 trumpets, the Lord set the sword of one against another even throughout the whole army; and the army fled … (v.22)
The factor in this unlikely victory was not some clever strategy, but God!

3.
Jericho. (Joshua 6) Before the Israelites went to Jericho for battle, God told Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and the valiant warriors.” (v.2) When the final day came, Joshua said, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city. (v.16) Marching did not create some harmonic vibration that started a massive earthquake; it was God that brought them victory!
C.
Might We Have Such Victories? With God and Christ — absolutely!

1.
We Can Do All Things Through Christ. (Phil.4:13) The child of God — the disciple of Jesus Christ — has the confidence and assurance that he can do all things through Christ. We can endure being abased or we can enjoy prosperity; we can enjoy fullness or endure hunger; we can abound in material possessions and we can survive through times of need. We can win those improbable victories with Him.

2.
We Are More Than Conquerors. (Rom.8:35-39) No matter what may come our way — whether “tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword,” we can be confident that nothing can separate us from the love of God and nothing could overwhelm us. But only if we are with Him.


3.
We Can overcome Every Temptation. (1Cor.10:13) And when our fiercest enemy comes against us, throwing his fiery darts, if we are prepared for battle and wearing the “whole armor of God” (Eph.6:10-13), we may be able to withstand in the day. But know this: victory is there. God will not allow us to be tempted beyond that which we are able to bear.

II. EATING FRUIT WOULD CAUSE SO MUCH TROUBLE?

A.
Devastating Results.

1.
Eating Fruit? (Gen.3; Rom.5:12) Though Adam and Eve both knew of the command to not eat of the tree (and its consequences), they could not have imagined the trouble such a seemingly innocent act would bring. Did they understand it was the point at which sin was brought into the world and, therefore, death spreading to all men from thereon out? Does it seem a little strong to say it was by one man’s act that he was responsible for sin and death, sickness and suffering, wars and trouble entering into the world? Yet that is what God’s word tells us (Rom.5:12).
2.
One Touch Would Bring God’s Wrath? (2 Sam.6) When David proposed to bring the ark up to Jerusalem from Baale-judah, he did so by carrying it on a new cart and making a grand parade up the road to the city. But when the oxen stumbled, Uzzah reached out to steady the ark and was struck dead by the Lord. Does that not sound a little harsh for his good intentions? Yet that is the punishment suffered by this man.

3.
One Lie Would Bring God’s Wrath? (Acts 5) When Ananias and Sapphira sold a possession, they brought part of the proceeds and laid it at the apostles’ feet, making it seem they had given all. They lied, but it was only one lie. Was it worth their deaths? They lied this one time and they were struck dead! Wasn’t that a little harsh? Shouldn’t they have been given a second chance? Peter didn’t seem to think so.

What is the problem with the above? Man’s thoughts regarding sin!

B. The Small Deeds: Sin.

1.
Adam And Eve. (Gen.2:16-17; 3:2-3) Both knew God’s law, so they could not excuse themselves from guilt. The seriousness of the act of eating the fruit was that it was a transgression of God’s law. That is called sin (1John 3:4), and sin brings death (Rom.6:23). No matter how insignificant we may think the act, sin is sin.

2.
Uzzah. (2Sam.6:7; 1Chron.15:1, 12-15; instructions given in Ex.25:10-22) When Uzzah stretched out his hand to steady the ark, no doubt his intentions were good, but it was also against the explicit command of God to not do so (Num.4:15). David realized this after the fact and corrected their error. But God had said no one should touch it or they would die and He kept His word.

3.
Ananias And Sapphira. (Acts 5:3-4) When it comes to lying, this is one thing man seems to dismiss as unimportant more than any other sin, but God does not take it so lightly. Peter pointed out that their deception was not against man, but to the Holy Spirit—God Himself! Lying is sin, just as surely as murder. For their sin, they paid an immediate price and those who heard feared greatly (v.11).

C.
The Fact Of The Matter: God Hates Sin. [Psalm 45:7]

1.
It Separates Us From God. (Isa.59:1-2) Though men may not think sin is such a serious matter, it is the very thing that separated man from God. From the very beginning, it separated man from God when he was forced to leave the garden, and it has separated every man from God since, when sin is committed. God is absolute Holiness! (Isa.6:1-5)
2.
It Has A High Price. Since God is the one against whom we sin, it is God who may determine the price that must be paid, and He has determined “without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” of sin. (Heb.9:22) Under the Old law, it was animal sacrifices, but they could never take those sins away. Sin so filled the world that it took the blood of Jesus Christ to pay the price.


3.
We Cannot Walk In It. (1John 1:6-7; Rom.6:1-2, 11-14) If we claim to be His people, we must live as His people and refrain from sin. We are not to live any longer in sin and cannot let it reign in our bodies. We are to present ourselves as servants of righteousness instead. When we walk in darkness (sin), we cannot have fellowship with Him.

III. THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD WOULD COME AS HE DID?

A.
A Lowly Life.

1.
Born In A Stable. (Luke 2:7) Through the miraculous intervention of God, Jesus was born to Mary and because of circumstances, was born in a stable. This is not the birth the nation of Israel expected when they thought of their Messiah! They thought His entrance into the world would be much more extravagant and auspicious—a King! But it wasn’t. He was wrapped in strips of cloth and laid in a feed trough.

2.
Raised A Carpenter’s Son. (Matt.13:55) And the King who was born in a stable was not raised in any more glorious surroundings. He did not live in a palace with servants waiting on Him hand and foot. He was raised as a carpenter’s son, probably working as the common man would work to earn a living for the family, putting His hands to the wood and following the path of His earthly father’s work. Such work was beneath a true King, but not Jesus.

3.
Served His Own Disciples. (John 13:1-17) Near the end of His own life here on this earth, He demonstrated His humility in serving His own disciples by washing their feet as a lowly servant. Those who should have been serving were instead being served by their Master!


B.
Reasons For Rejection
1.
His Manner Of Birth Not Expected. (John 7:40-41, 52; 1:45) For these reasons, many rejected Jesus as the Christ. He simply did not meet their expectations. The people argued about whether the Christ would come from Galilee. The religious leaders could not believe a prophet would come from Galilee, and they rejected Him. Even Nathanael would repeat the common belittling phrase of his day: “Can any good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46)
2.
His Raising Not Expected. (Matt.13:55) When Jesus came to His own area, Nazareth, He taught in the synagogue to the point they were astonished. Yet they could not accept that He was anything more than the carpenter’s son! For this reason, Jesus could “not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.” (v.58) Evidence notwithstanding, they saw Him only as the carpenter’s son and rejected Him as the Christ.

3.
His Service Not Expected. (John 13:8) Even His own disciples would not accept Jesus in the manner of a servant. Peter denied Jesus the washing of his own feet until Jesus rebuked him. But imagine the surprise of these men who had heard Him say that He was soon to be taken away, seeing their Master attire himself as a servant and begin to wash their feet! This was the one they had recognized as the Son of God (Matt. 14:33), and now He was humbling Himself to serve them!
C.
The Need: Following His Pattern Of Humility.

1.
We Need To Have His Mind. (Phl.2:1-8) Though many men rejected Him, we should embrace Him and His mind of humility. Paul encouraged the Philippian brethren to consider one another better than themselves, and the means to that mind set was to have the mind of Christ. We need to have that mind, too.

2.
We Need To Follow His Pattern. (1Pet.2:20-24) Though our own society pushes the idea of individual rights more and more, such is not to be the goal of the servant of the Lord. Instead of complaining about trials that come our way, we should do as He did: and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; (23)
3.
We Must Appreciate His Sacrifice. (2Cor.8:9) As we look to the example of Jesus, let us not forget the great sacrifice he made just in coming to earth. He gave up the riches of heaven and became poor for our sakes that we might become rich. He became like us so we could become like Him, and without that act of great humility, we would be lost still.

CONCLUSION
We could go on with more questions related to our lesson, but suffice it to say that God does not think as man thinks.

Though man would never have anticipated such victories as we have considered today, God was the difference in the battles.

Though man would never have anticipated such dire consequences from such seemingly insignificant acts of transgression, each one was a serious matter in the sight of God.

And though men did not anticipate the Savior would come in such a lowly manner, Jesus demonstrated this life of humility as a pattern for His people.

Considering these things, we may know that we can achieve great victories through God;

we may understand the seriousness of sin in God’s sight; and we may learn to follow the pattern of humility of our Lord and Master.

Though these things may not be in the thoughts and minds of men, God has revealed these things to us that we may learn and know the greatness of Him.

Keeping in mind that the “wisdom of this world is foolishness with God” (1Cor.3:19),
let us make a concerted effort to apply these things to our own lives

that we may win the battles,

receive Jesus as the Christ,

and follow His pattern of humility.

Why not start now?
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Fearful? Go Home!
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Kneel to Drink –or-


Lap Like Dog=
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Judges 7:12 Now the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the sons of the east were lying in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels were without number, as numerous as the sand on the seashore.
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Born in Bethlehem but all they saw was a man from Galilee





For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.





The sons of the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders with the poles thereon, as Moses had commanded according to the word of the Lord.





Some folks like to point to contradictions instead of believing!


David killed Giant with stone – and, then, with sword …


Saul not recognizing David.
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