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Who Is On The Lord’s Side?
INTRODUCTION:  For our lesson we want to go back to the Old Testament and recount some of the events recorded there.

I. IN GENESIS 37 WE READ OF JOSEPH BEING SOLD INTO SLAVERY

A. Sold because of the jealousy of his brothers.

1. Many things contributed to their jealousy and hatred.

a. Jacob loved Joseph more than the others because he was the son of his old age.

b. A coat of many colors* was made for Joseph (Gen.37:3).
*Vari-colored tunic or full-length robe, nasb and footnote

c. Joseph dreamed a dream that showed his brothers bowing to him.

B. After being sold into Egypt, many events happened that caused Joseph to rise to a position of power and authority.

1. Because of a famine in the country his brothers bow before him (fulfilling Joseph’s dream), not knowing who he was.

2. His brothers and father move to Egypt with all their families and possessions.

C. Joseph dies and all his brethren and all that generation.

1. Exodus 1:7-8  But the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly, and multiplied, and became exceedingly mighty, so that the land was filled with them. Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.

II. THE NEW PHAROAH FEARS THE ISRAELITES WILL MULTIPLY AND JOIN THE EGYPTIAN’S ENEMIES AND OVERCOME THEM.

A. So, he sets taskmasters (slavedrivers) over them to afflict them with burdens.

B. As a further precaution, he orders that all new-born male children be cast into the Nile River, but the daughters were to be kept alive.

III. IN THE MIDST OF ALL THIS, JOCHEBED BEARS A MALE CHILD AND HIDES HIM FOR THREE MONTHS
A. When she could no longer hide him, … she got him a wicker basket (ark of bulrushes, kjv) and covered it over with tar and pitch. Then she put the child into it, and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. (Exodus 2:3)

1. She instructed the child’s sister, Miriam, to watch him.

B. Pharaoh’s daughter comes to the river to bathe and sees the basket.

1. Her maidservants pull it out.

2. The basket is opened, and she sees the beautiful (v.2, “goodly” kjv) child in it.

a. Named him Moses which means drawn out of the water (v.10).

3. She hires Jochebed, his real mother, to nurse him, then takes him and raises as her own.

C. At the end of 40 years in Egypt, Moses slays an Egyptian (Exodus 2:11-15)

Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren.  So he looked this way and that, and when he saw there was no one around, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.  And he went out the next day, and behold, two Hebrews were fighting with each other; and he said to the offender, "Why are you striking your companion?"  But he said, "Who made you a prince or a judge over us? Are you intending to kill me, as you killed the Egyptian?" Then Moses was afraid, and said, "Surely the matter has become known."  When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well.

1. Moses fled into Midian

2. Marries Zipporah, Jethro’s daughter

3. And dwells 40 years in Midian as a Shepherd.

IV. IN EXODUS 3 AND 4 WE FIND THE RECORD OF GOD CHOOSING MOSES TO DELIVER THE CHILDREN FROM EGYPTIAN BONDAGE (430 years bondage)

A. Moses is hesitant
(Exodus 4:1 Then Moses answered and said, "What if they will not believe me, or listen to what I say? For they may say, 'The Lord has not appeared to you.'")
but… v.2-9
And the Lord said to him, "What is that in your hand?" And he said, "A staff." Then He said, "Throw it on the ground." So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. But the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand and grasp it by its tail"-- so he stretched out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand-- "that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you." And the Lord furthermore said to him, "Now put your hand into your bosom." So he put his hand into his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow. Then He said, "Put your hand into your bosom again." So he put his hand into his bosom again; and when he took it out of his bosom, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. "And it shall come about that if they will not believe you or heed the witness of the first sign, they may believe the witness of the last sign. But it shall be that if they will not believe even these two signs or heed what you say, then you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground; and the water which you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground."

1. He offers more excuses that God answers. (v.10-17)

Then Moses said to the Lord, "Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither recently nor in time past, nor since Thou hast spoken to Thy servant; for I am slow of speech and slow of tongue." And the Lord said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Or who makes him dumb or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? "Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say." But he said, "Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever Thou wilt." Then the anger of the Lord burned against Moses, and He said, "Is there not your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he speaks fluently. And moreover, behold, he is coming out to meet you; when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. And you are to speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I, even I, will be with your mouth and his mouth, and I will teach you what you are to do. Moreover, he shall speak for you to the people; and it shall come about that he shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be as God to him. And you shall take in your hand this staff, with which you shall perform the signs."

2. So he goes to the land of Egypt and…Exodus 4:29-31

Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the elders of the sons of Israel; and Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken to Moses. He then performed the signs in the sight of the people. So the people believed; and when they heard that the Lord was concerned about the sons of Israel and that He had seen their affliction, then they bowed low and worshiped.

B. Then Moses and Aaron go before Pharoah, turn rod to snake; magicians do the same. Moses’ rod swallows theirs.

1. Pharoah will not harken to them, hardens heart.

2. God sends 10 plagues on the land of Egypt.

01 Water to Blood (Magicians do same)
02 Frogs (Magicians)
03 Dust becomes lice (Magicians can’t do this—this is the Finger of God)

04 Flies (Not in Goshen)
05 Murrain (cattle fever) (Not Israelites’ cattle)
06 Sore boils on man and beast (only Egyptians)
07 Hail and Fire (not in Goshen)
08 Locusts

09 Darkness 3 days (Israel had light in their dwellings)
10 Death of First-Born

C. Pharaoh lets the people go and they come up against the Red Sea, with Pharaoh close behind them (who had again hardened his heart).

V. THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL MURMER AGAINST MOSES AT THE RED SEA!

Exodus 14:10-12 And as Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord. Then they said to Moses, "Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, 'Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness."

A. God parts waters; Israel walks through on dry land; Pharaoh tries same – army drowned.

B. Exodus 14:31 And when Israel saw the great power which the Lord had used against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in His servant Moses.
VI. CHILDREN MURMER AGAIN AT FIRST SIGN OF TROUBLE!

Exodus 15:22-27 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. And when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah. So the people grumbled at Moses, saying, "What shall we drink?" Then he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree; and he threw it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There He made for them a statute and regulation, and there He tested them. And He said, "If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am your healer." Then they came to Elim where there were twelve springs of water and seventy date palms, and they camped there beside the waters.
Exodus 16:1-3 Then they set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure from the land of Egypt. And the whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. And the sons of Israel said to them, "Would that we had died by the Lord’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."
11-15 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "I have heard the grumblings of the sons of Israel; speak to them, saying, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread; and you shall know that I am the Lord your God.'" So it came about at evening that the quails came up and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew evaporated, behold, on the surface of the wilderness there was a fine flake-like thing, fine as the frost on the ground. When the sons of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, "It is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat.
31 And the house of Israel named it manna, and it was like coriander seed, white; and its taste was like wafers with honey.

VII. YET THEY MURMER AGAIN!

Exodus 17:1-3 Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water that we may drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?" But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against Moses and said, "Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?"

Then they witness more of the Power and Might of God!
Exodus 19:16-25 So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently. When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder. And the Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. Then the Lord spoke to Moses, "Go down, warn the people, lest they break through to the Lord to gaze, and many of them perish. And also let the priests who come near to the Lord consecrate themselves, lest the Lord break out against them." And Moses said to the Lord, "The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for Thou didst warn us, saying, 'Set bounds about the mountain and consecrate it.'" Then the Lord said to him, "Go down and come up again, you and Aaron with you; but do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the Lord, lest He break forth upon them." So Moses went down to the people and told them.

VIII. YET THEY SIN AGAIN!

A. Moses on Mt.Sinai 40 days and 40 nights receiving Law of God (Ex.20-31).

B. Only three months since leaving Egypt … they sin! Exodus 32:1-6
Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron, and said to him, "Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him." And Aaron said to them, "Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me." Then all the people tore off the gold rings which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. And he took this from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, and made it into a molten calf; and they said, "This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt." Now when Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord." So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

Exodus 32:15-28 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets which were written on both sides; they were written on one side and the other. 16 And the tablets were God's work, and the writing was God's writing engraved on the tablets. 17 Now when Joshua heard the sound of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There is a sound of war in the camp." 18 But he said, "It is not the sound of the cry of triumph, Nor is it the sound of the cry of defeat; But the sound of singing I hear." 19 And it came about, as soon as Moses came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing; and Moses' anger burned, and he threw the tablets from his hands and shattered them at the foot of the mountain. 20 And he took the calf which they had made and burned it with fire, and ground it to powder, and scattered it over the surface of the water, and made the sons of Israel drink it. 21 Then Moses said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you, that you have brought such great sin upon them?" 22 And Aaron said, "Do not let the anger of my lord burn; you know the people yourself, that they are prone to evil. 23 "For they said to me, 'Make a god for us who will go before us; for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.' 24 "And I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them tear it off.' So they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf." 25 Now when Moses saw that the people were out of control-- for Aaron had let them get out of control to be a derision among their enemies

“WHO IS ON THE LORD’S SIDE?”

Exodus 32:26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, "Whoever is for the Lord, come to me!" And all the sons of Levi gathered together to him. 27 And he said to them, "Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 'Every man of you put his sword upon his thigh, and go back and forth from gate to gate in the camp, and kill every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbor.'" 28 So the sons of Levi did as Moses instructed, and about three thousand men of the people fell that day.

“CHOOSE YE THIS DAY WHOM YE WILL SERVE”

Another question asked by Joshua, similar to Moses’ -- Joshua 24:15 "And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."
“HOW LONG HALT YE BETWEEN TWO OPINIONS?”

Here is a question asked by Elijah -- 1 Kings 18:21 And Elijah came near to all the people and said, "How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people did not answer him a word.
IX. TODAY WE HAVE THE SAME CHOICE.

A. Many people think if they could see the Glorious Workings of God, they would obey Him!
1. We have the record; we can read about it.

2. More accurate than records of the Caesars, yet many believe that the Caesars lived and they deny God!

3. If we do not obey the written word (evidence) what makes us think we would do better than the Israelites?

X. WHO IS ON THE LORD’S SIDE?

A. If erring child of God, chose His side now by repentance, confession and prayer.

B. If alien sinner, believe, repent, confess, be baptized.

XI. “CHOOSE YE THIS DAY WHOM YE WILL SERVE”
Today is the day of salvation, not tomorrow!

XII. “HOW LONG HALT YE BETWEEN TWO OPINIONS?”
Answer the Lord now – they didn’t! If the Lord is God, Follow Him!

Remember works of God and sins of Israelites.

3000 died on one occasion – so will you unless you choose God!
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