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Wings of the Wind

Text: Hosea Chapter Four (before reading, consider the following)
1. Kingdom of Israel, about 930 bc, had been in existence about 200 years when Hosea prophesied, about 750 bc..

a. Saul was king about 1055 bc; Kingdom divided about 935 bc.

b. It came to an end about 28 years after Hosea’s death, about 722 bc.

2. Hosea’s prophetic ministry was during the decline and fall of the nation of Israel.

a. Idolatrous worship of the golden calf substituted for true worship
Remember Ahab and Jezebel, Baal Worship? 1Kings 16:29 ~ ch.22

(Jeroboam in Dan and Bethel) 1Kings 12:25-33 25Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and lived there. And he went out from there and built Penuel. 26Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the kingdom will return to the house of David. 27If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will return to their lord, even to Rehoboam king of Judah; and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah.” 28So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt.”
29He set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 30Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. 31And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the people who were not of the sons of Levi. 32Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves which he had made. And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made.
33Then he went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised in his own heart; and he instituted a feast for the sons of Israel and went up to the altar to burn incense.
3. At the time of Hosea, God had given Israel abundant opportunity to repent–no avail.

1 Kings 18: 17When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is this you, you troubler of Israel?” 18He said, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, because you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and you have followed the Baals.

4. Would soon abandon her to brutal conquest of Assyrians and carried away into virtual oblivion (started 2Kings 15:19; see Isa.10:5-6)
2 Kings 15:19 Pul, king of Assyria, came against the land, and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver so that his hand might be with him to strengthen the kingdom under his rule.

Isa.10:5-6 Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the staff in whose hands is My indignation, 6I send it against a godless nation And commission it against the people of My fury To capture booty and to seize plunder, And to trample them down like mud in the streets.

TEXT… Now, look at Hosea Chapter Four
Hosea 4:1 Listen to the word of the Lord, O sons of Israel, For the Lord has a case against the inhabitants of the land, Because there is no faithfulness or kindness Or knowledge of God in the land.

v.1 ~ Controversy, Lawsuit, Case, in which God is plaintiff and Israelites defendants. It is Jehovah vs Israel and Judah. Why? Because there is no faithfulness, etc.
Hosea 4:2 There is swearing, deception, murder, stealing and adultery. They employ violence, so that bloodshed follows bloodshed.

v.2 ~ Because there is swearing, etc.
Hosea 4:3 Therefore the land mourns, And everyone who lives in it languishes Along with the beasts of the field and the birds of the sky, And also the fish of the sea disappear.

v.3 ~   a. Land mourn: fruitful seasons denied.

b. Languish: epidemic disorders prevail; multitudes die.

c. Same for beasts and fish!
Hosea 4:4 Yet let no one find fault, and let none offer reproof; For your people are like those who contend with the priest.
(Contending against God’s Word!)
v.4 ~ One cannot fault another, for all have gone astray. Hosea 4:5-18
5So you will stumble by day, And the prophet also will stumble with you by night; And I will destroy your mother. (the Nation of Israel) 6My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children. 7The more they multiplied, the more they sinned against Me; I will change their glory into shame. 8They feed on the sin of My people And direct their desire toward their iniquity. (The priests encouraged sin—more sin, more sacrifices—for the priests to live off!) 9and it will be, like people, like priest; So I will punish them for their ways And repay them for their deeds. 10They will eat, but not have enough; They will play the harlot, but not increase, Because they have stopped giving heed to the Lord. 11Harlotry, wine and new wine take away the understanding. 12My people consult their wooden idol, and their diviner’s wand informs them; For a spirit of harlotry has led them astray, And they have played the harlot, departing from their God. 13They offer sacrifices on the tops of the mountains And burn incense on the hills, Under oak, poplar and terebinth, Because their shade is pleasant. Therefore your daughters play the harlot And your brides commit adultery. 14I will not punish your daughters when they play the harlot Or your brides when they commit adultery, For the men themselves go apart with harlots And offer sacrifices with temple prostitutes; So the people without understanding are ruined. 15Though you, Israel, play the harlot, Do not let Judah become guilty; Also do not go to Gilgal, Or go up to Beth-aven (House of Vanity—formerly, Bethel=House of God) And take the oath: “As the Lord lives!” 16Since Israel is stubborn Like a stubborn heifer, Can the Lord now pasture them Like a lamb in a large field? (Lamb out in open place, subject to prey by wolves and lions) 17Ephraim is joined to idols; Let him alone. 18Their liquor gone, They play the harlot continually; Their rulers dearly love shame.
19 The wind wraps them in its wings (Tornado!), And they will be ashamed because of their sacrifices.
1. Israel in state of blasé (blaw zay) complacency. Trusted so long in her own carnal devices.

Hosea 10:13 You have plowed wickedness, you have reaped injustice, You have eaten the fruit of lies. Because you have trusted in your way, in your numerous warriors, (Comment on Underlined)
2. Remember Hurricane Camille that devastated hundreds of miles of Louisiana and Mississippi costal area? (There have been other hurricanes since then, such as Katrina that caused the devastation to New Orleans and the coastline.)
a. Heavy tides, booming surfs pounding coastline; lead-grey clouds moving ominously shoreward: Warnings! And thousands began to flee low-lying coastal areas to inland safety, knowing that to tarry would result in their being caught up in the wings of the wind and escape then impossible! They would be swallowed up in the maelstrom of the mighty storm and perhaps destroyed!

b. Some do not heed warnings! Press releases after Camille told of the blasé (blaw zay) complacency of residents of Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. A relatively large group reveled in a drunken hurricane party in the face of the impending storm, and despite the warning of officers of the law, died to a person in the fury of the tempest!

3. Relate this to Fleshly Israel: Decadent Israel, drunk on the wine of her own intellectual arrogance, sang, danced, and prostituted herself to immorality and apostate religious practices, ignoring the pounding surf, the leaden skies, and the increasing tempo of the winds of destruction of the approaching spiritual and political storm that was to engulf her. The prophets’ shouts of warning were lost in the noise of Israel’s maudlin (mod lynn) merriment and vocal self-sufficiency. Like the residents of Bay St. Louis did with reference to the warning officer, they very probably invited Hosea in for a drink!

4. Basic Human Nature does not change.

a. nt times: warnings of apostasy from Paul, Peter, John, James and Jude.

1) That it went unheeded and that God’s people were soon bound up in the wings of the wind is evident in the apostasy or almost complete disappearance of the true church and the emergence of the Catholic church.

b. Restoration Movement of the 19th Century. Born with promise and blessed with growth.

Soon bound up in the wings of the wind of digression and ultimately sucked into the maelstrom of complete apostasy. The evident climax with the formation in 1968 in Kansas City of the “Disciples of Christ” into an organized human denomination. (Christian Church)
Warning voices of Jacob Creath Jr., Benjamin Franklin, Tolbert Fanning, David Lipscomb and others were lifted but to no avail. David Lipscomb was actually pictured as an old man with a broom seeking to sweep back a great tidal wave roaring in from the ocean. Of course, our digressive spiritual revelers pictured the tidal wave as the onslaught of progress. History has proved it to be, in truth and as Lipscomb and others envisioned it, a destructive wave of apostasy and spiritual ruin.

5. Today! The waves grow higher and the clouds darker!

The Storm Winds are Pounding the church still!

Verbal Inspiration of Scripture under fire.
Theistic Evolution taught by some (contained in R.B.Sweet’s literature)

Work of Holy Spirit (Tongue Speaking, etc.)

Prostituting spiritual mission of church to social goals.

Contempt for chapter and verse preaching.

Denominational affiliations. Etc.                    Slides 9-43 Digressions of brethren
Conclusion
Some liberal brethren are alarmed!
Publications now to fight this onslaught of so many things contrary to the Bible.

Let’s hope that it is not with these brethren as it was with Israel in the long ago!

The prophet said, “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.” (Hosea 4:17)

Let it rather be hoped that many of these brethren are not so bound up in the wings of the wind, so joined to idols, they cannot escape, hence that efforts in their behalf are not fruitless.[image: image1.emf]
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